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Executive Summary

Ten years after the enactment of the Violence Against Persons (Prohibition) (VAPP)
Act, Nigeria stands at a critical juncture where a comprehensive assessment of its
implementation is essential. The VAPP Act National Implementation Survey, conducted
by Invictus Africa in 2025, serves as an extensive, data-driven assessment of the law’s
enforcement across 35 states (excluding Kano) and the Federal Capital Territory (FCT).

Methodology

This survey utilized a mixed-methods approach, combining key informant interviews
with government officials from relevant Ministries, Departments, and Agencies (MDAs)
to assess subnational governments’ implementation efforts, alongside a nationally
representative survey of 11,5674 respondents from diverse socioeconomic backgrounds.
By directly comparing official responses with citizens lived realities, this assessment
provides an evidence-based perspective on the successes, gaps, and systemic
improvements needed to strengthen the VAPP Law’s ability to protect Nigerians from
all forms of violence.

Key Findings
Public Awareness

Although MDAs in all surveyed states report having conducted awareness campaigns
on the VAPP Law, public knowledge remains limited. Just about half of Nigerians (49.3%)
have ever heard of the VAPP Law, and among those who have, understanding is often
shallow—only about one in three (29%) report a good grasp of its provisions. Awareness
is lower among respondents with no formal education (23.8%) and primary education
(23.9%), compared to those with tertiary education (55.4% among graduates and
60.6% among postgraduates). Similarly, individuals in rural areas (48.1%) exhibit lower
awareness levels than their urban counterparts (51.9%). Awareness levels vary across
occupations, with NGO/CSO workers (75.2%) demonstrating the highest awareness,
followed by civil servants (59.7%), and religious/traditional leaders (59.3%). In contrast,
the lowest awareness levels are observed among self-employed individuals (40.6%),
students (46.3%), and the unemployed (36.9%).
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Enforcement Systems

Implementation of the VAPP Law shows clear progress but remains uneven across
states. For instance, while 23 of the 35 states and the FCT have established sex
offenders’ registers, only 18 have integrated them into broader GBV tracking systems.
Similarly, although 32 states authorize courts to issue Protection Orders, 19 could not
provide issuance data—highlighting critical monitoring gaps. Mandatory reporting
laws are in place in 30 states, yet 15 offer no penalties for non-compliance, limiting
their deterrent value. This weakness is reflected in prosecution patterns: only 21 states
recorded more than 20 VAPP-related prosecutions in the past year. Notably, states
with penalties for non-reporting had higher prosecution rates (67%) compared to
those without (50%)—pointing to the strong link between legal accountability and
enforcement outcomes. Respondents’ perceptions align with these findings. Among
those aware of the VAPP Law, 69.6% report improved GBV response in their states. Yet,
lack of awareness (68.1%), inadequate funding (43.7%), and weak law enforcement
(39.2%) persist as key obstacles to full implementation and impact.

Support Services

Despite 35 of Nigeria’s 35 participating states and the FCT establishing SARCs or
shelters, public awareness remains limited. Only 54% of respondents are aware of
these services, and only Abia lack SARCs entirely, leaving critical gaps in survivor
support. Awareness is particularly low among rural residents (46.7%) and individuals
with only primary education (27.2%), reinforcing a two-tier intersectional access
barrier where the most vulnerable remain underserved. Service provision shows
uneven depth. While immediate needs are relatively well addressed—medical care is
available in 28 states and psychosocial counselling in 28 states—long-term support
remains inadequate. Legal aid is offered in just 18 states, and reintegration services in
only 15, undermining survivors’ pathways to recovery and justice.

Although 22 states offer free GBV-related medical care, financial barriers persist in
25 states, suggesting that services are often constrained by limited scope, hidden
costs, or lack of awareness. Only eight states ensure survivors always access
forensic services, while 25 states report irregular access — a major gap that weakens
prosecution efforts under the VAPP Law. Financial support systems also remain fragile.
Only 15 states have operational victims' support funds, and of those, 13 depend almost
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exclusively on state budgets. With minimal engagement from the private sector or
donor agencies, the sustainability of these funds is precarious, signaling an urgent
need to diversify funding sources.

Coordination Mechanisms

Out of 36 states, 27 have designated enforcement bodies for the VAPP Law, yet nine lack
formal structures, undermining oversight and implementation. While 22 states have
appointed Coordinators, leadership gaps persist in five states. Protection Officers—
crucial for survivor support and legal facilitation—are present in only 19 states, leaving 17
without this critical role. Although 34 states have interagency coordination frameworks,
Borno and Kebbi lack structured mechanisms. Regulation of service providers also
remains uneven: only 21 states have formal accreditation systems, and of these, just
16 regularly update provider registers. Furthermore, operational guidelines for service
delivery are absent or incomplete in nine states, revealing significant disparities in
institutional capacity and service standardization.

Looking Forward

While the VAPP Act and corresponding state VAPP Laws have laid crucial foundations
for addressing all forms of violence against persons in private and public life,
implementation remains uneven, leaving a gap between law and reality. Closing
this gap requires strong political will that drives decisions, resourcing, and actions in
four critical areas: raising public awareness through inclusive, sustained campaigns;
strengthening enforcement systems with clear accountability measures; expanding
survivor support services to ensure accessibility and continuity of care; and
institutionalizing coordination mechanisms that integrate actors, standardize service
delivery, and foster interagency effectiveness. Without a deliberate focus on closing
these systemic gaps, the transformative potential of the VAPP Act and corresponding
state laws will remain unrealized—especially for those most at risk. A coordinated, well-
resourced, and rights-based implementation strategy is not only a policy imperative
but a moral one, if Nigeria is to truly deliver justice, safety, and dignity for all.



PART 1

INTRODUCTION
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Background

Origin, Purpose, and Scope of the VAPP Act

The Violence Against Persons (Prohibition) Act (VAPP Act), enacted in 2015, is Nigeria's
most comprehensive legal framework for addressing gender-based and other forms
of violence. Its purpose is to eliminate violence in both public and private spaces,
ensure justice for survivors, and hold perpetrators accountable.

originally introduced as the Violence Against Women (Prohibition) Bill, the legislation
was eventually enacted as the Violence Against Persons (Prohibition) Act. This shift
reflected both the harmonization of nine separate violence-related bills that were
before the National Assembly at the time, and the recognition that violence—including
forms often assumed to affect only women, though women are disproportionately
impacted—can affect all persons, regardless of gender. Resultantly, the VAPP Act
introduced several groundbreaking provisions that significantly broaden Nigeria's
legal understanding and response to violence.

The Act prohibits 26 offences spread across five types of gender-based violence:
sexual, physical, psychological and emotional, political, and economic. Many of the
offences had been inadequately addressed under existing criminal laws, particularly
the Penal Code and the Criminal Code Act, at the time the VAPP Act was passed. It
also provides for protective measures such as compensation, shelter, medical and
legal support, and enables survivors to apply for Protection Orders, thus reinforcing its
survivor-centred approach.

Notably, while previous criminal laws narrowly defined rape as involving only vaginal
penetration by the penis, the VAPP Act adopts a broader and more inclusive definition.
It recognizes rape to include oral and anal penetration, as well as the use of objects or
other parts of the body, thereby addressing a wider range of sexual violence.

The Act is also the first federal legislation in Nigeria to explicitly prohibit Female Genital
Mutilation (FGM)—although some states had done so earlier.

As a federal law, the VAPP Act, by default, applies only within the Federal Capital
Territory (FCT). However, it has since served as a model for state-level adoption. As of

September 2025, 34 states have signed and gazetted the VAPP Act; two states—Borno
and Kogi—have adopted but are yet to gazette it; and one state (Kano)

has not passed it at all. While some states have strengthened their versions of the
law, others have weakened it by removing or modifying key provisions in ways that
undermine the intent and spirit of the original legislation.

The VAPP Act is significant for its survivor-centred design, its expansive definitions of
various forms of violence, and its pivotal role in advancing gender justice and human
rights in Nigeria.

Report Structure

This report is structured into four key sections. Part One provides an introduction,
covering the background of the VAPP Act—its origin, purpose, scope, and major
milestones before and after its passage in 2015. It also offers a brief overview of the
26 offences covered under the Act and their corresponding penalties, and highlights
its current adoption status across states. As Kano State remains the only state yet
to adopt the VAPP Act, it was excluded from the assessment. Accordingly, the survey
covers 35 states and the Federal Capital Territory (FCT). This section also outlines the
study’s methodology, including the research design, data analysis approach, and key
limitations.

Part Two presents national-level findings across four thematic areas: public
awareness, enforcement systems, support services, and coordination mechanisms.
Part Three provides a comparative analysis of state performance based on selected
implementation indicators. Part Four offers detailed, state-by-state assessments of
the VAPP Act’'s implementation across the 35 states and the FCT.



Timeline of the UAPP Act

MAY 28, 2002

LACVAW presents the first VAW Bill to
the 4th Assembly. It is not passed.

2002/2003

A new process begins, sponsored by
the House Committee Chair on Women
Affairs, with broader support—15
female and 12 male House Members.

MARCH 8, 2004

On International Women's Day, a
legislative consultation expands
sponsorship and support for the Bill,
including the Speaker and 45+
other members.

FEBRUARY 1-2, 2001

LACVAW holds first meeting, comprising 56
CSOs, to begin work on a Violence Against
Women (VAW) bill.

JUNE 19, 2008

Experts, led by WRAPA and FIDA Nigeria, draft a
single harmonized bill—now titled the Violence
Against Persons (Prohibition) Bill.

MAY 2005

LACVAW and stakeholders strategize
with the 5th Assembly’'s Women Affairs
Committee Chair to pass the bill.

2006—2007

Political instability due to tenure extension
debates stalls the bill, requiring a fresh
process after the 2007 elections.

JULY 2008

VAPP Bill is presented to the
Senate Committee during a
public hearing on related bills.

DECEMBER 9, 2009

Leveraging 16 days of activism, VAPP
Bill is presented to the House amid
public outrage over the rape and
murder of Grace Ushang.

MARCH 26, 2009

LACVAW begins harmonizing nine
GBV-related bills into a single
comprehensive draft, coordinated by
WRAPA and FIDA Nigeria with DFID

APRIL 2008

support.

MAY 2010

The VAPP Bill is
formally laid before
both chambers of the
National Assembly.

JUNE 30, 2010

VAPP Bill passes first reading in
the House; suggested
amendments are incorporated.

® -

Senate Committee recommends the VAPP Bill
replace the Sexual Offences and Public Nudity Bills.



NOVEMBER 16, 2011 FEBRUARY 8, 2012

VAPP Bill is reintroduced to the 7th FEBHUABY 7; zulz First reading of the VAPP Bill in
Assembly with a new lead sponsor. VAPP Bill is gazetted. the House of Representatives.

FEBRUARY 17, 2011

Public hearing is held by Joint House Committees
(Women Affairs, Human Rights, and Justice), but

the bill still does not pass. JUNE 21, 2012

Second reading of the
VAPP Bill in the House of
Representatives.

MAY 5, 2015

Senate (7th Assembly)
passes the VAPP Bill;
transmitted to the
President.

MARCH 18, 2014
First reading of VAPP Bill in MAH[:H 147 2013
the Senate, prompting VAPP Bill passes third
intensified and coordinated reading in the House and
advocacy for its passage. is sent to the Senate.

OCTOBER 16, 2014

Second reading of VAPP Bill in the Senate and referred to Senate

MAY 25 2015 Committee on Judiciary, Human Rights, and Legal Matters.
4

President

Goodluck MAY, 2025

Jonathan signs 32 states have adopted and

.the VAPP Bill JUNE 10, 2020 gazetted the VAPP Law. Four

into law. P[IST-MI\Y 2015 Nigeria Governors’ Forum states have passed but not

y (NGF) declares state of gazetted it. Kano has not

CSOs lead advocacy for state emergency on GBV during adopted it. Lagos and Ekiti
adoption, as the VAPP Act COVID-19, renewing pressure rely on their state-specific
initially applies only in the FCT. for nationwide adoption. GBV laws.

e

2017-2019

States start enacting their VAPP laws:
Anambra (October 2017), Ogun
(January 2018), Ebonyi (May 2018),
Kaduna (December 2018), Enugu
(April 2019), and Benue (May 2019).

Sources: LACVAW, WRAPA, FIDA Nigeria, PWAN, Dr. Amina Salihu
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Offences and Corresponding Punishments in the UAPP Act, 2015

The 26 offences in the VAPP Act, 2015) are spread across five types of gender-based violence:

f%

Ol

02

03

04

05

06
0/

08

09

Sexual Violence

Rape (Section 1)

Life imprisonment. If offender is less than 14 years
old: maximum 14 years imprisonment. Others: at
least 12 years imprisonment without an option of
fine. Gang/group rape: Jointly, at least 20 years
imprisonment without an option of fine.
Compensation for victims, paid by perpetrator.

Incest (Section 25)

Imprisonment for 10 years without an option of
fine. If parties consent without fraud or threat: five
years imprisonment without an option of fine.

Physical Uiolence

Inflicting physical injury (Section 2)
Imprisonment up to five years, or fine up to
N100,000, or both.

Female circumcision or genital mutilation
(Section 6)

Imprisonment up to four years, or fine up to
N200,000, or both

Forceful ejection from home (Section 9)
Imprisonment up to two years, or fine up to
N300,000, or both

Depriving a person of his/her liberty (Section 10)
Imprisonment up to two years, or fine up to
N500,000, or both

Spousal battery (Section 19)
Imprisonment up to three years, or fine up to
N200,000, or both

Attack with harmful substance (Section 21)
Life imprisonment without an option of fine.

Administering a substance with intent (Section
22)

Imprisonment up to 10 years, or fine of N500,000,
or both

]

Violence

22
Coercion (Section 3)
Imprisonment for three years. 73
Wilfully placing a person in fear of physical injury (Section
Imprisonment up to two years, or fine up to N200,000, or
both 24
offensive conduct (Section 5)
Imprisonment up to two years, or fine up to N500,000, or
both
Wilfully making false statements (Section 8) é
Imprisonment up to 12 months, or fine of N200,000 /1N
Forced isolation or separation from family and friends
(Section 13) 25
Imprisonment up to six months, or fine up to N100,000, or
both
Emotional, verbal, and psychological abuse (Section 14)
Imprisonment up to one year, or fine up to N200,000, or both 20

Harmful widowhood practices (Section 15)
Imprisonment up to two years, or fine up to N500,000, or
both

Abandonment of spouse, children and other dependants
without sustenance (Section 16)

Imprisonment up to three years, or fine up to N500,000, or
both

Stalking (Section 17)
Imprisonment up to two years, or fine up to 500,000, or both

Intimidation (Section 18)
Imprisonment up to one year, or fine up to N200,000, or both

Harmful traditional practices (Section 20)
Imprisonment for four years, or fine up to N500,000,
or both

Indecent exposure (Section 26)
Imprisonment for at least one year, or fine up to
N500,000, or both

&

¥ Psychological and Emotional B Political Violence

Frustrating investigation (Section 7)
Imprisonment up to three years, or fine up to
N500,000, or both

Political violence (Section 23)
Imprisonment up to four years, or fine up to
N500,000, or both

Violence by State actors (Section 24)
Imprisonment up to four years, or fine up to
N1,000,000, or both

Economic Violence

Damage to property with intent to cause
distress (Section 11)

Imprisonment up to two years, or fine up to
N300,000, or both

Forced financial dependence or economic
abuse (Section 12)

Imprisonment up to two years, or fine up to
N500,000, or both

Note: For offences in sections 2, 5, 9-20, and 23-24, any person
who attempts to commit the offence; incite, aid, or counsel
another person to commit the offence; or receive or assist

another in committing the offence will be imprisoned for a period

ranging from three months to three years, or pay fine ranging

from N100,000 to N700,000, or both. For attempting, supporting, or

assisting to attack with harmful substance (s.21), it is up to 25
years imprisonment without an option of fine.




VAPP LAW

@)
O ADOPTED AND GAZETTED

Kano State has not adopted
the Violence Against Persons
(Prohibition) (VAPP) Act 2015.




[y
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Methodology

The VAPP Act National Implementation Survey was conducted in May 2025 using a
mixed-methods approach to collect data from both citizens (demand side) and
government officials (supply side) of relevant Ministries, Departments, and Agencies
(MDAs) across Nigeria's 35 states (excluding Kano) and the FCT. This dual approach
enabled triangulation of findings between citizen experiences and government efforts,
providing a more holistic evaluation of the VAPP Act’s implementation a decade after
its enactment.

Quality Assurance

To ensure methodological rigor and data quality, state researchers underwent
comprehensive training prior to field deployment. Training focused particularly
on standardized administration of supply-side data collection instruments,
interview techniques for engaging government officials, and protocols for accurate
documentation of qualitative responses. Additionally, regular supervision and
guidance from the central research team reinforced adherence to the established
methodology throughout the data collection period.

Supply-Side Data Collection

Key Informant Interviews

The supply-side assessment began with key informant interviews (Klls) with officials
from government MDAs responsible for VAPP Act implementation, including the
Ministry of Women Affairs, Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Health, Ministry of Education,
and Ministry of Information and Communication. Other key stakeholders included the
Nigerian Police Force, Police GBV Desks, Courts, Legal Aid Council, and Sexual Assault
Referral Centres (SARCs).

Quantitative Data Aggregation

Following the Klls, the research team systematically converted qualitative responses
into quantitative data using a semi-structured questionnaire. This approach enabled
the standardization of qualitative insights into measurable indicators and facilitated
the development of a unified assessment framework for each state, allowing for
comparative analysis across Nigeria's state.

Demand-Side Data Collection
Study Population

The demand-side assessment targeted adults aged 18 years and above residing in
Nigeria. To ensure state representation accuracy, respondents provided information
for the state where they had primarily resided over the past ten years.

Sample size determination

The sample size was determined using a 95% confidence level and a +6% margin of
error. Given that each of Nigeria’s 35 states and the FCT has a population exceeding one
million, the minimum required sample was 267 respondents per state. To account for
a 10% non-response rate, this was rounded up to 300 respondents per state, resulting
in a minimum national sample size of 10,800 respondents. After data collection and
cleaning, the final dataset included 11,574 valid responses.

Sampling Strategy

Survey participants were selected by using a two-stage probability design. First, all

three senatorial districts within each participating state were included to ensure

geographical representation. Second, Local Government Areas (LGAs) were randomly

selected from each senatorial district using a proportional approach:

«  Senatorial districts with <4 LGAs: All LGAs included

«  Senatorial districts with 5-9 LGAs: Half of LGAs selected (rounded up when
necessary)

. Senatorial districts with 210 LGAs: One-third of LGAs selected (rounded up)

Data collection employed a dual-channel approach using an online survey
instrument (Microsoft Forms). State researchers managed localized dissemination
within selected LGAs primarily through community-specific WhatsApp groups, while



the central research team conducted broader dissemination via Invictus Africa social
media channels.

Data Analysis

Prior to analysis, rigorous data cleaning was performed to ensure quality and reliability
by correcting inconsistencies, and standardizing formats across datasets. The analysis
was structured around four key themes: public awareness, enforcement systems,
support services, and coordination mechanisms. For each thematic areaq, univariate
statistical methods were applied to examine both supply-side and demand-side
data, enabling direct comparisons between government implementation efforts and
public experiences. Bivariate relationships were analyzed between implementation
mechanisms and outcomes, as well as between public awareness levels and
demographic factors. Additionally, comparative assessments across states were
conductedtoidentify regional patterns and state-specific insights, supporting targeted
recommendations. All data wrangling and statistical analysis were conducted using
R statistical software, while visualization was accomplished through Excel and Adobe
lllustrator. Key findings were presented through charts, graphs, and maps.

To distinguish between data collected from government MDAs and citizen survey
responses from the 35 states and the FCT, icons were incorporated into charts and
graphs, helping readers identify the data source.

Limitations of the Study

The study methodology had several limitations that should be acknowledged.
Despite efforts by the States Researchers, the online survey primarily reached
participants with access to digital devices and internet connectivity. This may have
led to the underrepresentation of populations without such access, particularly in
rural or economically disadvantaged areas. Additionally, the assessment provides a
snapshot of VAPP Act implementation at the time of the survey and may not reflect
ongoing developments or recent changes in implementation strategies. Furthermore,
both citizen responses and government agency reports may contain inherent biases
influenced by recall limitations, social desirability, or institutional interests.

g Data collected from MDAs f‘ﬁ Data collected from the public
i
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Respondent Demographics (n =11,574)

Gender Age (years) Educational Level

38.3%

Postgraduate education - 14.4%
i 51.3%

Male Female
49.6% 50.4% Technical/vocational education I 2.3%
0,
106% Secondary education _ 25.7%
3.4%
I - Primary education . 4.2%
18-24 25-35 36-45 46-55 56 and No formal education I 21%
above
Occupational Status Location Disabilty Status

Yes
10.2%

Self-employed [N 28.1%
student [, 2-.5%
Civil servant [N 172%
Private sector employee [N 10.7%
Unemployed [ 01% Lé’;k;/:
NGO/CSO worker | 7.2%
Religious/Traditional leader [l 2.5%

Rural
42.7%

No
89.8%

Professional Services | 0.4%

Retired | 02%

The survey captured perspectives from 11,574 Nigerians across a demographically diverse sample. Gender representation was nearly equal, comprising 50.4% female and 49.6%
male respondents. Reflecting Nigeria’s predominantly youthful population, most participants were young adults under the age of 36—23.4% were aged 18-24 and 38.3% were
aged 25-35—while middle-aged adults (36-45 years) accounted for 24.4%. Educational attainment was notably high, with 51.3% of respondents holding graduate degrees and
a further 14.4% possessing postgraduate qualifications.

The occupational distribution spanned various sectors, including self-employed individuals (28.1%), students (24.5%), civil servants (17.2%), and private sector employees (10.7%),
providing a broad representation of societal experiences. Geographically, the sample achieved a reasonable urban-rural balance, with 42.7% of respondents residing in urban
areas and 57.3% in rural communities. This balance enables meaningful comparisons of the VAPP Law’s reach and implementation across different settlement types. Additionally,
10.2% of respondents identified as persons with disabilities, ensuring the inclusion of perspectives from historically marginalized populations.
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Public Awareness

Target groups in state-led awareness campaigns
on the VAPP Law

General public N = (o1.7%)

Traditional rulers [ NNNGEGEGEGEGEGEGEGEE : (722%)
Law enforcement |GGG o (c6.7%)
Religious institutions [ INEGEGEGEGEGEENE - 66.7%)
Schools NG : c39%)
Health workers [N 1S (50%)
Market associations [N 15 (41.7%)
Transport unions [ s (22.2%)

& Have you heard of the VAPP Law?

Yes
49.3%

No
50.7%

& Do you know if the VAPP Law has been
passed in your state?

No
27.9%

Yes
72.1%

& Would you prefer to pursue cases under the VAPP
Law instead of other laws?
26.8%
Dependson
my case
62.0%
Yes,
prefer 819
170
VAPP Law "~ No, prefer
other laws
31%
Unfamiliar
with VAPP Law

Have you seen any state-led awareness
campaigns about the VAPP Law?

21.7% 32.8%
Seen multiple Not aware
campaigns ofany
24.0%
Seen a few
21.6%
Not sure

& How well do you understand the
provisions of the VAPP Law?

3.2%
Not at all
29.0%
Very well
27.5%
Not so well
40.3%
Somewhat
well




The Commitment: Government-Led Awareness Efforts

Data from government officials indicate a nationwide commitment to raising public
awareness of the VAPP Law, with a strong emphasis on informing citizens about
survivor support services. In the past year, all 35 participating state governments and
the Federal Capital Territory (FCT) have undertaken awareness campaigns aimed
at diverse segments of society. Public outreach has been most widespread, with 33
states targeting the general population. Recognizing the influential role of community
leadership and moral authority, 26 states have actively engaged traditional rulers, while
24 states have involved religious institutions.

Effortstostrengthentheimplementationframework have also prioritized law enforcement
agencies in 24 states. Education and health sectors have not been overlooked:
awareness initiatives have extended to schools in 23 states and to healthcare workers in
18 states. However, economic and occupational networks remain underutilized conduits
for dissemination. Only 15 states have reached out to market associations, and just eight
have engaged transport unions—suggesting a critical gap in reaching informal sector
actors who may be highly vulnerable to gender-based violence but less likely to access
formal information channels.

The Gap: Awareness Doesn’t Match Action

Although all 36 state governments report conducting public awareness campaigns
on the VAPP Law, citizen-level data paints a starkly different picture. Only 49.3% of
Nigerians report having heard of the Law, revealing a significant communication
gap: while governments may be speaking, the message is not effectively reaching
its intended audience. Further, only 24% of citizens recall seeing “a few” campaigns,
and 21.6% report exposure to “multiple campaigns.” Alarmingly, 32.8% state that they
have not encountered any awareness campaign, and an additional 21.6% are unsure
whether they have. These figures underscore both the limited visibility and potential
ineffectiveness of existing campaigns, which appear insufficient to generate widespread
public engagement or understanding.

Among those familiar with the VAPP Law, 72.1% are aware that it has been formally
enacted, and 62% express a preference for seeking legal redress under its provisions,
rather than relying on the older Penal or Criminal Codes. However, a notable 26.8%
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remain undecided — suggesting either a lack of confidence in the law’s unique
protections or an incomplete understanding of its practical relevance. This hesitation
may reflect missed opportunities in public education efforts to clearly communicate
how the VAPP Law can be accessed and what protections it affords.

Further disaggregation of awareness data reveals that even among those who have
heard of the VAPP Law, knowledge of its contents remains shallow. Only 29% report
knowing the Law “very well,” while 40.3% say they know it “somewhat well.” Conversely,
a significant portion—27.5%—say they know it “not so well,” and 3.2% “not at all.” This
pattern suggests that public knowledge is often surface level, leaving citizens ill-
equipped to recognize rights violations, seek redress, or support others in doing so. The
persistent gap between awareness and deep understanding could undermine the
law’s transformative potential and the broader goals of gender justice and protection
against violence.
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Public Awareness

m Gender differences in public awareness & Educational level and awareness of the VAPP Law ﬁ Awareness of VAPP Law across different occupations
of the VAPP Law
W Aware B Notaware W Aware B Notaware W Aware HE Notaware
52.3% 512%
48.8% 477% 227 Postgraduate 60.6% NGO/CSO worker o 752%
S 0
education 39.4%
i 59.7%
. . 55.4%
Tertiary education 446% Religious/Traditional - 59.3%
leader 40.7%
Technical/ vocational 42.2% Retired - 53.6%
. 46.4%
education 57.8%
Female Male .
Private sector - 527%
0,
& Awareness of VAPP Law in urban and _ employee 47.3%
. g 0
Rural area Secondary ed ucation )
62.5% Professional - 51.9%
W Aware B Notaware Services 481%
62.9%
23.9%
487% 51.9% Primary education 53.8%
- 761%
40.6%
¥ seir-employed | 0.
23.8% .
No formal education 36.9%
763% Unemployed 631%

Rural Urban
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The Disparity: Unequal Awareness Across Populations

Awareness of the VAPP Law shows minimal gender disparity—55.6% of males and
52.1% of females have heard of it. However, educational level is a major differentiator.
Awareness is highest among those with postgraduate (60.6%) and tertiary education
(55.4%), but critically low among respondents with no formal education (23.8%) or
only primary education (23.9%). This gradient indicates that current campaigns are
more accessible to highly educated populations.

Occupational data reinforces this trend. NGO/CSO workers (75.2%) show the highest
awareness, followed by civil servants (59.7%) and religious/traditional leaders (59.3%).
In contrast, awareness is lower among self-employed individuals (40.6%), students
(46.3%), and the unemployed (36.9%), pointing to a disconnect between outreach
efforts and more vulnerable groups.

Geographically, urban residents (54.0%) are significantly more aware than rural
residents (42.9%), suggesting a need for targeted rural engagement. Overall, the data
reveal that current awareness strategies insufficiently reach those most at risk of
exclusion.

Summary of Key Findings

Although MDAs in all surveyed states claim to have conducted awareness campaigns
on the VAPP Law, public knowledge remains limited. Fewer than half of Nigerians
(49.3%) have even heard of the VAPP Law, and among those who have, understanding
is often shallow—only about one in three (29%) report a good grasp of its provisions.
Awareness and comprehension are markedly lower among citizens with less formal
education, those working in the informal sector, and the unemployed, compared to
their more educated, urban-based, and formally employed counterparts.

Recommendations

To close the awareness and understanding gap, outreach efforts must be deliberately
targeted toward rural populations, individuals with limited formal education, and
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informal sector workers. This requires moving beyond formal institutions and
leveraging community-based strategies, including trusted informal networks and
the use of local languages. Developing simplified, visual materials will help bridge
literacy barriers and enhance accessibility. In addition, communication must evolve
from merely announcing the existence of the VAPP Law to providing practical,
actionable knowledge. Citizens need to understand the specific protections the law
offers, how to identify violations, and where and how to access support services.
Interactive formats—such as dialogue sessions, community forums, and participatory
media—should replace passive, one-way information dissemination to foster deeper
engagement and long-term impact.
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Enforcement Systems

22

Sex Offenders’ Register in states

23 (63.9%)
States with

13 (36.1%)
States without

Sex Offenders’ Register linked
to a GBV database

5 (21.7%)
Not linked

18 (78.3%)
Linked

Courts Authorized to Issue Protection Orders

No
4 (1.1%)

Yes
32 (88.9%)

Mandatory GBV reporting by
professionals in states

6 (16.7%)
States without

30 (83.3%)
States with

Penalties for failure to report GBV
cases under the VAPP Law

15 (41.7%)
States without

21 (58.3%)
States with

Standardized reporting and referral
protocols for GBV cases

9 (25.0%)
States without

27 (75.0%)
States with
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Enforcement Systems
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Number of Protection Orders issued in
states in the past 12 months

1(3.1%)
Issued none

5 (15.6%) 2 (6.3%)
lssued Issued 1-5
more than 10 \
5 (15.6%)
Issued 6-10

19 (59.4%)

Reported
no data

Survivors received compensation
or restitution under the VAPP Law

Number of GBV prosecutions using the

VAPP Law in states in the past year
in the past year?

No
7 (19.4%)

More than 20 cases _ 21 (58.3%)

11-20 cases - 5 (13.9%)

6-10 cases - 7 (19.4%)

1-5 cases 2 (5.6%)
VAPP Law Not applicable = 1 (2.8%)
Yes not yet fully
26 (72.2%) operational
3(8.3%)

Correlation between non-reporting penalties
and GBV prosecution rates across states

B No penalties M Penalties exist

14 (66.7%)

7 (50.0%) I

More than 20 cases

7 (50.0%)

I 333%

Up to 20 cases

Enforcing VAPP: Institutional Progress and Gaps

Implementation of the VAPP Law reveals progress, yet uneven institutional commitment persists. Twenty-
three of the 35 surveyed states and the FCT have established sex offenders’ registers, with 18 linked to
GBV tracking systems—advancing coordinated enforcement. However, five states (Borno, Nasarawa,
Ogun, Osun, Rivers) operate these tools in isolation, weakening their effectiveness. Courts in 32 states are
empowered to issue Protection Orders, but Borno, Edo, Sokoto, and Taraba have not adopted this provision.
Notably, 19 states could not report how many orders were issued in the past year, indicating tracking
deficiencies.

While 27 states have standardized GBV reporting protocols, nine—including Bayelsa, Borno, and Rivers—do
not. Legal aid is available in all but Bayelsa. However, only 26 states reported any survivor compensation,
and just 21 recorded more than 20 VAPP prosecutions last year. Mandatory GBV reporting by professionals
is in place in 30 states and the FCT. In contrast, Bauchi, Bayelsa, Cross River, Enugu, and Kaduna lack such
mandates, and 15 states impose no penalties for non-reporting, limiting accountability. More so, states with
penalties for non-reporting show stronger enforcement: 67% recorded over 20 prosecutions, compared to
50% where no penalties exist. This pattern affirms the role of enforceable reporting mechanisms in driving
effective implementation.
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Enforcement Systems
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ﬁ Has GBV response improved since the
VAPP Law was adopted in your state?

No
30.4%

Yes
69.6%

ﬁ Has GBV survivors' access to justice improved
since the VAPP Law was passed?

Significant improvement | NG 30.53%
Moderate improvement [N 37.0%
Not sure/Dont Know [0 183%
Unchanged 12.5%
Worsened 1.4%

ﬁ What are the major barriers to implementing
the VAPP Law in your state?

68.1%
43.7%
39.2%
260%  279% I I
Traditional/ Weak Poor Law Inadequate Lack of
Religious Political Enforcement Funding Awareness

Resistance Will

ﬁ What have been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and nationwide?

Clearer and broader definition of rape and sexual offences
Wider legal recognition of different forms of GBV

Improved legal provisions for prosecuting GBV cases
ncreased public awareness and understanding of GBV
Increased accountability for perpetrators

Greater access to survivor-centered services

Increased accountability and punishment for perpetrators

More coordinated institutional response to GBV

Elevated prioritization of GBV issues in public discourse and policy 11.0%

I 52.4%
I <0.8%
I 38.7%
. 34.3%
I 25.0%

I 24.8%

I 01.3%

N 17.4%
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Citizen Perception: Measuring the Impact of VAPP Law

Among citizens aware of the VAPP Law, a majority—69.6%—believe their state’s
response to gender-based violence has improved since its adoption, suggesting
that domestication is beginning to yield tangible benefits. This perception extends to
access to justice, with 30.8% reporting significant improvements and another 37.0%
noting moderate gains. Yet, the presence of dissenting views—12.5% seeing no change
and 1.4% perceiving a decline—signals that implementation remains uneven across
contexts.

When asked about the Law’s most significant contributions, citizens pointed first
to its expansive and explicit definitions of violence, particularly sexual offences
(52.4%), followed by greater legal recognition of varied GBV forms (40.8%) and
stronger provisions for prosecution (38.7%). These legal clarifications appear to be
strengthening public understanding, with 34.3% reporting increased awareness of
GBYV issues. Still, 1.0% perceive no significant change, highlighting persistent gaps in
outreach and legal literacy.

These gaps are reinforced by perceptions of the barriers to implementation. Lack
of awareness emerged as the most pressing obstacle (68.1%), closely followed by
inadequate funding (43.7%) and poor enforcement (39.2%). Although less frequently
cited, resistance from traditional and religious leaders (26.0%) and limited political
will (27.9%) represent enduring structural challenges. Taken together, these insights
suggest that while the VAPP Law has made measurable strides in reshaping the GBV
response landscape, its potential remains constrained by fragmented implementation
and insufficient public engagement.

Recommendations:

States should mandate GBV reporting and enforce penalties for non-compliance
to strengthen prosecution efforts. The 15 states currently without such enforcement
must introduce sanctions for professionals to enhance accountability. Likewise, the
nine states lacking standardized reporting protocols should adopt uniform systems to
ensure consistency and improve data quality. To close critical data gaps, governments
must establish unified tracking systems. With 19 states unable to provide protection
order records and 18 lacking integrated sex offender registries, centralized data
management is essential for effective monitoring, evaluation, and policy development.
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Support Services
Functional SARCs and/or shelters in states Q Types of Support Provided by SARCs/Shelters @ Is free medical care for GBV
Across States survivors mandated?
Absent
3 (86%) Yes
Medical services GGG 3c7% 18 (50.0%)
Psycho-social counselling NN s33%
Temporary housing NN 733%
Feeding IS 667%
No
Legal aid NG 0 0% 18 (50.0%)

Present
32 (91.4%)

Skills acquisition or
reintegration support

I 50.0%

Are health facilities actually providing
free GBV care?

No
14 (38.9%)

Yes
22 (61.1%)

Q Do cost-related barriers limit survivors'
access to medical or forensic services?

Yes
25 (69.4%)

No
11 (30.6%)

Sometimes
25 (69.4%)

Do survivors routinely access medical reports and
forensic services for prosecution purposes?

Always
8 (22.2%)

Never
3 (8.3%)
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Support Services

E Status of Victims Support Fund in states E Victim support fund currently receiving E Primary funding sources for the
and disbursing resources? Victims Support Fund
Established In progress No
2 (13.3% State government
15 (417% 7 (19.4%) 7 gover e I 15 (56.7%)
Court fines | 5 (333%)
Donor/partner

support I S (333%)

Private sector
donations M 4 (26.7%)

Not established Yes
14 (38.9%) 13 (86.7%)

Institutional Efforts: Government-Led Support for Survivors

Among the 35 surveyed states and the FCT, 35 have established government-funded Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs), shelters, or temporary homes for survivors, with 32
fully operational. Nonetheless, only Abia state lack SARCs entirely, while Benue, Kogi and Taraba states maintain facilities that are non-functional, highlighting persistent regional
disparities in survivor support infrastructure.

Medical services are the most commonly available form of assistance, offered in 28 states, closely followed by psychosocial counselling in 28 states. This indicates a governmental
emphasis on addressing immediate health and mental well-being needs. Provision of basic necessities, such as temporary housing (22 states) and feeding services (20 states),
is relatively widespread; however, long-term recovery support remains underdeveloped. Legal aid is accessible in only 18 states, and reintegration programs like skills acquisition
exist in just 15 states, underscoring significant gaps in facilitating survivors’ economic empowerment and sustainable recovery.

The legal mandate for free medical care is evenly divided, with 17 states and the FCT requiring it by law and 18 states lacking such legislation. Yet, 22 states provide free GBV-
related medical services, suggesting some governments extend care beyond formal legal obligations. Despite this, 25 states report financial barriers for survivors, while only 11
states indicate no such obstacles. This disconnect implies that free services may be limited in scope, accessibility, or survivor awareness, perpetuating economic barriers to care.

Access to medical reports and forensic services—crucial for successful prosecution—is highly inconsistent. Only eight states report survivors “always” having access, whereas 25
states provide these services sporadically, and three states report no access at all. This significant shortfall undermines the prosecutorial objectives of the VAPP Law, jeopardizing
justice outcomes.
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Support Services

Jl'l' Are you aware of SARCs, shelters, or other
GBYV support services in your state?

Not Aware

A
ware 46.0%

54.0%

How would you rate the availability of
survivor-centered services in your state?

Excellent || 102%

Good | 31.7%

Moderate
Poor 9.8%

Very Poor 10.5%

37.8%

Finally, the establishment of victims’ support fund remains uneven: 15 states have operational
funds, seven are in the process of establishing them, and 14 have no framework in place.
Of those operational, 13 actively disburse resources, but their financial sustainability is
precarious, relying predominantly on state budgets with minimal contributions from private
or donor sources. This highlights an urgent need for diversified and sustainable funding
mechanisms to ensure continuous support for survivors.

Public Experience: Citizen Awareness and Perception of GBV Support

Despite the establishment of SARCs, shelters, or protective services in 30 states and the FCT,
public awareness of these resources remains limited. Only 54.0% of respondents report being
aware of available support services, while 46.0% indicate no knowledge of their existence.
This substantial awareness gap suggests that even in states with operational facilities,
outreach and public education efforts are insufficient. Perceptions of service quality also
vary. While 37.8% of respondents rated survivor-centered services as moderate and 31.8% as
good—implying that a significant number of survivors find services reasonably responsive—
concerns persist. A combined 20.3% rated service availability as poor or very poor. These
findings point to disparities in service delivery and indicate the need for both improved
public communication strategies and a more consistent quality of survivor support across
states.
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Support Services
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ﬁ Educational level and awareness of SARCs

B Aware | Not Aware

Postgraduate 37.0%
education 63.0%
Graduate 39.3%
education 60.7%
Technical / 59.3%
vocational
education 40.7%
0,
Secondary S7.3%
education 42.7%

. 72.8%
Primary
education 272%
No formal 62.9%
education 271%

bﬂ' Awareness of SARCs across different
occupations

MW Aware B Not Aware

NGO/CSO 21.7%
worker 78.3%
Professional 34.6%
Services 65.4%
o 37.0%
Civil servant
63.0%
Religious/ 9
Traditional 2%
leader 55.8%
0,
Student “61%
53.9%
Retired 46.4%
53.6%
Private sector 47.6%
employee 52 4%
Unemployed 51.4%

48.6%

55.5%
44.5%

Self-employed

ﬁ Awareness of SARCs in urban vs. rural areas

MW Aware | Not Aware

59.5%
53.3%
46.7%
I I )
Rural Urban

ﬁ Awareness of SARCs across disability status

W Aware  ® Not Aware

68.3%

47 6% 52.4%

. (0]

I I -
No Yes
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Unequal Access: Social and Demographic Patterns in Service Awareness

Awareness of SARCs and related support services is unevenly distributed across
social and demographic groups, reflecting persistent structural inequalities in
access to information and support. Individuals with higher education levels report
significantly greater awareness: 63.0% among those with postgraduate degrees and
60.7% among tertiary-educated respondents. In stark contrast, awareness falls to
37.1% among individuals with no formal education and just 27.2% for those with only
primary education, exposing a critical knowledge gap among the most educationally
disadvantaged.

Professional affiliation also shapes awareness. NGO and civil society workers exhibit
the highest awareness (78.3%), followed by professionals (65.4%) and civil servants
(63.0%). Conversely, self-employed individuals report the lowest levels (44.5%),
suggesting that institutional affiliation plays a key role in information dissemination.
Geographic location further compounds these disparities. Urban residents (59.5%)
are more likely to be informed about SARCs than rural residents (46.7%), likely due to
proximity to services and better access to media and advocacy campaigns. Notably,
persons with disabilities demonstrate higher awareness (68.3%) compared to those
without disabilities (52.4%), potentially reflecting targeted outreach or more frequent
interaction with formal support networks. These patterns highlight the urgent need for
inclusive, grassroots-level outreach strategies that address the informational divide
across education, occupation, geography, and ability status.

Recommendations

To address the 46% of citizens unaware of SARCs and shelters, states should implement
localized awareness campaigns—targeting rural areas through community outreach,
traditional and digital media, and trusted local figures to bridge access gaps.
Reintegration support must go beyond immediate care, with expanded legal aid,
economic empowerment, and skills acquisition initiatives that enable survivors to
rebuild their lives with dignity. To strengthen financial sustainability, states must reduce
overreliance on government budgets—I13 of 15 victims’ support funds depend solely
on them—by leveraging public-private partnerships, donor funding, and allocating a
portion of court fines to survivor support services.
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Coordination Mechanisms
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g Designated regulatory body for
VAPP Law enforcement

9 (25.0%)
Absent

27 (75.0%)
Present

g Appointment of a domestic violence
prevention Coordinator by state agencies

@ Deployment of Protection Officers
across Area Councils/LGAs

22 (81.5%)
Yes

5 (18.5%)
No

Yes

19 (52.8%)

17 (47.2%)
No

g Established system for registering and g
accrediting service providers

6 (16.7%)
In progress

21(58.3%)
Yes

9 (25.0%)
No

Availability and status of
state-maintained register of
accredited service providers

Circulation of service providers’
register to relevant institutions

g Operational guidelines for
accredited service providers

4 (19.0%)
4 (19.0%) In progress
Available, but not 7 (35.0%)
regularly updated Yes, to 5 (25.0%)
some No
1(4.8%)
Absent
1(4.8%)
Not available 16 (76.2%)
8 (40.0%) Present
Yes, to all

16 (76.2%)
Available, and
regularly updated
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Coordination Mechanism: Institutional Structures and Oversight

Across the 36 jurisdictions surveyed, 27 states have established regulatory bodies
for VAPP Law enforcement, reflecting substantial institutional buy-in. However, the
absence of formal enforcement structures in nine states undermines uniformity
and weakens accountability. While 22 states have appointed a Coordinator to
drive implementation, leadership gaps persist in five states, signaling inconsistent
policy execution. Protection Officers—crucial for legal enforcement and survivor
case management—have been appointed in only 19 states, leaving nearly half the
country without this critical frontline support. On a more positive note, interagency
collaboration is taking root, with 34 states reporting formal coordination mechanisms,
although Borno and Kebbi remain outliers without structured frameworks.

Accreditation and Regulation of Service Providers

Out of 36 jurisdictions, 21 states have formal registration systems for GBV service
providers, nine are in development, and nine lack any structured accreditation—
undermining oversight and compromising service quality. Among those with systems,
16 regularly update theirregisters, butfour do soinconsistently, and one has not updated
at all. Coordination remains uneven: only eight states circulate provider registers to
all relevant institutions, seven share them selectively, and five do not circulate them
at all, weakening inter-agency collaboration. On service standardization, 16 states
have developed operational guidelines, four are in progress, and one has yet to begin,
reflecting fragmented efforts toward quality assurance.

Recommendations

States without designated enforcement bodies or Protection Officers should establish
these structures to ensure consistent VAPP Law implementation and strengthen
survivor access to legal protections. Accreditation frameworks must be instituted in
the nine states lacking them to uphold service quality and regulatory oversight. To
enhance coordination, states should ensure provider registers are regularly updated
and disseminated to all enforcement and support agencies. Finally, the five states
without operational guidelines should expedite the development of standardized
protocols to ensure uniform and accountable service delivery.
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Comparative State Analysis

Awareness of the VAPP Law across Nigeria's 35 states (excluding Kano) and the FCT

B Not heard of VAPP

B Heard of VAPP
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Comparative State Analysis

Public perception of overall response to GBV since the domestication of the VAPP Law across Nigeria’s 35 states (excluding Kano) and the FCT

B Not improved

B Improved
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Comparative State Analysis

Implementation of Sex Offenders’ Register Implementation of non-reporting penalties for GBV
across Nigeria Cases under the VAPP Law across Nigeria

Adamawa Adamawa

Plateau

Taraba Taraba

. Have Sex Offenders Register

. There are penalties

. No Penalties

. Yet to adopt the VAPP Law

. Do not have Sex Offenders Register

. Yet to adopt the VAPP Law
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Comparative State Analysis

GBV prosecutions under the VAPP Law: Implementation of Victims Support Fund
Case distribution across Nigeria across Nigeria

. O

Yobe

Borno

% Adamawa

Taraba

H Plateau
Nasarawa
Taraba

. Established

. Not established

. Up to 20 cases

. More than 20 cases

In progress
. Data not available
. Yet to adopt the VAPP Law

. Yet to adopt the VAPP Law
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Federal Capital Territory | Respondent Demographics (n = 246)
Gender Age Educational Level

52.0%

Postgraduate education _ 37.8%

I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
393% ‘ . ‘
60.7% ‘ ‘
Female i i i [
: 1.4% : Technical/vocational education | 0.4%
5.7%
: . ’ 37% : Secondary education - 6.9%
[ | |
I I
| 1824 2535  36-45 4655  S6and ! Primary education | 0.4%
‘ above
I I
I I
Occupation Location Disabilty Status

2.0%
Yes

O 98.0%
No

The respondent profile reflects a highly educated, urban sample, with 92.3% having attained graduate education. A significant majority (82.5%) reside in urban areas. The sample
is predominantly female (60.7%), with young adults aged 25-35 years comprising the largest age group (52.0%). Occupationally, NGO/CSO workers (25.2%) and private sector
employees (211%) are most represented, followed by self-employed individuals (17.9%) and civil servants (16.3%). Persons with disabilities make up 2% of the sample.

Nco/csoworker [ 252
17.5%

I I

1 1

1 I

1 I

Private sector employee _ 21.1% : Rural :
Setf-employed [N 17 .5% ‘ ‘

I I

civilservant [ NEGEGEGG -z ‘ ‘

1 1

student NG o:3% ‘ ‘

1 I

Unemployed [ 73% ‘ ‘

: 82.5% ‘

Professional Services - 2.4% : Urban :
1 I

1 1

Retired | 0.4%
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Federal Capital Territory Public Awareness

. | |
*:! Have you heard of the VAPP Law? *:! Do you know if the VAPP Law has been *_ﬂ Would you prefer to pursue cases under

passed in your state? the VAPP Law instead of other laws?

35.0%

| I
1 1
1 d 53.3% Dependson
9
48.8% 51:2% 1 43.3% ! Yes, prefer my case
Yes No | No I VAPP Law
: : 33%
No, prefer
1 ! other laws
: 56.7% ‘
‘ Yes :
I
1 1 8.3%
| | Unfamiliar
| I

with VAPP Law

*_:l How well do you understand the provisions of the VAPP Law?

9.2%

I
1
13.4% ‘ Not at all
Seen multiple
campaigns 51.2% ! 18.3%
Not aware ! Very well
ofany d BT
1
S 1‘7;0% 1 Not so well
een a few
times .
1
I
! 39.2%
! Somewhat
22.4% ! well
Not sure 1

RECOMMENDATIONS
. FCT has conducted awareness campaigns on the VAPP Act in the past . Expand public awareness campaigns to Area Councils and rural
year, targeting a broad range of groups: schools, religious institutions, communities.
traditional rulers, market associations, law enforcement, and the public. . Strengthen partnerships with traditional leaders and religious
- However, only 48.8% of FCT residents have heard of the VAPP Act. institutions to enhance culturally sensitive and community-specific
. 51.2% report never seeing any state-led awareness campaigns. education efforts.
«  Just18.3% of those who have heard of the VAPP Act, understand its «  Develop simplified, multilingual information materials to improve
provisions "very well". legal literacy and accessibility.
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Federal Capital Territory | Enforcement Systems

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state,

*.:I.i do you think the state's overall response to *.:I.i In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

1

: Improved legal provisions for prosecuting GBV cases _ 45.0%
: Clearer and broader definition of rape and sexual offences _ 42.5%

1
. Wider legal recognition of different forms of GBV _ 417%
I
1
I
I
1

yes No
53.3% 46.7%

Increased public awareness and understanding of GBV _ 36.7%
Increased accountability for perpetrators _ 32.5%
More coordinated institutional response to GBV _ 25.8%

barriers to implementing the VAPP Law Greater access to survivor-centered services | NG >50%
in your state?

Which of the following do you think are the major

— Elevated prioritization of GBV issues in public discourse and policy _ 22.5%

I
: No observed significant impact 17.5%
57.5% ‘

50.0%
*l| Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced
-I-i better access to justice?

40.0%
I
30.0% ]
i Significant improvement
I
1 .
‘ Moderate improvement
I
I
‘ Not sure/Dont Know 38.3%
I
Traditional/ Inadequate Weak Poor Law Lack of 1 1.7%
Religious Funding Political Enforcement Awareness | UnChanged IR
Resistance will ]

FINDINGS

«  The primary success of the VAPP Act in the FCT lies in strengthening the legal framework for GBV cases. Institutional and awareness impacts show moderate
recognition.

. Despite some recognized progress, nearly half of FCT residents (46.7%) report no improvement in the territory’s overall response to GBV since the passage of the
VAPP Act.

«  Access to justice under the VAPP Act remains uncertain: 38.3% of respondents are unsure of its impact, while only 14.2% report significant improvement.
- Systemic challenges persist, including lack of awareness (67.5%), poor law enforcement (57.5%) and weak political will (50.0%).
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Federal Capital Territory | Enforcement Systems

Sex Offenders' Register

- Register established and functional Fully
. Linked to national GBV database Operational
- Updated quarterly
« Accessible to the publicly

Protection Orders

Operational
« Courts authorized to issue orders but limited
« Number of orders issued in past 12 months: 1-5
« Police enforcement: Occasional

Mandatory Reporting

Fully
Operational

- VAPP Law mandates reporting
- Penalties exist for non-compliance
« Standardized protocols in place

Legal Remedies

« Number of survivors who received Available but
- . . e
= compensation in the past year: None underutilized
_E_ « Number of cases prosecuted under VAPP Act

in the past 12 months: 6-10

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Expand specialized GBV prosecution units and courts to enhance case handling.

. Provide continuous targeted training for law enforcement officers to improve
enforcement efforts.

«  Survivor-centered legal aid should be expanded through increased pro bono
funding and formalized compensation mechanisms to ensure effective redress.
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Federal Capital Territory | Support Service

£ Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),
shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

Yes
48.4%

£ How would you rate the availability
of survivor-centered services

Excellent - 4.2%

cood [N 15

No
51.6%

(a)

SARCs and Shelters

« Number of government-funded
SARCs/Shelters: 2

Actively receiving survivors

Services offered: Psychosocial counselling,
medical care

ooao
=L

0]

o

Free Medical Assistance

- Government facilities NOT mandated to
provide free care

« Cost barriers persist for survivors

« Medical reports and forensic services are
sometimes accessed for prosecution

Victims Support Fund

Functional
but Limited

Unavailable

== « Funding sources: State budget, donor funding Established
Moderate 47% > 2 and private sector contributi'ons ‘ and
w « Services supported: Legal aid, medical care, Operational
\/ psychosocial support, rehabilitation.
Poor 16.0%
Very Poor 16.0%

. Expand the number of SARCs and shelters across the FCT, with at least one well-resourced facility per Area Council.
«  Government health facilities should be mandated to provide free medical care to GBV survivors, addressing cost-related barriers.
- Strengthen coordination between SARCs and legal aid providers to ensure consistent access to forensic services.
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Federal Capital Territory | Coordination Mechanisms

Regulatory Body
- Formally designated body: National Agency for Established
the Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons and
- (NAPTIP) Operational
E\ « Coordinator appointed for domestic violence

prevention

« Annual report: Submitted to government and
National Bureau of Statistics

« Coordination structures: High-Level

Multi-Agency Task Team (Hi-MAT) and the

Service Providers Accountability Resource

Committee (SPARC)

Protection Officers: Appointed in all 6 Area

Councils

Service Provider Registration

/ . State-maintained register regularly updated Established
\ AMi - Register partially circulated key institutions and

such as police stations and courts Operational
« Operational guidelines developed for
accredited providers.

RECOMMENDATIONS

. NAPTIP should strengthen cross-sectoral collaboration through structured
engagement with HIMAT, SPARC members, and other key actors to enhance
coordination and service delivery.

- Provide continuous training for all key actors including personnel from health
institutions, law enforcement agencies, the judiciary, families, religious and
traditional leaders, and community level justice structures.
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Abia State | Respondent Demographics (1 = 339)

Gender Age Educational Level

30.7%
Postgraduate education - 8.0%

I I

1 1

I I

I I

I 0, I

2 236% ‘ Graduate educarion | %
I I

1 ! Technical / vocational education - 8.6%
| 14.2% |

| 7.4% !

I I

1 1

I I

I I

I I

I I

I I

Primary education . 27%

No formal education | 0.3%

18-24 25-35 36-45 46-55 56 and
above

Occupation Location Disabilty Status

4.1%
Yes

seff-empioyed | 3%
civilservant | N NENNGTGT<TNGEGG 153
student |G 7.5%
Private sector employee _ 10.6%
Unemployed - 5.0%
NGO/csO worker [l 4.4%

39.5%
Rural

60.5%
Urban
95.9%
Religious/Traditional leader [l 2.9%

The demographic spread in Abia State reveals a young and relatively educated population, with respondents aged 25-35 making up the largest age group (30.7%) and nearly
half (44.8%) having attained graduate education. Urban residents dominate the sample at 60.5%. Occupations are diverse, with 41.3% self-employed, 18.3% civil servants, and
17.4% students, indicating active economic participation. While disability inclusion is minimal, with only 4.1% identifying as persons with disabilities.
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Abia State | Public Awareness

*:! Have you heard of the VAPP Law? *:! Do you know if the VAPP Law has been

*.:l Would you prefer to pursue cases under
the VAPP Law instead of other laws?

passed in your state?

35.7%
No

53.7%
46.3% Ne.

64.3%
Yes

71.3%

with VAPP Law

I

1

1 Yes, prefer 19.7%

1 VAPP Law Dependson

! my case

I

‘ 7.0%

! No, prefer
. other laws
1

1 1.9%

| Unfamiliar
1

I

How well do you understand the provisions of the VAPP Law?

10.9%

Seen multiple 381%

I

1

I

campaigns Not aware '
of any ,

I

I

28.6% i
Seen a few |
times 0
I

I

1

22.4% |

Not sure ]

. VAPP Law awareness efforts have been carried out in Abia state, with a .

primary focus on law enforcement.
«  Awareness is limited in Abia State, with only 46.3% of respondents

familiar with it. o

«  Also, understanding of the law's contents is shallow, with just 2.5%
having a strong grasp.

-« However, 71.3% of respondents see the law's relevance and prefer to .

pursue legal redress under it.

2.5% 6.4%

Very well Not at all

31.2%
Somewhat 59.9%
well Not so well

RECOMMENDATIONS

Broaden awareness efforts beyond law enforcement to reach a
wider audience, including community leaders, women, youth, and
vulnerable groups.

Develop targeted education programs to improve comprehension of
the VAPP Law, its provisions, and protections, especially among
those who interact with survivors.

Utilize diverse channels (media, community platforms, schools) to
disseminate information, promote awareness, and ensure easy
access to support services and legal redress mechanisms.
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Abia State | Enforcement Systems

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state,

*.:I.i do you think the state's overall response to
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?

45.39% 54.61%
yes No

Which of the following do you think are the major

barriers to implementing the VAPP Law
in your state?

86.0%
80.9%
65.6%
62.4%
[ I I

Traditional/ Inadequate Poor Law Weak Lack of
Religious Funding Enforcement Political Awareness
Resistance Will

FINDINGS

Wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms
Broader definition

Increased public awareness

Improved legal provision for GBV case prosecution
Greater accessto survivor centered services

More coordinated institutional response

Increased GBV focused policy

Increased accountability for perpetrators

No observed significant impact

I 63.7%
I 119
I -2 2%
I 49.7%
I 332%
I 34.4%
I 33.8%
I 20.9%

9.6%

Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced

better access to justice?

Significant improvement [N 12.1%
Moderate improvement I 42.7%

Not sure/Dont Know
Unchanged

Worsened 2.5%

15.3%

27.4%

. Public opinion on the VAPP Law's effectiveness is divided: 45.39% see improvement in GBV response, while 54.61% do not.
- Strides have been made in enhancing the key impacts of the law, such as wider legal recognition (63.7%), expanded definitions of GBV (61.1%), and improved prosecution

measures (49.7%).

. Access to justice under the VAPP Act: 42.7% of respondents see a moderate improvement, while only 12.1% report significant improvement.
. 86.0% of respondents cite lack of awareness, followed closely by weak political will (80.9%), poor law enforcement (65.6%), and inadequate funding (62.4%) as major

barriers to implementation.
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Abia State | Enforcement Systems

Status

Sex Offenders' Register
Unavailable

« Register is non-existence

- No linkage to any GBV national database

Protection Orders

« Courts are authorized to issue orders Operational

- Number of orders issued in the past year is
unavailable

- Police Enforcement is consistent

Mandatory Reporting

Fully

« VAPP Law mandates reporting Operational

« Penalties exist for non-compliance
- Standardized protocols in place

Legal Remedies

- Survivors have successfully obtained Available
compensation or restitution through the
provisions of the VAPP Law.

« More than 20 cases have been prosecuted
under VAPP Act in the past 12 months.

RECOMMENDATIONS

- Establish a Sex Offenders' Register linked to GBV databases to strengthen VAPP
Law enforcement.

. Track and record data on protection orders, compensation, and justice outcomes
to inform policy adjustments.
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Abia State | Support Service

Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),

shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

SARCs and Shelters
31.0%
Yes

Unavailable

. Number of government-funded

69.0% SARCs/Shelters: None

No

Free Medical Assistance

| | (B

of survivor-centered services

Cost barriers persist for survivors
. Medical reports and forensic services are
sometimes accessed for prosecution.

= ap a . Government facilities NOT mandated to U abl
— ; navailable
I How would you rate the availability ol = provide free care
=i

[

Excellent I 29%

Victims Support Fund 5 ilabl
Good [ 133% navailabie
’e‘/ « Victims Support Fund is unavailable
Moderate 61.0% @ %
Poor 15.2% \/
Very Poor 7.6%
RECOMMENDATIONS

. Fast-track completion and operationalization of the three SARCs under construction with RoLAC by 2026.
. Mandate free medical care for survivors in government facilities, removing cost barriers.

. Create a Victims Support Fund to provide financial assistance to survivors.

. Ensure accessible medical reports and forensic services for prosecution and support.
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Abia State | Coordination Mechanisms

Status
Regulatory Body
g - Formally designated body: A body has been Unavailable
= designated but NOT mentioned.
_5_ « Coordinator appointed for domestic violence
prevention.

« Annual report: NOT submitted to government
and National Bureau of Statistics.

« There is a state coordination mechanism

between the relevant MDAs.

Protection Officers are NOT appointed.

Service Provider Registration

Established
EL
Operational

« State-maintained register regularly updated

« Register been circulated to all relevant
institutions (e.g., police stations, protection
officers, and courts)

« Operational guidelines developed for
accredited providers.

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Publicly identify a formal regulatory body for overseeing domestic violence
prevention.

. Appoint Protection Officers to support implementation and enforcement.

. Ensure submission of annual reports to the government and National Bureau of
Statistics for informed decision-making.

. Encourage regular interaction between the regulatory body, affiliated
ministries, and community stakeholders to improve enforcement and service
coordination.
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Adamawa State | Respondent Demographics (1 = 306)

Gender

60.0%
Male

Student

Self-employed

Private sector employee
Civil servant

Unemployed

NGO/CSO worker
Religious/Traditional leader

Retired

Age
I
1
| 37.6%
I 34.0%
I
I
40.0% ! 23.5%
Female I

I
1
I
I
1
f 2.6% 2.3%
| | |
: 18-24 25255} 36-45 46-55 56 and
! above
1

Occupation

I 444%

I 24-8%

I 1%

. s.8%

B 29%

I
1
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
0 52.0%
B 59% ‘ Urban
I
1
I
I
I
I
I

Location

Educational Level

Postgraduate education - 7.8%

Graduate education N <%

Technical / vocational education I 2.6%

Secondary education _ 21.6%

Primary education I 1.6%

No formal education I 2.3%

Disabilty Status

5.9%
Yes

94.1%
No

The survey respondents from Adamawa State are mostly male (60.0%), with females constituting 40.0%. The majority fall within the 18-35 age range, with 37.6% between 25-35
years and 34.0% between 18-24 years. Most respondents are highly educated, with 64.1% holding graduate education and 21.6% having secondary education. Students dominate
the occupational landscape (44.4%), followed by self-employed individuals (24.8%) and private sector employees (11.1%). The sample is almost evenly split between urban (52.0%)
and rural (48.0%) dwellers, with 5.9% of respondents identifying as persons with disabilities.
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Adamawa State | Public Awareness

. | |
*:! Have you heard of the VAPP Law? Do you know if the VAPP Law has been *_ﬂ Would you prefer to pursue cases under

passed in your state? the VAPP Law instead of other laws?

17.4%
Depends on
my case

8.7%

No, prefer

other laws

28.7%

37.6% No

Yes
68.7%

Yes, prefer
VAPP Law

62.4%
No
52%
Unfamiliar
with VAPP Law

71.3%
Yes

Have you seen any state-led awareness campaigns about the VAPP Law? How well do you understand the provisions of the VAPP Law?

I
‘ 0.9%
, Not at all
20.6% ‘ 25.2%
. : ) .
Seig nr:w:al"?lgprﬁ llr\‘O.S% . | 33.0% Not so well
ot aware o any | Very well
I
I
I
26.5% ‘
Seen a few ! 40.9%
12.4% 0 Somewhat well
Not sure !
I

RECOMMENDATION

. The state government has implemented VAPP Law awareness initiatives, . Increase outreach efforts to reach a larger audience, especially
reaching schools, health workers, the public, religious groups, traditional those who haven't been exposed to existing initiatives.
leaders, and market associations. . Enhance awareness initiatives to provide more in-depth information
«  Nonetheless, only 37.6% of respondents in Adamawa State have heard about the VAPP Law's provisions, beyond just raising awareness.
of the VAPP Law. . Identify and target specific groups or areas that have been missed
«  Among those aware of the law, only 33.0% of respondents claim strong by current awareness efforts to increase overall awareness and
knowledge of the VAPP Law's provisions. understanding of the VAPP Law.

«  40.5% of respondents have not seen any state-led awareness initiatives.
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Adamawa State | Enforcement Systems

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state,

*.:I.i do you think the state's overall response to *.:I.i In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

1

: Broader definition [ 450%
: Wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms [ IININEGETENEE :36.8%

: Increased public awareness [ 36.8%
|
|
|
|

42.5%

57.5% No
Yes

Improved legal provision for GBV case prosecution [N 352%
Increased accountability for perpetrators [ NN 249%
More coordinated institutional response [N 18.7%

Which of the following do you think are the major

barriers to implementing the VAPP Law Greater access to survivor centered services  [[IINIENEGEGEEEEEN 17.6%
in your state? )
Increased GBV focused policy [ 161%
No observed significant impact 15.0%

731%

*.:I.i Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced

49.2% better access to justice?
44.6%
I
32.6% ]
Not sure/Dont Know I 36.3%
22.3% !
]
| Moderate improvement I 34.2%
I
‘ Significant improvement I 20.7%
1
Traditional/ Weak Poor Law Inadequate Lack of d
Religious Political Enforcement Funding Awareness 1 UnChanged 7.8%
Resistance will f
| Worsened 1.0%
1
FINDINGS

. 57.5% of respondents think the state's response to GBV has improved since adopting the VAPP Law.

«  The most cited impacts include a broader definition of GBV (45.1%), wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms (36.8%), and increased public awareness (36.8%).
. Access to justice perceptions shows 34.2% report moderate improvement while 20.7% report significant improvement.

. Major challenges include lack of awareness, inadequate funding, poor enforcement, weak political will, and resistance from traditional/religious groups.
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Adamawa State | Enforcement Systems

Sex Offenders' Register

. Register established and functional Fully
. Linked to national GBV database Operational
. Updated quarterly
. Accessible to the publicly

Protection Orders

Operational

. Courts are authorized to issue orders

. Number of orders issued in the past year is
unavailable

. Police Enforcement is consistent

Mandatory Reporting Fully
Operational

REPORT

=

VAPP Law mandates reporting
Penalties exist for non-compliance
. Standardized protocols in place

Legal Remedies

Fully

« Survivors have successfully obtained Operational

compensation or restitution through the
provisions of the VAPP Law.

« Number of cases prosecuted under VAPP Act
in the past 12 months: 6-10.

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Collect and share data on the number of Protection Orders issued to assess
effectiveness.

. Build on existing legal remedies by raising awareness about survivor
compensation and restitution provisions.

Dy




Adamawa State | Support Service

& Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),
shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

@ SARCs and Shelters

s . 5government funded SARCs/Shelters Functional
@ . Actively receiving survivors.
52.3% . Services offered: Temporary housing,

Yes Feeding, Medical services, Skills acquisition

or reintegration support, Legal aid and
Psycho-social counselling.

Free Medical Assistance

! How would you rate the availability

of survivor-centered services

= q_} Di . Government facilities are mandated to Available
ol = |0 rovide free care.
=iniE] g ivors do not f lated
- . urvivors do not face any cost-relate
Excellent [l 23% p——

Soed . Medical reports and forensic services are
ood NN 26.3%

sometimes accessed for prosecution
Moderate [N 46.9%

Victims Support Fund

Poor 12.5% '?‘/ - Funding sources: State budget, donor funding Established
% % and partner support contributions. and
Very Poor 5.0% + Services supported: Medical Services, Operational
SARC/Shelter, Rehabilitation and reintegration.
RECOMMENDATIONS

. Establish additional facilities in underserved areas to improve access to support services.
. Mandate standardized protocols for collecting forensic evidence in public health facilities to ensure consistent availability of medical reports for prosecution.

. Enhance coordination between SARCs, health facilities, and legal aid providers, and diversify funding for the Victims Support Fund to ensure equitable service
coverage.
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Adamawa State | Coordination Mechanisms

Status
Regulatory Body
g . Formally designated body: A body has been
= designated but NOT mentioned. .
_5_ . Coordinator appointed for domestic Established

ELG
Operational

violence prevention.

. Annual report: NOT submitted to
government and National Bureau of
Statistics.

. There is a state coordination mechanism
between the relevant MDAs.

. Protection Officers are NOT appointed.

Service Provider Registration

. State-maintained register regularly updated

. Register been circulated to all relevant Established
institutions (e.g., police stations, protection
officers, and courts)

. Operational guidelines for accredited
providers are in progress.

RECOMMENDATIONS

«  Widely share the register with relevant institutions to improve referrals and
collaboration.

. Develop clear protocols for accredited service providers to standardize
procedures and enhance care quality.

. Provide targeted training, community engagement, and logistical support to
elevate their visibility and capacity, especially in underserved areas.
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Akwa Ibom State | Respondent Demographics (n = 316)

61.5%
Male

Gender

swaen: I o
-

NGo/cso worker [l 7.0%

Self-employed

Civil servant - 5.4%

B 5%

Unemployed

Private sector employee

Occupation

B 32%

Age Educational Level

65.5% :
Postgraduate education

Graduate education
38.5%

I I
1 1
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
Female I I Technical / vocational education
I I
0 23.7% ! Secondary education
I I
: 8.5% : Primary education
‘ . 1.6% 0.6% |
| 1824 2535 3645 4655 S56and ] No formal education
‘ above ‘
I I
Location

44.9%
Rural

551%
Urban

. s

| 0.6%

| 0.9%

| 0.6%

Disabilty Status

0.9%
Yes

99.1%
No

The survey respondents from Akwa Ibom State are predominantly young and male, with 65.5% between 18-24 years old and 61.5% identifying as male. The sample has a mix
of educational backgrounds, with 44.0% holding graduate education and 8.5% having postgraduate qualifications, while 45.3% have secondary education. The respondents
are almost evenly split between urban (55.1%) and rural (44.9%) areas. Students dominate the occupational landscape (66.1%), followed by self-employed individuals (13.3%)
and NGO/CSO workers (7.0%). Persons with disabilities make up a small proportion of the sample (0.9%).
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Akwa Ibom State | Public Awareness

!, l4 Do you know if the VAPP Law has been W Would you prefer to pursue cases under
-
*'" Have you heard of the VAPP Law? #'" passed in your state? *"l the VAPP Law instead of other laws?
I I
0, ! 1 20.4%
32.6% ' n Depends on
Yes ‘ 33.0% ‘ my case
! No ! 3.9%
67.4% ! ! 72.8% No, prefer
No ‘ ‘ Yes, prefer other laws
‘ ‘ VAPP Law
i 67.0% ! 2.9%
‘ Yes : Unfamiliar with
‘ ‘ VAPP Law
I I
1 1
I I

How well do you understand the provisions of the VAPP Law?

29%

Not at all
21.2%
Seen multiple 30.1% 29.1%
campaigns 50.3% Very well Not so well

Not aware of any

14.2%
Seen a few
37.9%
Noggjf/é Somewhat well

RECOMMENDATIONS
.« Akwa Ibom has conducted awareness campaigns on the VAPP Act in the . Expand outreach beyond existing groups to reach wider community
past year, targeting a broad range of groups: schools, religious segments, especially rural populations where awareness is likely
institutions, traditional rulers, market associations, law enforcement, and lowest.
the public. . Increase visibility of campaigns through consistent use of mass
«  Only 32.6% of Akwa Ibom residents have heard of the VAPP law. media and community-based channels.
. Half of the respondents (50.3%) report never seeing any state-led - Strengthen capacity-building efforts by providing simplified,
awareness campaigns. user-friendly information materials and training sessions to improve
«  Among those aware of the VAPP Act, 30.1% report understanding its residents’ understanding of the VAPP Act’s provisions

provisions “very well”.
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Akwa Ibom State | Enforcement Systems

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state,

do you think the state's overall response to *.:I.i In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

252%
No

Broader definition [ 51.5%
Increased public awareness NG 43.7%
Wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms [N 39.8%
Increased accountability for perpetrators [ 39.8%
Improved legal provision for GBV case prosecution [N 38.8%

Whichlof the following|do youlthinklarethelmajor More coordinated institutional response [N 32.0%
barriers to implementing the VAPP Law Greater access to survivor centered services [N 29.1%

in your state?
Increased GBV focused policy I 26.2%

I
U No observed significant impact 7.8%
1
I

1

I

I

I

I

I

74.8% I
Yes ]
1

|

I

1

68.9%

*l| Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced
45.6% 48.5% B8 better accessto justice?

21.4% I
16.5% I

Traditional/ Weak Inadequate  Poor Law Lack of
Religious  Political Funding Enforcement Awareness
Resistance Will

Significant improvement I 39.8%

Moderate improvement [T 32.0%

Unchanged 7.8%

I

1

|

I

1

: Not sure/Dont Know I 18.4%
I

I

I

: Worsened 19%

1

FINDINGS

. 74.8% say the state’s GBV response has improved since the VAPP Act.

«  Access to justice shows 39.8% report major improvement.

. Key impacts include broader GBV definition (51.5%), higher awareness (43.7%), and stronger legal recognition (39.8%).
. Main barriers are low awareness (68.9%), weak enforcement (48.5%), and poor funding (45.6%).
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Akwa Ibom State | Enforcement Systems

Sex Offenders' Register

< Register established and functional Fully

. Linked to national GBV database Operational

. Updated quarterly

. Accessible to relevant and selected
authorities.

Protection Orders Operational

. Courts are authorized to issue orders

. Number of orders issued in the past 12
months: More than 10

. Police Enforcement: Occasionally

Fully
Mandatory Reporting Operational

. VAPP Law mandates reporting
. Penalties exist for non-compliance
. Standardized protocols in place

Legal Remedies Fully
- . . Operational
= « Survivors have successfully obtained
_E- compensation or restitution through the

provisions of the VAPP Law.
« Number of cases prosecuted under VAPP Act
in the past 12 months: 11-20.

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Improve enforcement of Protection Orders by ensuring consistent police
compliance and setting up monitoring systems to track implementation.

. Strengthen use of the Sex Offenders’ Register by widening access for relevant
stakeholders and promoting integration with other justice sector tools.

. Expand survivor support through legal remedies by increasing awareness of
compensation options and scaling up the number of VAPP Act prosecutions.
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Akwa Ibom State | Support Service

& Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),
shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

@ SARCs and Shelters

e . Government funded SARCs and Shelters: 1. Functional
35 No @ +  Actively receiving survivors.
es

Services offered: Temporary housing,
Feeding, Medical services, Skills acquisition
or reintegration support, Legal aid and
Psycho-social counselling.

Free Medical Assistance

! How would you rate the availability

of survivor-centered services

Government facilities NOT mandated to Available
provide free care

. Survivors continue to face cost barriers.
Excellent - 10.9% . Medical reports and forensic services are

sometimes accessed for prosecution.
Good [NNEGEGEEEEN 28.9%
Moderate [N 38:3%

GL|

goo
=L

Victims Support Fund

A « Victims support fund has been established but q
Poor 1.7% @ % is not currently active. Unavailable
Very Poor 10.2% I
RECOMMENDATIONS

- Mandate free medical and forensic services in all government health facilities to remove access barriers for survivors.
. Operationalize the Victims Support Fund with dedicated budgets and partnerships to sustain shelters, SARCs, and survivor services.
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Akwa Ibom State | Coordination Mechanisms

Status

Regulatory Body

. Formally designated body: All agencies
involved.
L . Coordinator appointed for domestic Established
= violence prevention. and
_E_ « Annual report: Submitted to government Operational
and National Bureau of Statistics
. There is a state coordination mechanism
between the relevant MDAs.
. Protection Officers are appointed across
LGAs.

Service Provider Registration

. State-maintained register regularly updated

. Register been circulated to all relevant
institutions (e.g., police stations, protection Established
officers, and courts)

. Operational guidelines for accredited
providers have been developed.

RECOMMENDATIONS

- Strengthen coordination mechanisms by ensuring effective monitoring of
Protection Officers across LGAs and wider dissemination of annual reports to
improve accountability.

. Enhance service provider registration through regular compliance checks,
continuous updates, and strict adherence to operational guidelines for
accredited providers.
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Anambra State | Respondent Demographics (n = 313)

Gender Age Educational Level

Postgraduate education - 12.8%

1 1
1 1
| |
1 1
1 1
| |
1 1
1 1
1 1
I 19.5% I
1 1
1 1
1 1
| |
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1

44.9% 551% ) . .
Male T e Technical / vocational education l 2.9%

14.7% Secondary education _ 23.3%

10.2%
I l 10% Primary education . 4.5%
18-24 25-35  36-45  46-55  56and No formal education | 1.6%
above
Occupation Location Disabilty Status

Student [N 47.9%
Self-employed [N 1°.5%
Civil servant [ 89%

51%
Yes

31.9%
Rural

94.9%
No

Private sector employee [l 6.4%

o)
NGO/CSO worker [l 5.4% A

Religious/Traditional leader [l 3.8% Urban

I
1
I
I
I
I
I
I
Unemployed [l 7.0% |
1
I
I
1
I
I
Professional Services | 1.0% :

1

The respondent profile from Anambra State is predominantly youthful, with 54.6% aged 18-24 years, and highly educated, with 67.8% having higher education. The majority (68.1%)
reside in urban areas, and there's a slight female majority (55.1%). Students make up the largest occupational group (47.9%), followed by self-employed individuals (19.5%) and civil
servants (8.9%). Additionally, 5.1% of respondents have disabilities.
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Anambra State | Public Awareness

with VAPP Law

!, l4 Do you know if the VAPP Law has been W Would you prefer to pursue cases under
-
*'" Have you heard of the VAPP Law? #'" passed in your state? *"l the VAPP Law instead of other laws?
I I
i i 22.7%
I I e Depends on
U 35.9% ! -©70 my case
40.9% I No I Yes, prefer
Yes ' w VAPP Law
59.1% i ,
No ! ‘ 16.4%
‘ 641% ‘ No, prefer other laws
1 : 1
! ves ! 31%
! ! Unfamiliar
1 1
I I

*_:l How well do you understand the provisions of the VAPP Law?

} 31%
‘ Not at all
20.8% ! 3,49
Seen multiple | 470
campaigpns 46.3% ‘ Very well 33.6%
Not aware of any | Not so well
19.8% !
Seen a few ‘ e E
13.1% ' Somewhat well
Not sure !

RECOMMENDATIONS
. The state government has conducted awareness campaigns on the . Expand outreach efforts to reach a broader audience, particularly
VAPP Law, targeting the general public with information on legal, health, those who have not been exposed to existing awareness initiatives.
and social support services. . Develop and deliver culturally appropriate, multilingual educational
«  40.91% of respondents in Anambra State have heard of the VAPP Law. materials through partnerships with traditional leaders, religious
«  Among those aware, only 23.4% of respondents report understanding organizations, and community-based groups.
the law very well. . Institutionalize regular awareness drives that combine mass media
«  Exposure to awareness initiatives is limited, with 46.31% of respondents campaigns with grassroots engagement to improve practical
reporting they have not seen any campaigns, and only 20.8% reporting understanding of legal protections and support services under the
exposure to multiple campaigns. VAPP Law.
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Anambra State | Enforcement Systems

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state,

*.:I.i do you think the state's overall response to In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

27.6%
No

Broader definition [N 46.9%
Improved legal provision for GBV case prosecution |GG 44.5%
Wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms [ 44.5%
Increased public awareness TN 36.7%
Increased accountability for perpetrators [N 289%
More coordinated institutional response [N 28.9%

72.4%
Yes

*:i Which of the following do you think are the major

barriers to implementing the VAPP Law Greater access to survivor centered services [IIIIINIEGGNNNNNNNNNNNNNEE 258%
in your state?
Increased GBV focused policy I 22.7%
No observed significant impact 8.6%

61.7%

453% *.:I.i Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced

better access to justice?

35.0% 36.7%

25.0% I

Weak Traditional/ Poor Law Inadequate Lack of

Significant improvement I 36.7%
Moderate improvement TS 32.8%

I
1
|
I
1
I
w Not sure/Dont Know [ 17.2%
I
I
I
I
I
1

Political ~ Religious  Enforcement Funding Awareness Unchanged 10.9%
Will Resistance
Worsened 2.3%
FINDINGS

. 72.4% of respondents perceive an improvement in the state’s response to GBV since the domestication of the VAPP Law.

-« The most notable impacts include challenging entrenched GBV culture as the definition covers a broader spectrum (46.9%), strengthening legal frameworks for
prosecuting GBV cases (44.5%), broader recognition of GBV-related crimes, and increased public awareness (44.5%).

. Perceptions of access to justice remain uneven: 36.7% report significant improvement, 32.8% report moderate progress, and 10.9% observe no change.

. Key barriers affecting implementation include low awareness of the law (61.7%), inadequate funding (45.3%), poor law enforcement (36.7%), and the limitation in
knowledge of some stakeholder (Traditional/Religious bodies -35.2%).
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Anambra State | Enforcement Systems

Sex Offenders' Register

. Register established and functional.

. Publicly accessible. Fully

. Integrated with state and national GBV Operational
databases.

. Updated regularly to support offender
tracking and accountability.

Protection Orders Operational

@ . Courts authorized to issue orders.
! . Police and security actors consistently
enforce orders.

. Number of orders issued in the past 12
months not documented.

Partially
Mandatory Reporting Operational
. Reporting required for professionals in
health, education, and social welfare
sectors.
. Lack of statutory penalties for
non-compliance.
. Standardized protocols in place.

Legal Remedies
ﬁ’ « Survivors can access pro bono legal aid and
Yex

Fully
Operational

pursue restitution.
« Over 20 GBV cases have been prosecuted
under the VAPP Law in the past year.

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Strengthen institutional coordination by developing data-sharing protocols and
cross-jurisdictional agreements.

. Expand survivor-centered legal support through increased funding for pro bono
services.

. Establish specialized GBV prosecution units and a centralized case management
system.
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Anambra State | Support Service

Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),

shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

SARCs and Shelters

@ . Number of government-funded
48.9% . SARCs/Shelters: 1
No 5 e 5
@ . Actively receiving survivors
. Services offered: medical care,
511%

v psychosocial counselling, forensic
es .
documentation

Free Medical Assistance

—
HfOW would you ratz the availability 'ﬂ’ ﬁ . Government facilities are mandated to
of survivor-centered services g = g provide free care.

o m DI . Survivors do not face any cost-related

barriers.
Excellent [N 3.0%

. Survivors regularly obtain medical reports

and forensic evidence for use in
Good [ 20.6% prosecutions.

Moderate 46.9% Victims Support Fund

Poor 1.3% I

Q % + No evidence of a Victims Support Fund in the
N2 state.
Very Poor 8.2% - Survivors lack financial, psychosocial, or
rehabilitative assistance beyond medical care.
RECOMMENDATIONS

Functional
but limited

Fully

Operational

Not
Established

- Establish a survivor-centered support infrastructure, including at least one fully operational SARC per senatorial district and safe shelters across all LGAs.

. Create a statutory Victims Support Fund with diverse revenue streams to finance rehabilitation, skills acquisition, and emergency relief.
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Anambra State | Coordination Mechanisms

Status

Regulatory Body

. GBV Response Committee designated as
the lead coordinating body.

g . Coordinator appointed to oversee domestic Established
= violence prevention. and
_E_ . Annual implementation reports submitted to Operational
the state government and National Bureau
of Statistics.

. Cross-sectoral coordination exists across
justice, women affairs, health, finance, and
education ministries.

. Protection Officers deployed in Area
Councils to support judiciary and localized
service delivery.

Service Provider Registration
Not Available

. No formal accreditation or registration
system for GBV service providers.

. No evidence of a regularly updated service
provider register.

. List of providers not disseminated to police,
courts, or other frontline actors.

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Establish and operationalize a formal accreditation framework for GBV service
providers, including a regularly updated register and clear operational
guidelines to standardize referrals and strengthen service delivery.

. Strengthen coordination structures by empowering the GBV Response
Committee to engage both state and non-state actors through inclusive
platforms and provide continuous capacity building for frontline institutions to
ensure survivor-centered, cross-sectoral collaboration.
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Bauchi State | Respondent Demographics (1 = 305)

Gender Age Educational Level

51.1%
5 Postgraduate education - 16.1%

Religious/Traditional leader [l 2.0%

Professional Services | 0.3%

I I
1 1
I I
I I
I I
I I
| | Graduate education N 7
Female , ,
| 24.6% I Technical / vocational education | 0.7%
I I
62.5% ‘ 14.4% ‘ )
Secondary education .29
Male ‘ o ‘ ry educati - 10.2%
: . 22%’ : Primary education I 1.6%
J 18-24 25-35 36-45 46-55 56 and J .
I above I No formal education ‘ 0.3%
I I
I I
Occupation Location Disabilty Status
I I
Civil servant [ 25.6% ‘ ‘
‘ ‘ 82%
Student [N 20.3% ‘ ‘ Yes
I I
Self-employed [N 18.0% | ‘
] 46.9% ]
Unemployed [N 16.4% | Rural |
I I
NGO/CSO worker I 13.4% | 53.1% |
, Urban , 91.8%
Private sector employee [l 3.9% i | No
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I

Respondents from Bauchi State presents a well-educated, predominantly male demographic with 62.5% male and 37.5% female participants. Educational levels are remarkably
high, with 87.2% holding graduate qualifications. The age profile is heavily concentrated among working-age adults, with 75.7% falling between 25 and 45 years, particularly
the 25-35 age bracket, representing over half (51.1%) of respondents. Occupational distribution shows strong representation from the public sector, with civil servants leading at
25.6%, followed by students (20.3%) and self-employed individuals (18.0%). The geographical spread demonstrates a slight urban majority at 53.1% versus 46.9% rural residents,
while persons with disabilities constitute 8.2% of the sample.
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Bauchi State | Public Awareness

. | |
*:! Have you heard of the VAPP Law? Do you know if the VAPP Law has been *_ﬂ Would you prefer to pursue cases under

passed in your state? the VAPP Law instead of other laws?

18.3%
Depends on
my case
53%
No, prefer
other laws

32.8%

No
43.0%
Yes 57.0%
No

Yes, prefer 31%
VAPP Law Unfamiliar with
VAPP Law

67.2%

I
1
I
I
I
I
I
l 73.3%
I
I
Yes ]
I
1
I

Have you seen any state-led awareness campaigns about the VAPP Law? How well do you understand the provisions of the VAPP Law?

I
! 0.8%
i Not at all
27.2% I
Seen multiple 43.9% ‘ %\‘80.%‘?0 el
campaigns Not aware ‘
of any ‘
‘ 42.7%
‘ Very well
I
i
[ ' 282%
Seen a 1’evx;j ’?“5% | Somewhat well
ot sure ‘
I

. The state government has implemented VAPP Law awareness initiatives, . Scale up awareness campaigns across all LGAs using radio, TV,
reaching schools, health workers, the public, religious groups, traditional digital platforms, and locally translated materials to bridge
leaders, and market associations. knowledge gaps.
«  Nonetheless, only 43% of respondents have heard of the VAPP Law. . Leverage community structures by engaging traditional rulers,
«  427% of those who have heard of the VAPP Act, understand its religious leaders, and schools to deliver culturally relevant
provisions "very well". messaging.
«  43.9% of respondents are not aware any state-led awareness initiatives. . Institutionalize regular sensitization with feedback systems to track
effectiveness and ensure continuous public education on the VAPP
Law.
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Bauchi State | Enforcement Systems

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state,
*.:I.i do you think the state's overall response to
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

*.:I.i In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?

22.3%
No

77.7%
Yes

*:i Which of the following do you think are the major

barriers to implementing the VAPP Law
in your state?

66.4%
s oo
0, . 170
| zi/o I I
Traditional/ Inadequate  Weak Poor Law Lack of

Religious Funding Political Enforcement Awareness
Resistance Wwill
FINDINGS

Broader definition

Improved legal provision for GBV case prosecution
Increased public awareness

Wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms
Increased accountability for perpetrators

More coordinated institutional response

Greater access to survivor centered services
Increased GBV focused policy

No observed significant impact

I 48.9%
I £7.3%
I 42.0%
I 38.2%
I 321%
I 29.0%
I 26.0%
I 19.8%

9.9%

*.:I.i Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced

better access to justice?

Significant improvement I 40.5%

Moderate improvement I 320%

Unchanged

Worsened

I
1
|
I
1
I
w Not sure/Dont Know I 19.1%
I
I
I
I
I
1

6.9%

1.5%

. 77.7% believe Bauchi State’s GBV response has improved since the VAPP Law, compared to 22.3% who see no change.

«  Access to justice shows progress, with 40.5% reporting significant improvement and 32.1% moderate improvement.

. Key impacts include a broader GBV definition (48.9%), stronger legal provisions for prosecution (47.3%), and increased public awareness (42.0%).

. Major barriers remain, led by lack of awareness (66.4%), poor law enforcement (38.9%), weak political will (35.1%), inadequate funding (32.8%), and traditional/religious

resistance (30.5%).
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Bauchi State | Enforcement Systems

Sex Offenders' Register

Unavailable

. Register is non-existence.
. No linkage to any GBV national database

Protection Orders

. Courts are authorized to issue orders Operational

. Number of orders issued in the past year is
unavailable

. Police enforcement: Occasional

Mandatory Reporting

= Not

’m = . Reporting is not mandatory. Operational
! / . Penalties exist for non-compliance

{ . Standardized protocols in place

Legal Remedies

« Survivors have successfully obtained
compensation or restitution through the

==
=
_E_ provisions of the VAPP Law.

« Number of cases prosecuted under VAPP Act
in the past 12 months: More than 20 cases.

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Establish a Sex Offenders’ Register linked to national databases to strengthen
offender monitoring and community protection.
. Make reporting mandatory.

Fully
Operational




Bauchi State | Support Service

Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),

shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

SARCs and Shelters
40.3%

No . One government-funded SARC

@ . Actively receiving survivors Func.tlo.nal
. Services offered: medical treatment, but limited
Post-Exposure Prophylaxis (PEP),
counseling, documentation, and referral to
prosecution

59.7%
Yes

Free Medical Assistance

Available
How would you rate the availability

e T e e lﬂ:l . Govgrnment facilities are mandated to
oly a provide free care.
[ | il [ =] . Survivors do not face any cost-related
=) m l:ll barriers.
Excellent - 71% . Medical reports and forensic services are
sometimes accessed for prosecution. Unavailable
Good N =%
—_— = ictl Fun
Moderate e A Victims Support Fund
Poor 11.6% @ é . Victims Support Fund is unavailable
Very Poor 12.6% \/
RECOMMENDATIONS

. Establish government-funded SARCs and shelters to provide safe spaces and comprehensive support services for survivors.
- Strengthen free medical assistance by ensuring consistent access to forensic services and timely issuance of medical reports for prosecution.
. Create and operationalize a Victims Support Fund with dedicated budget lines to provide financial relief and sustain survivor services.
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Bauchi State | Coordination Mechanisms

Status

Regulatory Body

. Formally designated body: GBV Response
Committee.

. Coordinator appointed for domestic Established
= violence prevention. but limited
E . Annual report: NOT submitted to
government and National Bureau of
Statistics

. There is a state coordination mechanism
between the relevant MDAs.

. Protection Officers have NOT been
appointed across LGAs.

Service Provider Registration

. No state-maintained register
. Operational guidelines for accredited Unavailable
providers are not available progress.

RECOMMENDATIONS 1 i i P i, 1 WO

. Strengthen the regulatory body by ensuring annual reporting, appointing
Protection Officers across all LGAs, and improving accountability in
coordination mechanisms.

. Establish a state service provider register with clear operational guidelines to
standardize accreditation and improve coordination among GBV service
providers.
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Bayelsa State | Respondent Demographics (n = 297)
Gender Age Educational Level

37.0%
33.7%

Postgraduate education 5.7%

30.0%
Male 70.0%

I I
1 1
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I

Female ‘ 17.5% ‘
I I

0
. T . Secondary education _ 232%
I I
1 1
‘ 0.3% ‘ Primary education _ 222%
I — I
I 18-24 25-35  36-45 46-55 56 .and I
i above
I I
Occupation Location Disabilty Status
3.0%
Rural
Civil servant _ 12.8% 97.0%
465% No

Unemployed I 1.3%

U I

0 I

U I

J I

. 1

U I

J I

. 1

L I

Private sector employee 6.4% ! Urban |
ployee [ 64 ‘ ‘
l I

0 1

d I

NGO/CSO worker I 1.0% ‘ ‘
: I

l I

0 1

The state’s demographic profile shows a predominantly young and female population, with females making up 70% and the largest age groups between 18—24 years (37%) and
25-35 years (33.7%). Education levels vary, as nearly half (48.8%) have graduate education while others completed secondary (23.2%) or primary education (22.2%). Self-employed
individuals (47.5%) and students (31%) form the bulk of respondents, reflecting diverse livelihood patterns that shape how people access information and engage with GBV issues.
A slight majority live in rural areas (53.5%), while persons with disabilities constitute 11% of the sample.
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Bayelsa State | Public Awareness

with VAPP Law

!, l4 Do you know if the VAPP Law has been W Would you prefer to pursue cases under
-
*'" Have you heard of the VAPP Law? #'" passed in your state? *"l the VAPP Law instead of other laws?
I I
1 1 352%
| 17.29% ] aepceansison
48.8% | NG | Y
Yes I 82.8% |
51.2% ' Yes ' 1.4%
No 1 1 No, prefer
1 1 other laws
i i 60.7%
1 | Yes, prefer
, , VAPP Law 28%
1 1 Unfamiliar
1 1
I I

How well do you understand the provisions of the VAPP Law?

0.7% 2.8%

I
1
3.7% 50.5% ! Very well Not at all
Seen multiple N 270 !
campaigns SEERERR 1
ofany ‘ 24.8%
1 Not so well

I
40.7% ‘
Seen a few !
times d
I

I 71.7%

35.0% Somewhat

Not sure ! well
I

RECOMMENDATIONS
. Bayelsa has implemented VAPP Law awareness initiatives targeting . Expand and diversify awareness campaigns to reach schools, rural
diverse groups and the public. communities, traditional leaders, and marginalized groups for
. Just 48.8% of Bayelsa residents have heard of the VAPP Law. deeper understanding of the VAPP Law.
«  Among those aware, 82.8% know the law has been passed in the state, «  Track and publish campaign metrics to enable transparent
and 60.7% would prefer pursuing cases under it. evaluation and continuous improvement of outreach strategies.

. Understanding is shallow: while 71.7% say they know the law “somewhat
well” only 0.7% report strong knowledge.
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Bayelsa State | Enforcement Systems

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state,

do you think the state's overall response to *.:I.i In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

32.4%
No

Broader definition NI 59.7%
Wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms | NN 2°.0%

1
I
1
1
I
67.6% ‘
Yes !
I
1
I
1
1

Improved legal provision for GBV case prosecution [ 17.9%

Increased public awareness [ 11.7%
Greater access to survivor centered services - 6.2%

More coordinated institutional response [l 4.8%
Which of the following do you think are the major N
barriers to implementing the VAPP Law Increased accountability for perpetrators [l 4.1%

H yd
LA Loy Increased GBV focused policy B 41%

: No observed significant impact 3.4%
97.2% I
|

*.:I.i Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced

better access to justice?

Moderate improvement [ 64.1%

I
20.7% ‘
15.9% !
7.6% 83% . . ! )
- 1 Unchanged I 17 5%
Poor Law Weak Inadequate Traditional/  Lack of ]
Enforcement Political Funding Religious  Awareness l Not sure/Dont Know 1.7%
Will Resistance ‘ :
I
: Significant improvement 6.2%
I
1

FINDINGS

. Most respondents (67.6%) believe the state’s GBV response has improved since the VAPP Law, though progress remains gradual.

- The law’s biggest impact is its broader GBV definition, cited by 89.7%, followed by improved legal recognition of diverse abuse forms (29.0%) and stronger prosecutorial
provisions (17.9%).

. For access to justice remains, 64.1% report moderate improvement, only 6.2% see significant progress, while 29.6% note no change or are uncertain.

. Lack of awareness is the dominant barrier (97.2%), far outweighing cultural/religious resistance (20.7%), inadequate funding (15.9%), weak political will (8.3%), and poor
law enforcement (7.6%).
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Bayelsa State | Enforcement Systems

Sex Offenders' Register Unavailable

. No Register is available.

@ Protection Orders
g . Courts are authorized to issue orders Operational

. Number of orders issued in the past year is
unavailable
. Police Enforcement is not consistent

= Mandatory Reporting

Not

— - Reporting is not mandatory. Operational
g . Penalties exist for non-compliance
‘ . Standardized protocols in place
=

Legal Remedies

Unavailable

« Legal aid providers or pro-bono lawyers for
survivors are NOT available.

RECOMMENDATIONS

- Strengthen the Sex Offenders’ Register by ensuring regular updates and
expanding controlled public access to enhance transparency and community
safety.

. Improve enforcement of Protection Orders through consistent police compliance,
monitoring, and clear reporting on issued orders.

. Establish mandatory reporting and legal aid services with standardized protocols
and accessible pro-bono support for survivors.
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Bayelsa State | Support Service

Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),

shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

48.8%

Yes 512%
No

How would you rate the availability

of survivor-centered services

Excellent . 4.8%

Good [N 03%

Moderate 62.1%
Poor 0.7%

Very Poor 2.1%

RECOMMENDATIONS

W

SARCs and Shelters

. Government funded SARCs and Shelters
are available.

. Actively receiving survivors.

. Services offered: Temporary housing, Skills
acquisition or reintegration support, Medical
services and Feeding.

Available

]

goo

=L+
10|

00

Free Medical Assistance

Available

. Government facilities are NOT mandated to
provide free care.

. Survivors face any cost-related barriers.

. Medical reports and forensic services are
sometimes accessed for prosecution

A\

(@

Unavailable
Victims Support Fund

« Funding sources: State budget, donor funding
and partner support contributions.

« Services supported: SARC/Shelter,
Rehabilitation and reintegration.

Mandate free medical assistance in all government health facilities to eliminate cost barriers and ensure equitable survivor care.
Ensure consistent forensic and medical reporting by standardizing access to documentation required for GBV prosecution.
Strengthen the Victims Support Fund through sustainable budgetary commitments and improved transparency in resource allocation.
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Bayelsa State | Coordination Mechanisms

Status

Regulatory Body

— Established
_E- . A regulatory body has not been established

Service Provider Registration

. State-maintained register exists but NOT Unavailable
regularly updated

. Register been circulated to some relevant
institutions.

. Operational guidelines for accredited
providers are in progress.

RECOMMENDATIONS

«  Appoint a lead regulatory body and coordinator to oversee VAPP Law
implementation, with a clear reporting framework and annual submissions to
state and federal authorities.

. Institutionalize service provider accreditation by maintaining an updated
register and ensuring circulation to all relevant institutions.

. Develop and promote operational guidelines while building awareness and
capacity among stakeholders for effective use.
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Benue State | Respondent Demographics (n = 297)

Gender Age Educational Level

42.8% Postgraduate education [l 1.7%

Graduate education [ NG 52 7%

455% 254%

Male Technical / vocational education . 4.5%

1 1
54.5% : 201% :
Female , n
‘ ‘ Secondary education [ 28.8%
' 6.8% 4.9% |
I I

Primary education [| 1.9%

18-24  25-35 36-45  46-55 56and

above No formal education | 0.4%

Occupation Location Disabilty Status

Seifemployed NG 25 5%
Student NG 3%
Civilservant NI 5%
Unemployed N 1/4% s57%

I I
1 1
I I 11.0%
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
) ! 44.3% Rural ‘
Private sector employee [N ©.5% ! Urban |
I I
I I
1 1
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I

Yes

NGO/CSO worker [ 6.1%

Religious/Traditional leader [N 4.5%

89.0%

Professional Services | 0.4% No

Retired 0.4%

The respondent profile from Benue State reflects a well-educated, rural-leaning sample. Two-thirds of respondents (64.4%) had graduate or postgraduate education, while just
over half (55.7%) reside in rural areas. Women represent 54.5% of respondents, while young adults aged 25-35 years form the largest group at 42.8%. Self-employed individuals
(25.8%) and students (23.1%) dominate occupational categories, followed by civil servants (15.9%) and unemployed respondents (14.4%). Persons with disabilities constitute 11%
of the sample.
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Benue State | Public Awareness

*:! Do you ki

#_:! Have you heard of the VAPP Law?

now if the VAPP Law has been

Would you prefer to pursue cases under

L

passed in your state?

24.4%
No

I
1
I
I
I
I
62.1% i
Yes I

I

1 75.6%

] Yes

I

1

I

the VAPP Law instead of other laws?

I

1

l 47.0%

1 Yes, prefer

| VAPP Law 45.7%

! Depends on
my case

I

I

I

1

I

! 1.8% 5.5%

1 Unfamiliar No, prefer

] with VAPP Law other laws

How well do you understand the provisions of the VAPP Law?

*_:l Have you seen any state-led awareness campaigns about the VAPP Law?
I
1
17.0% ,
Seen multiple i
campaigns ‘
38.6% ‘
Not aware
ofany !
I
I
25.0% :
Seen a few
times !
19.3% !
Not sure !
I

The state government has implemented VAPP Law awareness initiatives,
reaching schools, health workers, the public, religious groups, traditional
leaders, and market associations.

62.1% of respondents in Benue State have heard of the VAPP Law.
Among those aware of the law, only 20.7% report strong knowledge of
its provisions, while nearly half admit poor understanding.

47.0% of respondents would pursue legal action under the VAPP Act.

20.7%

Very well 3.0%

Not at all

46.3%

Not so well

29.9%
Somewhat
well

RECOMMENDATIONS

Increase outreach efforts to reach a larger audience, especially
those who haven't been exposed to existing initiatives.

Enhance awareness initiatives to provide more in-depth information
about the VAPP Law's provisions, beyond just raising awareness.
Institutionalize training for frontline workers and engage community
champions/peer educators for sustained awareness.
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Benue State | Enforcement Systems

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state,

do you think the state's overall response to In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

441%
No

Broader definition e 56.7%
Improved legal provision for GBV case prosecution [IIINENEGGN 43.9%
Wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms N 37.2%
Increased public awareness [N 34.8%
Increased accountability for perpetrators [N 30.5%

More coordinated institutional response [N 25.6%

r;?:?;::;?;;Tg;v;m?n‘;ot%:{/r;:k:\t B0y Greater access to survivor centered services [N 25.6%

in your state? Increased GBV focused policy [N 213%

No observed significant impact 12.2%

55.9%
yes

|
82.9% !
1
|

*.:I.i Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced

47.0% 47.0% better access to justice?
34.1% I
28.0% | Moderate improvement GGG 31.7%

I
‘ Unchanged I 22.6%
1
: Significant improvement 21.3%

Traditional/ Weak Inadequate Poor Law Lack of !

Religious Political Funding Enforcement Awareness ! Not sure/Dont Know 17.7%

Resistance Will J
0 Worsened 6.7%
I
1

FINDINGS

. 55.9% of respondents believe the state’s response to GBV has improved, while 44.1% see no significant change.

. Key impacts include broader GBV definitions (56.7%), stronger prosecution provisions (43.9%), and wider legal recognition (37.2%).
»  Access to justice shows 31.7% report moderate improvement and 21.3% significant progress, though many remain unconvinced.

. Major barriers include lack of awareness (82%), poor enforcement (47%), weak political will (47%), and inadequate funding (34.1%).
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Benue State | Enforcement Systems

Sex Offenders' Register

. Register established and functional Functional
. Linked to national GBV database but limited
. Irregularly updated

. Accessible to the publicly

Protection Orders

g@ . Courts are authorized to issue orders Operational
. Number of orders issued in the past year is
unavailable
. Police Enforcement is consistent

Mandatory Reporting

H
g

Fully

. VAPP Law mandates reporting Operational

. Penalties exist for non-compliance
—— . Standardized protocols in place

Legal Remedies

+ Legal aid and pro bono services are available
for survivors.

Partially

_E_\ « Number of survivors who received Operational
compensation in the past year: None
« Number of cases prosecuted under VAPP Act
in the past 12 months: 11-20.

RECOMMENDATIONS

- Strengthen awareness campaigns targeting communities, schools, and local
leaders to address the major gap in public knowledge.

- Improve enforcement and monitoring by ensuring regular updates of the Sex
Offenders’ Register and publishing data on Protection Orders.

- Expand survivor support by activating compensation mechanisms and scaling up
access to legal remedies beyond legal aid.

- Increase political and financial commitment through stronger state funding,
coordinated oversight, and accountability frameworks across MDAs.
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Benue State | Support Service

Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),

shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

53.8% 46.2% SARCs and Shelters
Yes No
. One government-owned SARC Available but
. SARC is non-functional due to absence of Non-functional

dedicated budget line for its operations

Free Medical Assistance

| |

= :3: a . Government facilities are not mandated to
o = o provide free care.
| el e e R I . Survivors face cost-related barriers. :
of survivor-centered services o m (=) Unavailable

. Medical reports and forensic services are
only sometimes accessed for prosecution.

Excellent [ 7.1%

Good |GG 27.5%

Victims Support Fund

« Funding sources: Primarily donor and partner

Moderate 39.4% Z support.
Q" % « It has not received or disbursed resources in Established
Poor 14.8% the past year. but Inactive
« Previously supported legal aid, medical care,
0
Vsl peeit = ° psychosocial services, and SARC/Shelter
operations.

- Strengthen SARCs and Shelters by improving funding, expanding coverage across communities, and ensuring consistent quality of survivor-centered services.

. Mandate free medical care in government health facilities for GBV survivors, including guaranteed access to medical reports and forensic documentation needed
for prosecutions.

. Reactivate and sustain the Victims Support Fund through stable state budget allocations and stronger donor/partner engagement to provide continuous financial
and psychosocial support for survivors.
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Benue State | Coordination Mechanisms

Status

Regulatory Body

. Formally designated body: Ministry of
Women Affairs

. Coordinator for domestic violence Established

= prevention: Not appointed. but Limited
_5_ . Annual report: Submitted to state

government but not to the National Bureau
of Statistics.

. There is a state coordination mechanism
between the relevant MDAs.

. Protection Officers are appointed across
LGAs.

Service Provider Registration

. State-maintained register exists but is
infrequently updated.

. Register circulated only to some institutions
(e.g., police stations, protection officers,
courts), leaving gaps.

. Operational guidelines for accredited
providers are in place.

RECOMMENDATIONS

«  Appoint a Domestic Violence Coordinator within the Ministry of Women
Affairs to provide dedicated leadership and strengthen oversight of VAPP Law
implementation.

. Ensure annual reports are submitted to the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS)
for integration into national data systems and to enhance accountability.

. Update and fully circulate the service provider register regularly, ensuring all
relevant institutions (police, courts, health facilities, and protection officers)
have access, alongside finalized operational guidelines.

Established
but Limited
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Borno State | Respondent Demographics (n = 329)

Gender Age Educational Level

44.1%
Postgraduate education - 14.9%

I I
1 1
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
56.3% 43.8% I :
Malec Female i 22.5% I Technical / vocational education I 2.7%
I I
15.2%
0 ’ 14.0% 0 Secondary education _ 29.5%
I I
: I 43% : Primary education l 3.0%
: o : No formal education I 0.9%
. 18-24 25-35 36-45 46-55 56and ‘
‘ above ‘
Occupation Location Disabilty Status

Unemployed I 2c.7%
seff-employed | NN ' %
student N ' 5%

14.3%
Yes

9
civilservan: - I 12.5% p— 54.7%
85.7%

Private sector employee - 4.6% No

Religious/Traditional leader - 33%

Professional Services I 0.6%

I
1
I
I
I
I
I
I
‘ Urb
NGo/cso worker NN 1.2% ! roan
I
I
1
I
I
I
I
I

A slight majority of the respondents in Borno State are male (56.3%) while 43.8% are female. While 54.7% reside in rural areas, 45.3% in urban areas. The largest age group is
25-35 years (44.1%), followed by those aged 36-45 (22.5%). Educational attainment is relatively high, with 48.9% holding tertiary qualifications and 14.9% having completed
postgraduate studies. Most respondents are unemployed (26.7%), while 21.9% are self-employed and 18.8% are students. Persons with disabilities constitute 14.3% of the
sample.
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Borno State | Public Awareness

with VAPP Law

!, l4 Do you know if the VAPP Law has been W Would you prefer to pursue cases under
-
#ﬂ Have you heard of the VAPP Law? *"! passed in your state? *"l the VAPP Law instead of other laws?
I I
! ! 14.5%
48.3% ! J Dependson
YeSO 51.7% ] 29.6% ' my case
No i No !
I 9
: : 711% H'%
o, prefer
i 70.4% , \\jeAsp,SrLefer other laws
aw
‘ ves ‘ 2.5%
‘ ! Unfamiliar
! 1
! 1
! 1
I I

How well do you understand the provisions of the VAPP Law?

1.9%
Not at all

I
1
28.6% I BT
35.6% Mot aware ‘ 36.5% No£ soovvell
: ofany I Very well
Seen mu\F\p\e ‘ y
campaigns

I
I
I
1
I
17.0% i

18.8% NEREWS ! 34.0%

Seen a few ! Somewhat
I

times well

RECOMMENDATIONS

. The state government has implemented targeted sensitization . Expand awareness campaigns by scaling outreach in rural and urban
campaigns aimed at both law enforcement agencies and the public. areas using radio, TV, and community forums.

«  Only 54.4% of respondents reported exposure to state-led VAPP Law . Targeted education programs should be developed in schools,
campaigns. religious centers, and community groups to strengthen public

«  517% of respondents do not know the VAPP Law exists in Borno State. understanding of the law’s provisions.

- Understanding of the law’s provisions is mixed: only 36.5% report strong - Simplify and localize campaign materials in local languages with
comprehension, while the majority show partial or limited knowledge. visual aids to improve comprehension and ensure diverse groups

can engage with the VAPP Law.
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Borno State | Enforcement Systems

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state,

*.:I.i do you think the state's overall response to *.:I.i In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

14.7%
No

‘ Broader definition [ NG 559
: Wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms | RN /s

85.3%
yes

Improved legal provision for GBV case prosecution [ NNENIGINGNGNG 4 1.5%
Increased publicawareness [ NG 30.0%
Greater access to survivor centered services || NG 23.3%
More coordinated institutional response |G 17.6%
barriers to implementing the VAPP Law Increased accountability for perpetrators
in your state? Increased GBV focused policy [ 9.4%

No observed significant impact 31%

*:i Which of the following do you think are the major

65.4%

47.2%
o *l| Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced
40.9% -I-i better access to justice?
34.0%

I
‘ ignifi [ | 9

51.4% ‘ Significant improvement 39.6%
1
‘ Moderate improvernent [N 34.6%
I
! Not sure/Dont Know 15.7%
1
w Unchanged 8.2%

Weak Poor Law Inadequate Traditional/ Lack of |

Political Enforcement Funding Religious Awarenes

WWIH ' Resilstance * ! Worsened 1.9%
I
1
FINDINGS

. 85.3% of respondents think the state’s response to GBV has improved since adopting the VAPP Law.

«  The law's key impacts include a broader definition of GBV, wider legal recognition of diverse forms, and improved prosecution provisions.

. Access to justice perceptions show 39.6% report significant improvement.

. Major challenges include lack of awareness (65.4%), traditional/religious resistance (47.2%), inadequate funding (40.9%), and poor law enforcement (34.0%).
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Borno State | Enforcement Systems

Sex Offenders’ Register .
Operational

but Limited
. Register established and functional

. Updated quarterly
. Accessible only to select officials (not the
public)

Protection Orders Not

Operational
. Courts are not authorized to issue orders

Mandatory Reporting

. VAPP Law mandates reporting

Operational
. Penalties do not exist for non-compliance but Limited

. Standardized protocols NOT in place

Legal Remedies

. Survivors have successfully obtained

g compensation or restitution through the Fully
= provisions of the VAPP Law. Operational
_E_ . Number of cases prosecuted under VAPP
Act in the past 12 months: more than 20
cases.

RECOMMENDATIONS

- Expand controlled public access to the Sex Offenders’ Register to improve
awareness, deterrence, and trust while safeguarding sensitive data.

- Authorize and equip courts to issue Protection Orders under the VAPP Law,
supported by training for judicial officers.

- Strengthen access to justice by expanding pro bono services, deploying mobile
legal clinics, and addressing barriers through sustained awareness and community
engagement.
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Borno State | Support Service

Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),

shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

41.0% SARCs and Shelters

No

« Two functional government-funded SARCs
Two state-owned shelters

Actively receiving survivors

. Services offered: medical treatment, trauma
counselling, and empowerment support

Available and
Functional

| &

Free Medical Assistance

P a « Government facilities are not mandated to

provide free care under the VAPP Law. Not Available
« No private facilities provide free services.
« Survivors face any cost-related barriers.

« Medical reports and forensic services are

Excellent [N 151 accessible for prosecution.
Good NN 0o 3% o
Victims Support Fund
0,
Moderate |GGG < 5% > Not

How would you rate the availability

of survivor-centered services

goao
= L+

00

« No state-funded financial assistance
/ .
Poor 10.3% Q % mechanism exists. bRl
« Survivors lack support for essential services
Very Poor 10.8% and long-term rehabilitation.

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Establish State-Funded SARCs and Shelters.
. Mandate Free Medical Assistance for GBV Survivors.
. Set up a state-managed Victims Support Fund, backed by budget allocations, donor contributions, and private sector support.
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Borno State | Coordination Mechanisms

Status

Regulatory Body

. No formally designated body to coordinate
- VAPP Law implementation. Not
= . No Coordinator appointed. Established
_5. . No annual implementation reports
submitted to state/federal government or
NBS.
. Protection Officers not appointed to assist
the courts.

Service Provider Registration

. The state maintains a register of accredited
service providers.

. The register is updated regularly and Established
circulated to relevant institutions (police
stations, courts, etc.).

. Operational guidelines for accredited
providers have been developed.

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Designate a lead agency and Coordinator to ensure compliance and
reporting.

. Post Protection Officers across LGAs to support courts and survivors.

. Enforce annual reporting and link service provider data to national systems.
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Cross River State | Respondent Demographics (n = 309)

Gender Age Educational Level

39.2%
Postgraduate education - 71%

Graduate education _ 44.7%

I
1
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
15.9% 0
: Secondary education _ 27.2%
5.8% ‘
. ‘ Primary education [ 146%
I
I
I
I

45.5%

54.5% 20.7%
et Female 18.4% Technical / vocational education | 1.0%
18-24  25-35  36-45  46-55 56and No formal education . 55%
above
Occupation Location Disabilty Status

setrempioyed [ %
student || N 227+
NGoscso worker | NN 12.0%
Unemployed _ 10.0%
Civil servant - 52%

Private sector employee - 52%

6.5%
Yes

44.7%
Rural

55.3%
Urban
93.5%

No
Religious/Traditional leader 3.9%

The sample from Cross River State comprises 54.5% female and 45.5% male respondents, with a reasonable urban—rural balance: 55.3% reside in urban areas and 44.7% in
rural communities. Nearly half of the participants hold graduate education, with 44.7% being graduates and 71% postgraduates. Others have completed secondary (27.2%)
or primary education (14.6%). The largest age group is 25-35 years (39.2%), followed by those aged 36-45 years (20.7%). Self-employed individuals represent the largest
occupational category (41.1%), alongside students (22.7%) and NGO/CSO workers (12%). Persons with disabilities account for 6.5% of the sample.
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Cross River State | Public Awareness

*:! Have you heard of the VAPP Law? *:! Do you know if the VAPP Law has been *.:l Would you prefer to pursue cases under

passed in your state?

34.6%
No

65.4%
Yes

83.7%
Yes

the VAPP Law instead of other laws?

28.2%
Dependson
my case

I
1
I
I
I
I
I 67.3% 2.0%
No, prefer
I Yes, prefer other laws
' VAPP Law
1
I
I
1
I

2.5%
Unfamiliar
with VAPP Law

How well do you understand the provisions of the VAPP Law?

1.3%
Not aware
ofany
521%
Seen multiple
campaigns 25.6%
Not sure
11.0%
Seen a few

times

. Cross River State has conducted awareness campaigns on the VAPP
Law, engaging diverse groups including religious leaders, traditional
rulers, health professionals, law enforcement personnel, and members of
the public.

. 65.4% of respondents know about the VAPP Law and 52.1% have seen
multiple campaigns.

«  67.3% prefer using the VAPP Law for cases.

2.5%
Not at all
11.9%
Not so well
51.0%
Very well
34.7%
Somewhat

well

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Expand and diversify outreach campaigns using community-based
platforms (town halls, religious gatherings, schools, local media).

. Improve public comprehension of the VAPP Law by providing
simplified guides, local-language materials, interactive workshops,
and creative formats (storytelling, drama).
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Cross River State | Enforcement Systems

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state,

*.:I.i do you think the state's overall response to *.:I.i In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

17.3%
No

Broader definition [ N—GTTNNENEE 7%
Wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms | ENNENGNNGgGEGEE 33%
Increased publicawareness |G 70.8%
Greater accessto sunvivor centered services [ NG cc3%
Improved legal provision for GBV case prosecution [ NGING c63%
Increased accountability for perpetrators [ INEGRGNGzSTEEE 61.°%

1
I
I
I
I
82.7% !
yes |
I
1
|
I
1

Which of the following do you think are the major . . PR _ ®
*:i e e e Tt =Y ey More coordinated institutional response 60.9%
in your state? Increased GBV focused policy [N 505%
w No observed significant impact 21.3%
1
1
81.7%
76.7% ’ ‘
65.3% . . a q q
*'I Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced
52.0% -I-i better access to justice?

37.1% 0
‘ Significant improvement NG 438.5%
I
: Moderate improvement [N 36.6%
I
| Not sure/Dont Know 8.9%
1

Weak Traditional/ Poor L Inad t Lack of

Do\ﬁiaca\ l;aeli‘gligzz Enfz(:(r:e:w\gnt nsuigr‘nage Awaa(;er?ess : Uncha nged 5.0%

Will Resistance
1
i Worsened 1.0%
1
FINDINGS

. 82.7% of respondents believe Cross River State’s GBV response has improved

«  The VAPP Law has led to broader GBV definitions (76.7%), wider legal recognition (73.8%), increased public awareness (70.8%), better survivor-centered services
(66.8%), and stronger prosecution provisions (66.3%).

. Key challenges remain, including lack of awareness (81.7%), inadequate funding (76.7%), poor law enforcement (65.3%), traditional and religious resistance (52.0%), and
weak political will (37.1%)
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Cross River State | Enforcement Systems

Sex Offenders' Register Not
Established

. No public register in place.

Protection Orders

. Courts are authorized to issue orders

. No publicly available data on orders issued Operational
in the past year.

. Police Enforcement is consistent

Mandatory Reporting

. VAPP Law mandates reporting by

professionals in health, social welfare, and Fully
i education. Operational

. Penalties exist for non-compliance
. Standardized protocols in place.

Legal Remedies

- - Legal aid and pro bono services available. Fully
= . Over 20 cases have been prosecuted under Operational
_E_ the VAPP Law in the past year.
« Survivors have successfully obtained
restitution.

RECOMMENDATIONS

- Establish and operationalize a public Sex Offenders’ Register.
. Strengthen accountability on Protection Orders.
. Strengthen systemic support through sustained public education campaigns
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Cross River State | Support Service

Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),

shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

SARCs and Shelters

One state-funded SARC

No state-owned shelter

. Services offered: medical care and
psychosocial support

33.3%
66.7% No
Yes

Functional
but Limited

| |

Free Medical Assistance

Government facilities are not mandated to

provide free medical care.

. Cost-related barriers hinder survivors'
access to treatment.

. Medical reports and forensic services are

only sometimes accessed for prosecution.

=L
10|

000
00

! How would you rate the availability

Not Available

of survivor-centered services

Excellent | EGNGNG 175%

Victims Support Fund
Good NG o5 *

Z » No financial assistance mechanisms available
Moderate 32.5% @ % for survivors. Established
Boer 5.4% \/ « Absence of support fund limits access to and
essential services and long-term rehabilitation. Operational
Very Poor 3.8%

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Establish State-Funded SARCs and Shelters.
. Mandate all state health facilities to provide free medical and forensic services.
- Create and Operationalize a Victims Support Fund
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Cross River State | Coordination Mechanisms

Status
Regulatory Body
. No formally designated agency to oversee
- VAPP Law enforcement. Not
= . No state-appointed Coordinator to submit Established
_5. annual reports to government or NBS.

. No designated Protection Officers to
support courts in GBV case management.

Service Provider Registration

. The state-maintained register of accredited
providers exists and is regularly updated.

. The register has not been circulated to Partially
relevant institutions (police, protection Established
officers, courts).

. Operational guidelines for accredited
providers are in progress.

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Legally designate a lead agency to oversee VAPP Law implementation and
appoint a Coordinator responsible for annual reporting to government and
NBS, ensuring leadership and accountability.

. Ensure Protection Officers are appointed and trained to support courts,
improving survivor access to timely legal protection and coordinated
responses.

«  Circulate and Operationalize Service Provider Register
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Delta State | Respondent Demographics (n = 305)

Gender Age Educational Level

331%  221%
Postgraduate education - 8.9%

Graduste cducation. N <o

I I

1 1

I I

I I

I I

L 213% ]
47.2% 52.8% ! ! Technical / vocational education . 3.6%
Ml Female ! !

1 10.2% 1 Secondary education [N 34.4%

I I

I I Primary education - 6.9%

, 3.3% ,

! - ! No formal education 1.6%

I I

I I

I I

18-24 25-35 36-45 46-55 56 and
above

Occupation Location Disabilty Status
56%
Yes

I
1
I
I
39.0% 1
Rural 1
I
I
I
1
I
] 94 4%
1
I
I
I
I
1

The respondent profile from Delta State shows 53.5% holding graduate education, and 34.4% secondary school degrees. Urban residents make up 61.0% of the sample. The
gender distribution is relatively balanced, with females slightly more represented at 52.8%. Young adults aged 25-35 years form the largest age group (33.1%), closely followed
by those aged 36-45 years (32.1%). Occupationally, self-employed individuals dominate the sample (35.4%), followed by private sector employees (16.7%), students (14.4%), and
civil servants (13.1%). Persons with disabilities constitute 5.6% of the respondents.

I
1
Self-employed [N 354%
Private sector employee [NNNEENEGG 16.7% :
Student NN 14.4% ‘
I
Civil servant [N 13.1% !
I
Unemployed [ 89% I
‘ 61.0%
! Urban

1

I

I

I

I

I

NGO/CSO worker [ 8.5%

Religious/Traditional leader [l 2.3%

Professional Services | 0.3%

Retired 0.3%
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Delta State | Public Awareness

#_:! Have you heard of the VAPP Law?

*:! Do you know if the VAPP Law has been

*.:l Would you prefer to pursue cases under

36.1%
Yes

63.9%
No

passed in your state?

40.9%

No

59.1%
Yes

the VAPP Law instead of other laws?

53.6% 40.0%
Yes, prefer Depends on
VAPP Law my case

4.5%

I
1
I
I
I
I
I
! No, prefer
I
1
I
I
1
I

other laws

1.8%
Unfamiliar
with VAPP Law

8.2%
Seen multiple
campaigns

13.4%
Seen a few
times

25.6%

Not sure

52.8%
Not aware
of any

. The state government has implemented VAPP Law awareness .
initiatives, reaching schools, health workers, the public, religious
groups, traditional leaders, and market associations. .

«  Only 361% of respondents have heard of the VAPP Law; 63.9% are

unaware.

. Exposure to state-led campaigns is low: 52.8% never saw any

campaigns/

-« Among those aware, 591% know the law has been enacted.

8.2% 10.9%
Very well Not at all
30.0%
Somewhat 50.9%
well Not so well

COMMENDATIONS

Launch broad, sustained campaigns to reach those unaware of the
VAPP Law.

Provide simple, local-language materials and interactive programs on
the law’s provisions.

Strengthen trust and guidance to ensure survivors use the VAPP Law
effectively.
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Delta State | Enforcement Systems

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state,

*.:I.i do you think the state's overall response to *.:I.i In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

35.0%
Yes

No observed significant impact I 32.7%
Increased accountability for perpetrators I 31.8%
Wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms e 28.2%
Improved legal provision for GBV case prosecution I 22.7%
Increased public awareness GGG 20.9%
Broader definition I 19.1%

]
I
I
1
I
I
65.0% !
No 1
1
I
]
1

Which of the following do you think are the major

barriers to implementing the VAPP Law More coordinated institutional response I 17.3%
in your state?
Increased GBYV focused policy s 13.6%
Greater access to survivor centered services 12.7%

63.6%
*.:I.i Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced

better access to justice?

Worsened 4.5%

40.9% 40.9%
I
1
264% | Moderate improvement I 39.1%
19.1% |

| Unchanged s 26.4%
I
\ Not sure/Dont Know 23.6%
1

Traditional/ Weak Poor Law Lack of . o .

Religious  Political  Enforcement '“;‘Sﬁgi“:;e AWareness ! Significant improvement 6.4%

Resistance Will |
1
I
1

FINDINGS

. 35% of respondents feel the state's response to GBV has improved since the VAPP Law, while a staggering 65% see no progress.

- Respondents attribute several positive impacts to the VAPP Law, including increased perpetrator accountability, broader recognition of GBV forms, and better
prosecution outcomes.

- Significant hurdles to effective implementation persist, including widespread lack of awareness, inadequate funding, poor enforcement, weak political will, and
resistance from traditional or religious groups.
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Delta State | Enforcement Systems

Sex Offenders’ Register

« Register established and linked to national GBV
database.

« Occasionally updated with convicted offenders.

« Access restricted to judicial officers only.

Operational

@ Protection Orders
[\ « Courts legally authorized to issue Protection Orders
g - Enforcement by police is occasional Operational
« No public data on number of orders issued in the past
year

Mandatory Reporting

= « Reporting mandated for health, education, and social

= welfarg profgssionals . Operational
Q « Penalties exist for non-compliance
( « No standardized protocols across institutions, leading to

inconsistent responses.

Legal Remedies
— « Survivors supported by pro bono lawyers and legal aid
= organizations
_5_ + Over 20 GBV cases prosecuted in the past 12 months
« Survivors have successfully received compensation
under the VAPP Law .

RECOMMENDATIONS

- Allow controlled public access to the register to enhance deterrence, transparency,
and community protection, while safeguarding privacy rights.

« Publish annual data on issued Protection Orders and ensure consistent police
enforcement.

- Develop clear, state-wide procedures for reporting and referral across all sectors to
ensure timely, coordinated, and survivor-centered responses.

Fully
Operational
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Delta State | Support Service

*'I Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),
.I.i shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

39.3%
Yes : SARCs and Shelters

« Three government-owned SARCs in Asaba, Warri, and

60.7% @ Ughell.
No « Actively receiving and supporting survivors.

« Services offered: Temporary housing, feeding, medical
care, psycho-social counselling, skills
acquisition/reintegration support, and legal aid.

Free Medical Assistance

*.:I,i How would you rate the availability
f ivor- tered i . . i
of survivoreentered services =] '{:’ o - Government facilities mandated to provide free medical
ol=Ilo care under the VAPP Law.
o m o + Survivors access treatment without cost-related barriers.
Good _ 20.8% « Medical reports and forensic services occasionally

available for prosecution.

Moderate [ 23.3%

Victims Support Fund

Poor [ 32.5%
. Q 2 « No state-led Victims Support Fund in place.
« Survivors lack consistent financial, transportation, or
Very Poor 23.4% livelihood support beyond immediate care.
RECOMMENDATIONS

Fully
Functional

Available

Not
Established

. Establish a state-funded and partner-supported mechanism to cover survivors’ ongoing needs.
. Ensure consistent availability of medical reports and forensic evidence collection in all state facilities.

. Increase funding and staffing for existing SARCs to maintain quality services and extend reach, ensuring more survivors can access timely and comprehensive

care.
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Delta State | Coordination Mechanisms

Status

Regulatory Body

. Formally designated body: GBV Response
Committee.
= . Coordinator appointed for domestic violence

Operational

E prevention.
. Annual report: Not submitted to government or NBS
(non-compliance with VAPP Act).
. State coordination mechanism exists between MDAs
and social sectors.
. Protection Officers appointed across all LGAs.

Service Provider Registration

. State-maintained register exists but not regularly
updated.

. Register has not been shared with police, protection
officers, and courts.

. Clear operational guidelines for accredited providers
are established.

Partially
Operational

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Ensure annual VAPP reports are submitted to state, federal, and NBS.

+  Regularly update service provider lists and circulate to police, courts, and
officers.

. Strengthen inter-agency collaboration and oversight of Protection Officers.
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Ebonyi State | Respondent Demographics (1 = 416)

Gender Age Educational Level

31.5%
Postgraduate education [ 12.5%

Graduate education [ NNEGEEEEGEEE 423%

Technical / vocational education | 0.5%

1 1
! 26.2% !
50.0% 50.0% | 19.2% ‘
Male Female I 15.4% I
1 1
‘ 77% ‘ Secondary education [ 33.9%
: I : Primary education [l 7.2%
1 1

18-24 2535 36-45 46-55 56and No formal education [§§ 3.6%
above
Occupation Location Disabilty Status
Self-employed I 40.4% A
Yes

Private sector employee |G 14.9%
Civil servant [N 12.5%
Unemployed I 10.6%

I
1
I
I
I
‘ 281%
I
I
I

Student [ 10.6% |
I
I
1
I
I
I
I
I

Urban

71.9%
Rural 95.4%

No

NGO/CSO worker [ 8.9%
Religious/Traditional leader M 14%
Professional Services 0.5%

Retired | 0.2%

The respondent profile from Ebonyi State shows a moderately educated and predominantly rural sample, with 54.8% holding graduate and post-graduate qualifications and
33.9% having secondary education. The majority (71.9%) live in rural areas, while 50% of respondents are male and 50% female. The largest age group is 36-45 years (31.5%),
followed by 25-35 years (26.2%). Self-employed individuals are the most represented occupation (40.4%), and 4.6% of respondents have disabilities.
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Ebonyi State | Public Awareness

!, l4 Do you know if the VAPP Law has been W Would you prefer to pursue cases under
-
*'" Have you heard of the VAPP Law? #'" passed in your state? *"l the VAPP Law instead of other laws?
! 5.9% !
1 NO 1
I I
35.3%
30.5% ‘ ‘ Deperowds on
%
No I U 61.6% my case
d ! Yes, prefer
69.5% i i VAPP Law 1.7%
Yes I i No, prefer
! 94.1% ] other laws
I Yes i
] ] 1.4%
' , Unfamiliar
I I

with VAPP Law

*_:l How well do you understand the provisions of the VAPP Law?

I
i 2.1%
26.0% | 8.7% Not at all
26.4% Not aware ] Very well 21.1%
Seen multiple ofany 1 N .t . I
campaigns | orsowe

I
I
I

6.7% | 68.2%

Not sure | Somewhat

| well
40.9% '
Seen a few !
times !

COMMENDATIONS
. The state government has launched VAPP Law awareness initiatives . Increase outreach efforts to reach a larger audience, especially those
targeting traditional rulers, law enforcement agencies, and the general who haven't been exposed to existing initiatives.
public. . Enhance awareness initiatives to provide more in-depth information
«  67.3% have seen awareness campaigns (40.9% a few times, 26.4% about the VAPP Law's provisions, beyond just raising awareness.
multiple times), while 32.7% have not or are unsure. . Identify and target specific groups or areas that have been missed by
«  69.5% know of the VAPP Law, yet only 8.7% understand it “very well,” current awareness efforts to increase overall awareness and
with 23.2% reporting little or no understanding. understanding of the VAPP Law.

. 61.6% prefer pursuing cases under the VAPP Law, though 35.3% say it
depends on the case.
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Ebonyi State | Enforcement Systems

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state,

*.:I.i do you think the state's overall response to *.:I.i In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

21.8%
No

1
I
: Broader definition I 64.7%
: Increased public awareness GGG 50.5%
78.3%
Yes : Wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms [N 39.4%
‘ Greater access to survivor centered services [N 37.0%
I
! Improved legal provision for GBV case prosecution [N 31.5%
1
No observed significant impact [N 17.0%

*:i Which of the following do you think are the major

barriers to implementing the VAPP Law More coordinated institutional response [N 13.5%
in your state?

Increased accountability for perpetrators [ 13.1%

I
I Increased GBV focused policy 121%
1
89.3% ‘
71.6% 71.6% Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced
e~
602% better access to justice?
I
405% ‘ Moderate improvement I 65.4%
I
1
! Unchanged [ 17.0%
I
1
w Significant improvement 16.3%
I
Traditional/ Weak Poor Law Lack of Inadequate J
Religious Political Enforcement  Awareness Funding 1 Not su re/Do nt Know 1.4%
Resistance Will I
1
FINDINGS

. 78.3% of respondents report government response to GBV has improved since VAPP domestication.

. 81.7% see some progress in access to justice (65.4% moderate, 16.3% significant).

- Broader GBV definition (64.7%), increased awareness (50.5%), wider recognition of GBV forms (39.4%) are recorded as major impacts of the VAPP law.

- Inadequate funding (89.3%), weak enforcement & limited awareness (71.6% each), low political will (60.2%), and cultural/religious resistance (40.5%) form part of the
major barriers to the VAPP law
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Ebonyi State | Enforcement Systems

Sex Offenders’ Register

=N

R Not
\ . » No register established and functional. Operational
+ Not linked to national GBV database.

Protection Orders

« Courts authorized to issue orders.
« Number of orders issued unavailable.
« Enforcement by police inconsistent.

Operational
but limited

I

Mandatory Reporting

3
5
S
3

« Reporting mandated for health, education, and welfare
professionals. Operational
« Standardized protocols in place.

» No penalties for non-compliance.

Legal Remedies

Survivors have received compensation under the VAPP
Law. Fully

« Pro bono lawyers and legal aid available. Operational
« Number of cases prosecuted in last 12 months: 6—10.

RECOMMENDATIONS

- Make the Sex Offenders’ Register publicly accessible and link it to the national GBV
database to improve transparency, deterrence, and community protection.

« Publish annual data on issued Protection Orders and ensure consistent police
enforcement to enhance survivor protection and build public trust.

- Introduce penalties for non-compliance with mandatory reporting laws to ensure
professionals fulfill their duty.

v |

120 | BEYOND ENACTMENT



Ebonyi State | Support Service

*'I Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),
.I.i shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

52.9% SARCs and Shelters

R 471%

No One government-funded SARC available.

Actively receiving survivors.
Services offered: Medical services and Psycho-social
counselling.

Free Medical Assistance

it.

- Survivors face cost-related barriers.

- Forensic/medical reports sometimes accessed for
prosecution.

*II How would you rate the availability
-I.i of survivor-centered services

ﬁ - Law mandates free medical care, but no facilities provide
o
o
=]

goo
=Lt

Excellent | 1.4%

Good [ 25.1% S

Moderate [N 62.1%
Poor [ 82%

Victims Support Fund

« No dedicated funding mechanism exists.
« Survivors lack consistent financial and rehabilitation
support.

AN

9

Very Poor 3.2%

RECOMMENDATIONS

Functional

Not Available

Not
Established

. Establish additional SARCs and broaden their services to include shelters, legal aid, and reintegration support for survivors.
. Enforce the VAPP Law mandate by designating government health facilities to provide free medical and forensic services
. Create and operationalize a state-funded Victims Support Fund to cover medical, housing, and livelihood needs.
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Ebonyi State | Coordination Mechanisms

Status

Regulatory Body

. Formally designated body: Ministry of Justice.

— . Coordinator appointed for domestic violence Partially
. prevention. Operational
_E. . Annual report: Not submitted to government or NBS.
. No state coordination mechanism reported between
MDAs.
. Protection Officers not appointed across LGAs.

Service Provider Registration

. System for registering/accrediting service providers

exists.

. No comprehensive register maintained. X

. Register not circulated to relevant institutions (e.g., Established
police, courts).

. No standardized operational guidelines for

accredited providers.

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Ensure the Coordinator submits annual implementation reports to state,
federal government, and NBS.

. Develop and enforce standardized operational guidelines for accredited
service providers.

. Create and regularly update a centralized, publicly accessible register of
accredited providers for better coordination and access.
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Edo State | Respondent Demographics (n = 329)

Gender Age Educational Level

34.7% X
Postgraduate education - 12.8%

! 1

! 1

! |

! 1

! 1

! |

I I

: 17.0% : Technical / vocational education I 21%
0 13.7% 0

| I 0% , Secondary education _ 29.2%
! 1

! I I 1 Primary education I 1.8%
! |

! 1

! 1

! |

! 1

26.7%

47.2%

52804 Female

Male

18-24 2535  36-45  46-55  56and No formal education 4.0%

above
Occupation Location Disabilty Status

4.9%
Rural

12.8%
Yes

I
1
I
Self-employed I 33.4% |
Private sector employee [ IIINNNEGEEE 17.0% !
I
Student [N 12.5% I
Civil servant [N 11.6% !
I
Unemployed [ 7.9% i
87.2%
NGO/CSO worker [ 7.9% !
I
Religious/Traditional leader I 4.9% ]
I
I
I
I
I

Professional Services 3.0% 95.1%

. Urban
Retired 1.8%

The respondent profile from Edo State reflects a moderately educated, urban sample, with 50.2% having attained graduate education and 12.8% holding postgraduate
qualifications. A vast majority (95.1%) reside in urban areas. The gender distribution is relatively balanced, with males comprising 52.8% and females 47.2% of the sample. Adults
aged 36-45 years represent the largest age group (34.7%), followed by those aged 46-55 years (26.7%). Occupationally, self-employed individuals are most represented
(33.4%), followed by private sector employees (17.0%), students (12.5%), and civil servants (11.6%). Persons with disabilities make up 12.8% of the sample.
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Edo State | Public Awareness

#_:! Have you heard of the VAPP Law?

18.2%

*:! Do you know if the VAPP Law has been *.:l Would you prefer to pursue cases under
passed in your state? the VAPP Law instead of other laws?

152%

No

81.8%
Yes

84.8%
Yes

31.2%
Depends on
65.4% my case
Yes, prefer 26%

VAPP L
aw No, prefer

other laws

0.7%

Unfamiliar
with VAPP Law

How well do you understand the provisions of the VAPP Law?

I

1

9.4% i

16.7% Not aware |

Seen multiple ofany I

campaigns I

I

11.9% |

Not sure |

I

I

I

62.0% ]

Seen a few ‘
times

. The State government has rolled out VAPP Law awareness initiatives
targeting diverse groups, including schools, health workers, religious
organizations, traditional leaders, market associations, and the general
public.

. 81.8% of respondents in Edo State have heard of the VAPP Law, and
84.8% confirm it has been passed in the state.

«  Only 19.0% of respondents claim strong knowledge of the VAPP Law’s
provisions, while 59.9% somewhat understand it.

. 62.0% of respondents have seen a few awareness campaigns, while
9.4% report not seeing any.

11%
Not at all
19.0% 20.1%

Very well Not so well

59.9%
Somewhat
well

COMMENDATIONS

Expand outreach to ensure consistent visibility across all communities.
Integrate simplified VAPP Law education into schools, markets, and
community forums to improve understanding.

Promote Confidence in Legal Use.
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Edo State | Enforcement Systems

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state,

*.:I.i do you think the state's overall response to *.:I.i In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

1

15.6% |

No ]
| Broader definition I 87.7%
: Improved legal provision for GBV case prosecution [N 62.9%
: Wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms [N 66.5%
! Increased accountability for perpetrators [N 61.0%
I
! Greater access to survivor centered services [N 60.6%
1

More coordinated institutional response [N 59.9%

84.4%
Yes

*:i Which of the following do you think are the major

barriers to implementing the VAPP Law Increased GBV focused policy [N 51.7%
in your state? .
y Increased public awareness [ 50.6%
‘ No observed significant impact 8.6%
82.2% !
1
71.0% !
64.3%
*l| Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced
-I-i better access to justice?
47.2%
375% I
1
: Moderate improvement [N 54.6%
1
: Significant improvement [ 26.1%
1
! Unchanged [ 11.9%
I
Traditional/ Weak Poor Law Inadequate Lack of |
Religious Political Enforcement Funding Awareness f Not sure/Dont Know 7.4%
Resistance Will ‘
1
FINDINGS

« 84.4% of respondents believe Edo State’s response to GBV has improved since domestication of the VAPP Act.

+ 54.6% report moderate improvement, while 26.0% note significant progress in justice access.

- The Act is credited with broader GBV definitions (87.7%), stronger prosecution provisions (69.9%), and improved survivor services (60.6%).
« Major barriers include lack of awareness (82.2%), inadequate funding (71.0%), and poor law enforcement (64.3%).
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Edo State | Enforcement Systems

Sex Offenders’ Register

. Register established and linked to national GBV Operational
database.

« Frequently updated with names of convicted offenders.

. Access restricted to judicial officers only (not public).

Protection Orders

Operational

« Courts are not authorized to issue orders.
« The number of orders issued in the past year is
unavailable.

Mandatory Reporting

- VAPP Law mandates reporting across health, education, Fully
and social welfare sectors. Operational
« Penalties exist for non-compliance.
. Standardized protocols for reporting and referrals are in
place.

Legal Remedies
Fully

. Survivors have accessed pro bono legal aid and Operational
compensation.

« More than 20 GBV cases have been prosecuted in the
past 12 months under the VAPP Law.

RECOMMENDATIONS

-« Empower designated courts to issue Protection Orders and provide specialized
training to magistrates and legal officers.

- Launch a GBV Ambassadors in Schools Initiative to train students and teachers as
peer educators to promote awareness on consent, rights, and protection.
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Edo State | Support Service

*'I Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),
.I.i shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

21.0%
No SARCs and Shelters

« Government-owned SARC/Shelter : 1.

+ Actively receiving survivors.

Services offered: Temporary housing, Feeding, Medical
services, Skills acquisition, Reintegration support, Legal

id, and Psycho-social counselling.
N aid, and Psy: i u g

Free Medical Assistance

| |

The VAPP Law does not mandate free medical care.

- Some institutions provide free services, but cost-related
barriers remain.

- Forensic services and medical reports are sometimes
available for prosecution.

*II How would you rate the availability
-I.i of survivor-centered services

=L
10

ooo
00

Excellent I 2.3%

cood NG sso% Victims Support Fund
Moderate _ 26.2%

« Funding source: State budget.
« Services supported: Legal aid, medical care,
Psychosocial support, SARC/Shelter upkeep,

AN

9

Poor 3.5%
Rehabilitation and reintegration.
Very Poor 10%
RECOMMENDATIONS

Functional

Not Available

Established
and
Operational

- Amend the VAPP Law to mandate free medical care for GBV survivors in all government health facilities, eliminating cost-related barriers.
. Expand forensic service availability and ensure consistent access to medical reports to strengthen prosecution outcomes.

. Sustain and diversify the Victims Support Fund by attracting donor and private sector contributions, ensuring long-term funding for comprehensive survivor services.
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Edo State | Coordination Mechanisms

Status

Regulatory Body

. Formally designated body: Ministry of Women Affairs. .
— . Coordinator appointed for domestic violence Established

>~ prevention. and
_E. . Annual report: Submitted to state/federal Operational
government but not deposited with NBS.
. There is a state coordination mechanism between
relevant MDAs and social sector actors.
. Protection Officers: Not yet appointed across LGAs.

Service Provider Registration

. State-maintained register regularly updated.

. Operational guidelines for accredited providers exist.

. Register has not been circulated to key institutions
(e.g., police stations, courts, Protection Officers).

Established

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Ensure Coordinator’s annual reports are also deposited with the NBS to
strengthen national data and policy analysis.

«  Appoint Protection Officers in all LGAs for localized implementation and
survivor support.

. Actively circulate the updated service provider register to frontline institutions
to improve referrals and coordination.

. Regularly update and pair register circulation with provider training to
enhance survivor-centered service delivery.
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Ekiti State | Respondent Demographics (n = 311)

Gender Age Educational Level

38.3%

Postgraduate education - 7.1%

Graduate education _ 54.0%

I I
1 1
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
i 17.7% |
6l.4% \ 13.5% ! Technical / vocational education I 1.0%
Female | |
: I 16% : Secondary education _ 37.6%
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I

28.9%
38.6%
Male

Primary education | 0.3%

18-24  25-35 36-45 46-55 56 and
above
Occupation Location Disabilty Status

10.6%
Yes

Self-employed NN 31.8%
Civil servant NG 21.9%
Student G 19.6%

Private sector employee [N 11.6%
NGO/CSO worker [ 6.8%
Religious/Traditional leader [l 5.8%

43.4%
Rural

56.6%
Urban

89.4%

Unemployed 2.6% No

Sample demographics Ekiti State reflects a moderately educated, urban-leaning sample, with 611% having attained graduate education. A slight majority (56.6%) reside in urban
areas, while 43.4% live in rural settings. The sample is predominantly female (61.4%), with adults aged 36—-45 years forming the largest age group (38.3%), followed by those
aged 25-35 years (28.9%).In terms of occupation, self-employed individuals are most represented (31.8%), followed by civil servants (21.9%), students (19.6%), and private sector
employees (11.6%). Persons with disabilities constitute 10.6% of respondents.
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Ekiti State | Public Awareness

#_:! Have you heard of the VAPP Law?

69.5%
Yes

82.9%
Yes

*_:l Have you seen any state-led awareness campaigns about the VAPP Law?

passed in your state?

1.4%
Unfamiliar with
VAPP Law

*:! Do you know if the VAPP Law has been *.:l Would you prefer to pursue cases under
the VAPP Law instead of other laws?
‘ 22.7%
‘ Depends
‘ on my case
I
I
I
‘ 74.5% 1.4%
270 No, prefer
: Yes, prefer other laws
. VAPP Law
I
I
I
1
I

How well do you understand the provisions of the VAPP Law?

19.6%

I
1
I
I
. Not aware 1
33.4% of any |
Seen multiple
campaigns !
I
16.4% !
Not sure !
I
30.5% ‘
Seen a few ‘
I
I

. The state government has launched VAPP Law awareness initiatives
targeting various groups, including schools, health workers, and law
enforcement, among others.

. 69.5% of respondents have heard of the VAPP Law, and 82.9% of them
confirm it has been enacted.

«  Among those aware, only 14.4% report strong knowledge of the VAPP
Law’s provisions, while most (57.4%) understand it only “somewhat
well.”

. Exposure to campaigns is moderate: 33.4% have seen multiple, 30.5% a
few, while 36.0% have seen none or remain uncertain.

1.4%

14.4% Not at all

Very well 26.9%
Not so well

57.4%
Somewhat well

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Translate and simplify the VAPP Law into local languages for wider
accessibility.

. Use radio, market drama, and community dialogues to deepen
understanding beyond surface awareness.

. Launch community legal literacy fellowships and digital case simulations
to build practical knowledge of the law.
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Ekiti State | Enforcement Systems

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state,

do you think the state's overall response to In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

21.8%
No

Improved legal provision for GBV case prosecution [ 481%
Wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms [N 45.3%
Broader definition [N 301%
Increased public awareness [N 28.7%
Increased accountability for perpetrators [N 18.1%
Greater access to survivor centered services [N 17.6%

782%
Yes

Which of the following do you think are the major
barriers to implementing the VAPP Law No observed significant impact [N 15.7%
in your state?

More coordinated institutional response [N 13.4%

Increased GBV focused polic .09
80.1% P! A% 6.0%

*.:I.i Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced

better access to justice?

38.9% i
32.4% .
h ‘ Moderate improvement I NINNEIEGGGG 7.2%
|
22.2% i
15.3% i Significant improvement GGG 2°.6%
I
I : Not sure/Dont Know [ 18.5%
I
Traditional/ Weak Poor Law Inadequate Lack of : Unchanged 42%
Religious Political Enforcement Funding Awareness
Resistance will .
| Worsened | 0.5%
1
FINDINGS

. 78.2% of respondents see improvements in GBV response since VAPP domestication, though 21.8% see no change.

« 47.2% report moderate improvement and 29.6% significant progress, but 23.2% see no change, worsening, or remain unsure.

« Strongest impacts include better prosecution provisions (48.1%), wider recognition of GBV forms (45.8%), and broader GBV definition (30.1%).

- Main barriers are lack of awareness (80.1%), inadequate funding (38.9%), poor law enforcement (32.4%), weak political will (22.2%), and cultural/religious resistance
(15.3%).
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Ekiti State | Enforcement Systems

Sex Offenders’ Register

« Register established and functional.

» Linked to national GBV database.

« Regularly updated with convicted offenders.
« Accessible only to law enforcement officers.

Fully
Operational

Protection Orders

« Courts are legally authorized to issue orders under
VAPP. Operational

« More than 10 protection orders have been issued in the
past year.

« Enforcement by the police is consistent.

Mandatory Reporting

. Professionals in health, education, and social welfare
are mandated to report GBV.

« Penalties for non-compliance in place.

. Standardized reporting and referral protocols across
institutions.

Fully
Operational

—
I é

Legal Remedies

« Survivors are entitled to pro bono legal support and aid. Fully
— « Legal aid agencies and pro-bono lawyers' aid. Operational
=~ « More than 20 GBV cases prosecuted in the past year
=y under the VAPP Law
. Law effectively used to secure compensation for

survivors

RECOMMENDATIONS

- Allow vetted institutions to access the Sex Offender’s Register, simplify court access
for survivors, and train law enforcement on effective enforcement.

» Provide continuous training on mandatory reporting for key professionals, establish
monitoring mechanisms, and secure dedicated funding for documentation, referrals,
and inter-agency coordination.

- Improve Justice & Support for Survivors while running targeted awareness
campaigns to close knowledge gaps.
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Ekiti State | Support Service

*'I Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),
.I.i shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

?\]'5% SARCs and Shelters

o

Three government-owned SARCs are available.
Actively receiving survivors.

Services offered: Medical care, Psycho-social
counselling, Rehabilitation and reintegration support,
Shelter upkeep.

68.5%
Yes

Free Medical Assistance

|

Government facilities are mandated to provide free care.
Survivors do not face any cost-related barriers.

I + Medical reports and forensic services are sometimes
accessed for prosecution.

*II How would you rate the availability
-I.i of survivor-centered services

0
I+
|

oo

=
oo

Excellent - 15.5%

Victims Support Fund

Good 37.6% 3

« Funding sources: State government budget.
« Services supported: Medical care, Psycho-social support,
SARC/Shelter upkeep, Rehabilitation and reintegration. .

AN

9

Poor 8.4%

RECOMMENDATIONS

Functional

Available

Established
EL
Operational

. Introduce a medical accountability tracker to ensure survivors actually receive the free medical care mandated by the VAPP Law.

. Increase the capacity of the three government-owned SARCs by adding services such as skills acquisition, economic empowerment, and legal aid.

. Establish a survivor empowerment grant program, paired with mentorship and skills training, to support long-term recovery and independence.
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Ekiti State | Coordination Mechanisms

Status

Regulatory Body

. Formally designated body: GBV Response

- Committee. Established
>~ . Coordinator appointed for domestic violence and .
_E. prevention. Operational

. Annual report: Submitted to federal and state
governments but not deposited with the National
Bureau of Statistics (NBS).

. There is a state coordination mechanism between
the relevant MDAs.

. Protection Officers are in place to support
implementation.

Service Provider Registration .
Established

. State-maintained register regularly updated.

. Register shared with selected institutions (police,
Protection Officers, and courts).

. Operational guidelines for accredited providers are
in place.

. Register not yet widely circulated to all relevant
stakeholders.

RECOMMENDATIONS |
-

. Ensure annual implementation reports are also deposited with the NBS to
strengthen national monitoring and accountability.

. Expand dissemination of the accredited service provider register to include
health facilities, legal aid services, and community organizations.

. Establish a feedback mechanism for stakeholders to update and validate the
register regularly, keeping information current and reliable.
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Enugu State | Respondent Demographics (n = 303)
Gender Age Educational Level

37.0%

I
1
I
22.0% ! Postgraduate education - 6.6%

I

] Graduate education |GG <o
211% ,
I
1
8.9% ‘
I
1
I
I
I
I
1

43.7%

I
1
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
Female 1
I
I
1
I
I
I
I
1

Male 56.3% Technical / vocational education I 1.0%
Secondary education _ 25.4%
1.0% Primary education - 12.9%
—
25 255 Y8 dees FBeme No formal education | 0.3%
above
Occupation Location Disabilty Status

5.6%

Yes

I I
1 1
I I
I I
I I
50.8%
Civil servant _ 13.9% : Rurar :
I I
’ o 492%
Private sector employee - 6.3% I UiER !
| |
NGO/CSO worker I 17% 0 ! 94.4%

1 ! No
I I
I I
I I
I I
1 1

Unemployed I 1.3%

The respondent demographics for Enugu State indicate that females comprise 56.3% of the sample, while males account for 43.7%. Most respondents are aged between 18-24
years (37%) and 25-35 years (32%). Over half (53.8%) hold a first degree, 25.4% have completed secondary education, and only 0.3% have no formal education. Students (40.6%)
and self-employed individuals (36.3%) represent the majority, followed by civil servants (13.9%) and a small proportion working with NGOs/CSOs (1.7%). The population is nearly
evenly split between rural (50.6%) and urban (49.3%) dwellers. Additionally, 5.6% of respondents are persons with disabilities.
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Enugu State | Public Awareness

*:! Do you know if the VAPP Law has been *.:l Would you prefer to pursue cases under
passed in your state? the VAPP Law instead of other laws?

#_:! Have you heard of the VAPP Law?

14.9%

46.5%
Yes 53.5%

85.1%
Yes

28.4%
Depends on
65.2% my case

Yes, prefer
VAPP Law

No, prefer
other laws

0.7%

Unfamiliar
with VAPP Law

1
! 57%
1
1

I

3.3% ‘

Seen multiple 18.5% ‘
campaigns ’ !
Not aware I

of any |

I

I

I

37.0% ‘
Seen a few ]
times I

1

41.3% i

Not sure !

. The state government has implemented VAPP Law awareness
initiatives, primarily targeting the public to increase knowledge about
the law and available services.

«  46.5% of respondents in Enugu State have heard of the VAPP Law.

«  Among those aware of the law, only 6.4% of respondents claim strong
knowledge of the VAPP Law's provisions, while 63.8% know it only
“somewhat well.”

. Exposure to state-led awareness initiatives is inconsistent: just 3.3%
have seen multiple campaigns, 37% recall a few, 18.5% none, and 41.3%
are unsure.

6.4% 2.8%
Very well Not at all
27.0%
Not so well
63.8%
Somewhat

well

COMMENDATIONS

Expand outreach to include law enforcement, healthcare workers,
educators, traditional leaders, and community groups currently excluded
from campaigns.

Implement continuous campaigns using radio, mobile vans,
market/community workshops, and a bilingual VAPP app to increase
reach and comprehension.

Launch survivor-led ambassador programs and quarterly
“Know-Your-Rights” roadshows to build deeper understanding,
confidence, and preference for VAPP cases.
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Enugu State | Enforcement Systems

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state,

do you think the state's overall response to *.:I.i In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

1

|
31.4% ‘
No ‘ Broader definition [ 86.5%
: Wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms [ 17.7%
1
|
1
I
1
1

68.6%

e Improved legal provision for GBV case prosecution [l 7.8%

Increased public awareness [l 5.0%
Increased accountability for perpetrators [l 2.8%

More coordinated institutional response W 21%

Which of the following do you think are the major

barriers to implementing the VAPP Law Greater access to survivor centered services | 21%
in your state?

Increased GBV focused policy B 2.1%

‘ No observed significant impact | 0.7%
87.2% ‘

1

I

*.:I.i Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced

better access to justice?

Moderate improvement NI -7 4%

I
1
|
I
18.4%
? : Unchanged [ 19.1%
0,
9 4.3% 7.8% !
21% - ‘
— - ‘ Significant improvement 7.1%
Weak Poor Law Inadequate Traditional/ Lack of ]
Political Enforcement Funding Religious Awareness .
will Resistance : Not sure/Dont Know 6.4%
1

FINDINGS

« 68.6% of respondents think the state's response to GBV has improved since adopting the VAPP Law, while 31.4% see no improvement.

« The most cited impacts include a broader definition of GBV (86.5%) and recognition of diverse forms of GBV (17.7%). Other impacts such as improved prosecution
(7.8%), awareness (5.0%), accountability (2.8%), and survivor-centred services (2.1%) remain very limited.

» Access to justice perceptions show 67.4% report moderate improvement, 7.3% significant improvement, 19.1% no change, and 6.4% unsure.

« Major challenges include lack of awareness (87.2%), traditional/religious resistance (18.4%), inadequate funding (7.8%), poor enforcement (4.3%), and weak political
will (2.1%).
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Enugu State | Enforcement Systems

Sex Offenders’ Register

« Register established and linked to national GBV Operational
database.

- Updates irregular, not quarterly.

« Accessible only to law enforcement and judicial officials,
not the pubilic.

Protection Orders

l© Fully
g « Courts are authorized to issue orders. Sk

« 6-10 orders were issued in the past year.
« Enforcement by police/security agencies is inconsistent.

Mandatory Reporting

Not
No legal framework mandating professionals to report Operational

GBV.
1 « No penalties for non-compliance.

« No standardized reporting or referral protocols in place.

=\
I é

Legal Remedies
Available
« 6-10 GBV cases prosecuted in the past year under

=
E\ VAPP Act.

« Legal aid and pro bono services available.
« No survivors have successfully obtained compensation
or restitution through the law.

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Strengthen the Sex Offenders’ Register with quarterly updates.

- Establish mandatory reporting laws with penalties, survivor-centred protocols, and
compulsory training for frontline professionals.

- Improve enforcement by setting up dedicated GBV desks in police divisions, introducing
monthly compliance reporting, and engaging community groups to track breaches.

. Bridge the gap between law and practice by creating a VAPP Survivors’ Fund,
expanding free legal representation, and training more judges, prosecutors, and legal
aid providers to deliver compensation and restitution.

BEYOND ENACTMENT | 141



Enugu State | Support Service

*'I Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),
.I.i shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

46.2%
Yes

53.8% ﬁ’j} SARCs and Shelters

No
« Government-funded SARCs and shelters : 1. Functional
« Actively receiving survivors.
- Services offered: Shelter, Medical care, Psycho-social

counselling, Rehabilitation and reintegration (skills
acquisition, education, micro-credit).

Free Medical Assistance

*II How would you rate the availability
-I.i of survivor-centered services

free care. Not Available
- Some facilities voluntarily offer free services, but
survivors still face cost-related barriers.
Excellent |l 8.6% + Medical reports and forensic services accessed only

sometimes, leading to inconsistency in prosecutions.
Good I 25.0%

Moderate 61.4% Victims Support Fund Established

and
Operational

a . Government facilities are not yet mandated to provide
o
of

goo
=L

Poor 2.1% - Funding sources: State government budget.
- Services supported: Medical services, rehabilitation and
reintegration (skills acquisition, education, micro-credit),

shelter upkeep.

A

@

Very poor 2.8%

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Mandate all state-run health facilities to provide free medical and forensic services, ensuring standardized protocols and consistent access to medical reports for

legal cases.
. Scale up and diversify the Victims Support Fund with private sector and donor contributions, while strengthening coordination among SARCs, shelters, health

facilities, and legal aid providers to create seamless referral pathways.
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Enugu State | Coordination Mechanisms

Status

Regulatory Body

. Formally designated body: Ministry of Women Affairs.

- . State-level coordination mechanism between MDAs Partia'lly
5= is in place. Functional
_5. . Coordinator for domestic violence prevention not

appointed.

. Annual implementation reports not submitted to
state, federal government, or NBS.

. Protection Officers not appointed across LGAs.

Service Provider Registration

Established

. State-maintained register of accredited service but Limited

providers exists but is not regularly updated.

. Register has been partially circulated (to some police
stations, courts, protection officers).

. Operational guidelines not yet developed to
standardize roles, responsibilities, and service
quality.

RECOMMENDATIONS

- Appoint a Coordinator for domestic violence prevention and ensure annual
implementation reports are submitted to state/federal governments and NBS.

. Establish a GBV data dashboard to track case trends, service provider
performance, and enhance accountability.

. Strengthen the service provider accreditation system through regular
updates, audits, and clear operational guidelines.
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Gombe State | Respondent Demographics (n = 311)

Gender

33.9%

Female

66.1%
Male

Civil servant [N 33.8%
student [[INNININGNGNEGEGEEEE co%
self-employed [N 177%
Private sector employee _ 9.6%
NGo/cso worker [ 87%
Unemployed _ 8.4%

Religious/Traditional leader . 1.6%

Professional Services 0.3%

Age

60.1%

16.7% 16.7%

5.5%
m %

18-24 25-35 36-45 46-55 56 and
above

Location

I

1

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

1

I

I

! 67.5%
! Urban
I

I

I

1

Postgraduate education
Graduate education

Technical / vocational education
Secondary education

Primary education

No formal education

Educational Level

I 2o

fl 1.9%

B 03%

fl 1.9%

I 23%

Disabilty Status

51%
Yes

94.9%
No

The demographic profile of respondents from Gombe State shows a highly educated population, with 57.6% having graduate education, 26.0% postgraduate education, and 1.9%
technical/vocational education. The respondents are predominantly male (66.1%), with females making up 33.9%. The majority are young adults, with 60.1% aged 25-35, followed
by 16.7% in both the 18-24 and 36-45 age groups. Most respondents (67.5%) reside in urban areas, while 32.5% are from rural areas. Occupationally, the sample is comprised of
civil servants (33.8%), students (19.9%), self-employed individuals (17.7%), private sector employees (9.6%), and NGO/CSO workers (8.7%). Additionally, 5.1% of respondents reported

having a disability.

BEYOND ENACTMENT | 145



Gombe State | Public Awareness

#_:! Have you heard of the VAPP Law?

passed in your state?

39.2%

ves 60.8%

No

*:! Do you know if the VAPP Law has been *.:l Would you prefer to pursue cases under
the VAPP Law instead of other laws?
I
‘ 23.8%
] Dependson
i my case
44.3%
No ‘ 67.2%
! Yes, prefer o
! VAPP Law 7.4%
I No, prefer
I other laws
I
i
! 1.6%
! Unfamiliar
i

with VAPP Law

|
*_.l How well do you understand the provisions of the VAPP Law?

I
1
I
16.7% ‘
Seen multiple .
campaigns 48.6% ]
Not aware !
of any .
15.8% |
Seen a few !
times 1
I
1
19.0% ]
Not sure

. The state government has conducted sensitization campaigns on the
VAPP Law, targeting traditional rulers, law enforcement, and the general
public.

«  Only 39.2% of respondents are aware of the VAPP Law, while 60.8%
remain unaware.

. Nearly half of respondents (48.6%) report never seeing any
government-led campaign on the law, and 19.0% are unsure.

-« Among those aware, just 311% understand the law very well, while
377% have some understanding.

1.6%
Not at all

29.5%

=S Not so well

Very well

37.7%
Somewhat
well

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Scale up outreach efforts by expanding awareness campaigns across
LGAs, using youth-friendly platforms (e.g., social media) and translating
content into local languages.

«  Deepen awareness initiatives through community-based sensitization
with religious leaders, traditional rulers, and local influencers to build
trust and widen reach.

. Strengthen institutional capacity by training law enforcement agencies
and introduce systematic monitoring and evaluation of campaigns to
improve impact.
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Gombe State | Enforcement Systems

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state,
*.:I.i do you think the state's overall response to
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

*.:I.i In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?

35.0%

No
65.0%

Yes

*:i Which of the following do you think are the major

barriers to implementing the VAPP Law
in your state?

68.9%

45.9%
3360  352%  352% I

Traditional/ Weak Inadequate Poor Law Lack of
Religious  Political Funding Enforcement Awareness
Resistance Will

FINDINGS

Broader definition

Wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms
Increased public awareness

Improved legal provision for GBV case prosecution
Increased accountability for perpetrators

More coordinated institutional response

Greater access to survivor centered services
Increased GBV focused policy

No observed significant impact

—— 50.8%
I 45.9%
I 41.0%
I 38.5%
I 27.0%
I 27.0%
I 26.2%

e 23.8%
9.0%

*.:I.i Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced

better access to justice?

Moderate improvement [N 33.6%
Not sure/Dont Know [N 254%

Significant improvement
Unchanged

Worsened 1.6%

23.8%

15.6%

« 65.0% of respondents believe Gombe State’s response to GBV has improved since adopting the VAPP Law, while 35.0% perceive no change.
- The most cited impacts include a broader definition of GBV (50.8%), wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms such as rape and sexual offenses (45.9%) and

increased public awareness (41.0%).

» Access to justice perceptions show 33.6% report moderate improvement, 23.8% report significant improvement, while 15.6% see no change and 25.4% are unsure.
- Major challenges include lack of awareness (68.9%), poor law enforcement (45.9%), resistance from traditional/religious groups (33.6%), weak political will (35.2%),

and inadequate funding (35.2%).
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Gombe State | Enforcement Systems

Sex Offenders’ Register

; . . ) Functional
« Register established and linked to national GBV but limited

database.
« Not consistently updated.
« Accessible only to law enforcement.

Protection Orders Partially
Operational

« Courts authorized to issue orders.
« No available data on orders issued.
« Police enforcement reported as infrequent.

Mandatory Reporting Fully

(o) tional
- VAPP Law mandates reporting by professionals. perationa

. Standardized referral and reporting protocols exist.
« Penalties for non-compliance in place.

Legal Remedies

« Survivors have successfully obtained compensation and Fully
restitution. Operational

« Over 20 GBV cases prosecuted under VAPP Act in the
past 12 months.

« Legal aid and pro bono services available.

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Establish a reliable system to record and publish data on Protection Orders and
ensure consistent police enforcement.

- Regularly update and expand access to the Sex Offenders’ Register to include key
vetted stakeholders for improved transparency and deterrence.

- Scale up survivor-centered legal support by increasing funding for legal aid,
deploying mobile legal clinics to rural areas, and expanding awareness campaigns
on how to access remedies under the VAPP Law.
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Gombe State | Support Service

*'I Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),
.I.i shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

54.7% SARCs and Shelters
Yes
Z,\*IS'E% ﬁ’jj « Government-established SARCs: 1, shelters, and
° temporary homes exist. Partially
@ « Currently lack adequate operational and functional Functional
capacity.

« Survivors face challenges accessing medical,
psychological, and housing support.

Free Medical Assistance

*.:I,i How would you rate the availability
f ivor- tered i . . 5
of surviver-centered services o '-':}' ni - Government health facilities provide free medical and
(] = (] forensic care. Available
(=) m I:II - Cost-related barriers have been removed.

- Limited access to medical reports and forensic evidence

Excellent - 4.7% - -
for prosecution undermines legal redress.

Good [ 17.7%

Victims Support Fund

Moderate [N 47.6% > Established
. i ioni ivi i i and
SrreT 17.7% Q % Acnvely functioning, both receiving and.dlsbursmg funds. .
V Z - Financing sources: state budget, court fines, donor and Operational
Very Poor 12.3% \/ partner contributions, and private sector donations.

« Supports survivor-focused services including medical
care and rehabilitation.

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Fully equip SARCs and shelters with trained personnel, medical, and psychosocial services to ensure they meet survivor needs.

. Strengthen forensic documentation by training health workers and establishing standardized protocols for timely medical reporting and evidence collection.

. Expand public awareness campaigns to increase knowledge of SARCs, shelters, and protective services, and conduct regular assessments to improve quality and
accessibility.
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Gombe State | Coordination Mechanisms

Status

Regulatory Body

. No formally designated body exists to coordinate
— VAPP Law implementation. Not
=~ . However, a state-level coordination mechanism Established
_5. exists among Women Affairs, Justice, Health,
Information, Education, and Finance.
. Protection Officers have been appointed to assist
courts.

Service Provider Registration

. A state-maintained register of accredited service
providers is available.

. The register is regularly updated and circulated to
police stations, protection officers, and courts.

. Operational guidelines for accredited service
providers have been developed.

Established

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Establish a dedicated regulatory body to strengthen VAPP Law
implementation and coordination.

. Promote collaboration among service providers and create platforms for
dialogue between government, CSOs, and community leaders.

\
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Imo State | Respondent Demographics (n = 336)

Gender Age Educational Level

351%

Postgraduate education - 16.7%

I I

1 1

I I

I I

I I

I I

I I

‘ 18.2% ‘

! ' Technical / vocational education |1.5%
I I

‘ 8.9% ‘ ,

80.0% I I 6.3% I Secondary education _ 25.6%

1 1

I I

I I

I I

I I

I I

20.0% 31.5%

Female

Male .

18-24 25-35 36-45 46-55 56 and
above

Primary education | 0.6%

Occupation Location Disabilty Status

Self-employed I 33.3%
Civil servant [N 20.8%

7.7%
Yes

Private sector employee
Unemployed

Student

NGO/CSO worker
Religious/Traditional leader

Professional Services

I 143%
. 98%
. 05%
%

B 45%

1 06%

67.6%
Urban

32.4%
Rural

92.3%
No

The demographic profile of respondents is predominantly male (80%). The largest age groups represented are 25 - 35 at 31.5% while age 36-45 is 35.1% of respondents. More
than half of the respondents (55.7%) have attained graduate education, with self-employed constituting the largest occupational group at 33.3%. Most respondents reside in

urban areas, with 67.6% living in urban settings compared to 32.4% in rural locations. Additionally, majority of the respondents (92.3%) reported no disability.
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Imo State | Public Awareness

. | |
*:! Have you heard of the VAPP Law? *:! Do you know if the VAPP Law has been *_ﬂ Would you prefer to pursue cases under

passed in your state? the VAPP Law instead of other laws?

19.0%

N 532% 351%

Yes, prefer Depends on

68.8% VAPP Law my case

Yes

9.1%
81.0% No, prefer other laws

Yes 2.6%

Unfamiliar with
VAPP Law

How well do you understand the provisions of the VAPP Law?

I
‘ 2.2%
‘ Not at all
I
25.0% 30.7% | 13.9%
Seen multiple Not aware of any | Not so well
: 29.9%
campaigns : Very well
I
1
. 9.5% ]
.57/ Not sure
Seen a few : Xl
I

Somewhat well

RECOMMENDATIONS

. The state government has conducted awareness and sensitization campaigns on the VAPP Law, . Develop and disseminate simplified materials
targeting schools, religious institutions, traditional rulers, market associations, law enforcement explaining the VAPP Law’s provisions in clear,
agencies, and the general public. accessible language.

. In Imo State, 68.8% of respondents have heard of the VAPP Law, while 31.3% remain unaware. - Integrate local languages and culturally relevant

«  30.7% of respondents have not seen any state-led awareness campaigns, and 9.5% were messaging into awareness campaigns to improve
uncertain. reach, especially in rural areas.

«  Among those aware of the VAPP Law, 81.0% know it has been passed, but only 29.9% reported - Strengthen engagement with traditional rulers and
understanding it ‘very well’. religious leaders through training and partnerships

to boost advocacy and community-level ownership.
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Imo State | Enforcement Systems

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state,

*.:I.i do you think the state's overall response to In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

21.0%
No

1
I
: Wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms [l 60.2%
: Improved legal provision for GBV case prosecution [ INININININNGEGGN -37%
1
‘ Broader definition [N 50.2%
79.0% ‘
Yes 0
I
1
1

Increased public awareness [N 381%

Increased accountability for perpetrators [N 11.7%
More coordinated institutional response [ 10.0%

*:i Which of the following do you think are the major

i ifi i 0,
barriers to implementing the VAPP Law No observed significant impact I 10.0%

. 4 ) )
in your state? Greater access to survivor centered services [ 9.1%

69.7% 701% Increased GBYV focused policy 4.8%

*l| Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced
39.8% 411% ah better access to justice?
: Moderate improvement [INIINENEGGNNN 44.6%
|
16.5% ! Significant improvement NN 31.6%
1
I
I ‘ Unchanged B 13.4%
I
I
I
I
I
1

0,
Weak Traditional/ Poor Law  Inadequate Lack of Not sure/Dont Know 8.7%
Political Religious  Enforcement Funding Awareness
will Resistance Worsened 1.7%
FINDINGS

«  79% of respondents think the state’s response to GBV has improved since adopting the VAPP Law.

- The most cited impacts include broader legal recognition of diverse forms of GBV (60.2%), improved provisions for prosecution (53.7%), and expanded definitions of
violence (50.2%).

» Access to justice perceptions show 44.6% report moderate improvement, 31.6% report significant improvement, while 13.4% see no change.

- Major challenges include lack of awareness (70.1%), inadequate funding (69.7%), poor enforcement (41.1%), resistance from traditional/religious groups (39.8%), and
weak political will (16.5%).
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Imo State | Enforcement Systems

= Sex Offenders’ Register

Not

« Register not yet functional despite legal provision. Established

« Tracking and monitoring of convicted offenders
unavailable.

Protection Orders
@ Partially
! « Courts are empowered to issue orders. Operational
« Number of orders issued in past 12 months unavailable.

« Police enforcement inconsistent.

.—

Mandatory Reporting

Fully

. Mandated by VAPP Law for health, education, and 5
Operational

Q social welfare professionals.

{ « Penalties for non-compliance exist.

. Standardized reporting and referral protocols
established.

Legal Remedies

Fully
- « Legal aid and pro bono support available. Operational
~d « Several survivors have obtained compensation or
_E. restitution.

« More than 20 GBV cases have been prosecuted under
VAPP Law in the past year.

RECOMMENDATIONS

- Establish and operationalize a functional Sexual Offenders’ Register to enable
monitoring of convicted offenders.

« Collect and publish data on the issuance and enforcement of Protection Orders to
strengthen accountability.

- Build continuous capacity of mandated reporters to ensure compliance with
standardized protocols.
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Imo State | Support Service

*'I Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),
.I.i shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

40.5%
No Q
SARCs and Shelters Established
but
50.5% « Government-funded SARCs, shelters : 1. Non-functional
Yes - Currently not receiving survivors.
Free Medical Assistance
*'I How would you rate the availability =] @ a . Government health facilities mandated to provide free .
8 of survivor-centered services ol =lo medical care. Available
(=] m Dl + Survivors face no cost-related barriers.
- Challenges remain in accessing medical reports and
forensic services for prosecution.
Excellent [l 55%
Good [ 21.5% Victims Support Fund
= Not
Moderate [N 54.0% Q Z . Still in development phase. Operational
\/‘ Z - No funding sources were established.
Poor 10.0% « No survivor services supported in the past year.

Very Poor 6.0%

| don't know of any 3.0%

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Fully equip and operationalize SARCs and shelters with trained professionals, medical, and psychological services to ensure accessibility.
. Train healthcare providers in forensic evidence collection and documentation to improve survivors’ access to medical reports for prosecution.
- Establish and operationalize the Victims Support Fund with dedicated budget lines and partnerships with NGOs/CSOs to sustainably finance survivor services.
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Imo State | Coordination Mechanisms

Status

Regulatory Body

. No formally designated regulatory body for VAPP
— Law enforcement. Established
~ . A coordination mechanism exists between key MDAs
_E. (Women Affairs, Justice, Health, Information,
Education, Finance, and social sectors).
. Protection Officers appointed across all LGAs to
support the courts.

Service Provider Registration

. State-maintained register of accredited service
providers is regularly updated.

. Register circulated to relevant institutions (police
stations, protection officers, courts).

. Operational guidelines for accredited service
providers developed to support standardized service
delivery.

Established

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Formally designate a regulatory body to oversee implementation and
coordination of the VAPP Law in Imo State.

. Provide continuous training and adequate resources for Protection Officers
across LGAs to strengthen survivor and court support.

. Regularly update and widely circulate the service provider register, alongside
structured stakeholder dialogues, to enhance coordination and inclusivity in
service delivery.

BEYOND ENACTMENT | 157



JIGAWA STATE



Jigawa State | Respondent Demographics (n = 336)

Age
48.7%
0,
24.2% 21.5%
18-24 25-35 36-45

Occupation

Student
I 21.8%
I 20.9%
B 4%
B 35%
B 35%

1.5%

Civil servant

Self-employed
Unemployed

Private sector employee
Religious/Traditional leader

NGO/CSO worker

I 44.5%

Postgraduate education

Graduate education

Technical/vocational education
Secondary education
3.8% . .
1.8% Primary education
- s Y
46-55 56 and above No formal education

Location

I

1

I

I

I

, Rural
I

I

I

I

I

I

! 81.7%
I

I

I

I

I

Educational Level

I 25.4%
I 37.8%

M 32%
I 30.7%
I 09%
2.1%
Disabilty Status
333%
Yes

66.7%
No

The demographic profile reflects nearly half of the respondents (48.7%) aged between 25 and 35 years and 18 to 24 years comprised 24.2% of the sample while those 36 and 45
years accounted for 21.5% forming a larger educated group with 63.2%. Notably, students formed the largest group, representing 44.5% of respondents while civil servants made
up 21.8%, and self-employed individuals constituted 20.9%. Majority of the respondents (81.7%) resided in urban areas. Persons with disabilities constitute 33.3% of the sample.
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Jigawa State | Public Awareness

. | |
*:! Have you heard of the VAPP Law? *:! Do you know if the VAPP Law has been *_ﬂ Would you prefer to pursue cases under

passed in your state? the VAPP Law instead of other laws?

29.0%

38.1% Depends on my case

No 62.4%

Yes, prefer 7.6%
VAPP Law No, prefer

other laws

Yes

65.7%
Yes

1.0%
Unfamiliar with

I
1
I
I
I
I

61.9% i
I
I
I
I
I
! VAPP Law
I

L] .
*_:l Have you seen any state-led awareness campaigns about the VAPP Law? *_.l How well do you understand the provisions of the VAPP Law?

1.0%

|
1
201% : Not at all 8.6%
381% Not aware of any | Not so well
Seen multiple 0
campaigns !
8:8% wow
Not omewhat we
ot sure ‘ 4%
: Very well
33.0% |
Seen a few I
|

RECOMMENDATIONS
- Jigawa state has implemented VAPP Law awareness initiatives, reaching schools, health - Tailor sensitization programs to reach rural and
workers, the public, religious groups, traditional leaders, market associations, and law remote populations, including translating materials
enforcement agencies. into local languages to enhance comprehension.
. However, 38.1% of respondents in Jigawa State have not heard of the VAPP Law. - Train and empower traditional and religious leaders
«  Among those aware of the law, 71.4% report understanding the VAPP Law’s provisions very well, to serve as community advocates, promoting the
while 8.6% understand it not so well, and 1.0% have no understanding. implementation and enforcement of the VAPP Law.

. 20.1% of respondents have not seen any state-led awareness initiatives.
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Jigawa State | Enforcement Systems

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state,

*.:I.i do you think the state's overall response to
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

*.:I.i In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?

9.8%
No

90.2%
Yes

*:i Which of the following do you think are the major

barriers to implementing the VAPP Law
in your state?

52.4%

29.5%

16.7% 16.7%

. I I
|

Traditional/ Weak Poor Law Inadequate Lack of
Religious  Political Enforcement Funding Awareness
Resistance Will

FINDINGS

Broader definition

Increased accountability for perpetrators
Increased public awareness

Greater access to survivor centered services

Wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms
Improved legal provision for GBV case prosecution
More coordinated institutional response

Increased GBV focused policy

No observed significant impact

I 51.4%
I 46.7%
I 41.4%
I 34.3%
I—— 32.9%
I 21.9%
I 13.8%
I 9.0%

0.5%

*.:I.i Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced

better access to justice?

Not sure/Dont Know I 41.4%

Significant improvement IS 38.6%

Moderate improvement mmmm 15.2%

Unchanged

Worsened

+ 90.2% of respondents believe the state’s response to GBV has improved since the adoption of the VAPP Law.
- Key impacts of the law include a broader definition of GBV (51.4%), increased accountability for perpetrators (46.7%), and heightened public awareness (41.4%).

- Perceptions of access to justice are mixed: 38.6% report significant improvement, 15.2% report moderate improvement, and 41.4% are unsure.

- Major challenges hindering effective implementation include lack of awareness (52.4%), inadequate funding (29.5%), poor enforcement (16.7%), and weak political

will (16.7%).

3.3%
1.4%
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Jigawa State | Enforcement Systems

Sex Offenders’ Register
Not

. No register established and functional Operational

Protection Orders

« Courts authorized to issue orders under the VAPP Law.

« Number of orders issued in the past 12 months: more
than 10.

« Police enforcement: Consistently enforced.

Operational

Mandatory Reporting
E - VAPP Law mandates reporting by health, education, Fully
and social welfare professionals. Operational
I + Penalties exist for non-compliance.
. Standardized reporting and referral protocols are in
place.

Legal Remedies

Full
« Survivors have successfully obtained compensation or ou eyrational
= restitution through the provisions of the VAPP Law. P
E\ « More than 20 cases have been prosecuted under VAPP

Act in the past 12 months.

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Establish and maintain a publicly accessible Sex Offenders Register to enhance
transparency and offender tracking.

- Increase awareness and provide targeted training for law enforcement officers on
VAPP Law provisions and enforcement mechanisms.

- Conduct community sensitization campaigns in local languages to improve
understanding of the VAPP Law.
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Jigawa State | Support Service

*'I Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),
.I.i shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

s SARCs and Shelters

« One government-funded SARC
. State-owned shelter is absent Functional
Services offered: Temporary housing, feeding, medical but limited
care, psycho-social counselling, legal aid, transportation,
and skills acquisition/reintegration support.

@@

77.6%

Yes o .
Free Medical Assistance

]

. Government health facilities mandated to provide free
medical care.
«+ Survivors face no cost-related barriers.
I « Medical reports and forensic services routinely provided
for prosecution.

*.:I,i How would you rate the availability Availabl
vallable

of survivor-centered services

ooo
oo

=L
10

Excellent [ 14.7%
Good NG 57.0% Victims Support Fund

Moderate N 13.3% Q i - Financing from state budget, donors, and development Established
\/‘ % partners. and
Poor 5.3% « Actively disbursing resources. Operational
- Supports medical services, shelters, rehabilitation, and
Very Poor 10.3% reintegration.
RECOMMENDATIONS

. Expand the number and capacity of SARCs, shelters, and health facilities to reach underserved areas.
. Strengthen public awareness campaigns to increase knowledge of available survivor-centered services.
. Scale up and standardize the provision of free medical and forensic services to ensure consistent survivor access across all facilities.
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Jigawa State | Coordination Mechanisms

Status

Regulatory Body

. Formally designated body: Ministry of Justice.

- . Coordinator for domestic violence prevention: Not
= appointed.
—5- . Annual report: Not submitted to state, federal Partially
government, or NBS. Operational

. A state-level coordination mechanism exists
involving MDAs and social stakeholders.
. Protection Officers: Not appointed across LGAs.

Service Provider Registration

. A register of accredited service providers exists but
is not regularly updated. Established

. Shared with some relevant institutions (police
stations, protection officers, courts).

. Operational guidelines for accredited providers still
under development.

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Appoint a dedicated Coordinator for domestic violence prevention and assign
Protection Officers in every LGA.

. Regularly update and widely disseminate the register of accredited GBV
service providers.

. Expedite the development of operational guidelines to standardize and
strengthen service delivery.

gy,

| A s i o
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Kaduna State | Respondent Demographics (n = 363)

Gender Age Educational Level
39.1%
29.2% Postgraduate education [ 182%
35.3%
Female Graduate education NN /8 5%

14.3% 13.5% Technical/vocational education || 11%

I I
1 1
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
64.7% 1 1 d d . o
Vel ‘ 30% ‘ Secondary education [N 27.0%
I I
1 1
I I
I I
I I
I I
1 1

[ | Primary education [l 3.3%
18-24 25-35 36-45 46-55 56 and X
above No formal education 1.9%
Occupation Location Disabilty Status

Religious/Traditional leader [l 22%
Retired | 0.3%

I I
1 1
I I
I I
Self-employed [ 28 1% | Yes
Civilservant [ 223% ‘ ‘
I I
Student G 16 5% ‘ ss ‘
Private sector employee [INNNEGEGGEN 12.9% ‘ 45.2% Rural ‘
1 Urban 1 90.9%
Unemployed [N 1.6% ‘ ‘ S
NGO/CSO worker 61% : :
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I

The respondent demographics show a moderately educated population, with 48.5% holding graduate-level qualifications and 18.2% possessing postgraduate degrees. Male
respondents dominate the sample with 64.7%. The most represented occupations are self-employed individuals (28.1%) and civil servants (22.3%), followed by students (16.5%)
and private sector employees (13.9%). The age distribution is led by 25-35-year-olds (39.1%), followed by 36-45-year-olds (29.2%) and 18-24-year-olds (14.3%). More than half of
the respondents (54.8%) live in rural areas, while 45.2% reside in urban locations. Additionally, 9.1% of respondents reported having a disability.
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Kaduna State | Public Awareness

!, l4 Do you know if the VAPP Law has been W Would you prefer to pursue cases under
-
*'" Have you heard of the VAPP Law? #'" passed in your state? *"l the VAPP Law instead of other laws?
I I
I ! 23.6%
| 29.5% ] 53.5% Depends on
43.3% 1 N.o ! Yes, prefer my case
I I
ves 56.7% ‘ | VAPP Law
No 1 1
: SO : 1l\slac-lfy;;)refer
! hics ! other laws
‘ ‘ 3.8%
! ! Unfamiliar with
‘ ‘ VAPP Law
I I

*_:l How well do you understand the provisions of the VAPP Law?

|
‘ 5.7%
11.6% ! Not at all
Seen multiple 26.4% : T
campaigns Not aware of any ‘ Very el
: 331%
i Not so well
262% :
Seen a few ,
I 40.1%
35.8% 0 Somewhat well
Not sure !
|

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Kaduna State has conducted sensitization campaigns on the VAPP Law, targeting schools, . Expand the reach and frequency of sensitization
religious institutions, traditional rulers, healthcare workers, law enforcement, and the public. campaigns, especially in rural and hard-to-reach

- Awareness remains moderate, with 43.3% aware of the law and 56.7% unaware. communities.

. Exposure to campaigns is limited: 26.2% saw a few, 11.6% saw multiple, 26.4% saw none, and - Simplify and translate campaign materials into local
35.8% were unsure. languages to strengthen understanding.

«  Among those aware, 60.5% know it has been passed, but only 21.0% report strong - Train community, religious, and traditional leaders to
understanding of its provisions. act as advocates for the VAPP Law in their

. Legal preferences show 53.5% favour the VAPP Law, while 23.6% are unsure and 19.1% prefer communities.
other laws.
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Kaduna State | Enforcement Systems

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state,

*.:I.i do you think the state's overall response to *.:I.i In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

Broader definition [N 47.8%

39.0%
No Improved legal provision for GBV case prosecution [ 471%
61.0%
Yes Increased public awareness [N 36.9%

Increased accountability for perpetrators [ N R 2%
Greater access to survivor centered services  [[NRNRNEGEGET 27.4%
More coordinated institutional response  [NNNENEGEGEGGEEEEE 22 3%

1
I
1
1
I
1
| Wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms [N 38.9%
I
1
I
1
1

Which of the following do you think are the major

barriers to implementing the VAPP Law

in your state? Increased GBV focused policy [N 21.7%
g : No observed significant impact 10.8%
. 0
1
I
51.6% . . . . :
. 48.4% *'I Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced
45.2% B8 better accessto justice?
I .
‘ Moderate improvement [N 45.2%
25.5% I
] Significantimproverment [N 24.2%
I
' Not sure/Dont Know [ 17.8%
1
I
0,
Traditional/ Inadequate Weak Poor Law Lack of : Unchanged 12:1%
Rel_igious Funding Dolit_ical Enforcement Awareness ‘
Resistance Will . Worsened 0.6%
FINDINGS

+ 61.0% of respondents believe the state’s GBV response has improved since the passage of the VAPP Law, while 39.0% see no change.

« Access to justice perceptions: 45.2% moderate improvement, 24.2% significant improvement, 12.1% no change.

»  Most cited impacts: broader definition of GBV (47.8%), improved legal provisions for prosecution (47.1%), wider recognition of diverse GBV forms (38.9%).

- Key barriers: lack of awareness (68.8%), poor law enforcement (51.6%), weak political will (48.4%), inadequate funding (45.2%), and cultural/religious resistance (25.5%).
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Kaduna State | Enforcement Systems

Sex Offenders’ Register

Fully
. Publicly accessible, linked to national GBV database. Operational
« Regularly updated, promoting transparency and
accountability.

@ Protection Orders
! . Courts are empowered to issue protection orders. Operational
. Enforced by Police and security agencies.

« No public data on the number of orders issued.

.—

Mandatory Reporting

- No legal obligation for health, education, or social Not

welfare professionals to report GBV cases. Operational
« No penalties for non-compliance.
. Standardized referral protocols exist across institutions.

Legal Remedies

« Survivors access justice through legal aid and pro bono
-
=

lawyers. Functional
. Between 6-10 GBV cases prosecuted under the VAPP
Law in the past year.
. Compensation and restitution awarded in some cases.

RECOMMENDATIONS

- Expand statewide awareness campaigns in local languages to close awareness
gap.

- Train law enforcement agencies on VAPP Law enforcement and strengthen
protection order implementation.

- Amend the VAPP Law to mandate GBV case reporting by professionals, with
penalties for non-compliance.
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Kaduna State | Support Service

*'I Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),
.I.i shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

SARCs and Shelters

50.4% ﬁ'jj
No
« 4 Government-funded SARCs and 2 shelters. Functional
49.6% « Facilities are active and receiving survivors.
WS - Services include temporary housing, feeding,

psychosocial counselling, legal aid, and medical support.

Free Medical Assistance

]

Government health facilities provide free care
voluntarily, not mandated.
I « Survivors still face cost-related barriers for medical and
forensic services.
- Medical reports and forensic evidence are available to
Excellent [l 67% - :
some survivors for prosecution.

Good NG 522%

Available

*.:I,i How would you rate the availability
but limited

of survivor-centered services

ooo
oo

=L
10

2 Victims Support Fund
Moderate ——— 2 10 E Z
N Z - Fund has been established but not functional. Not ™
Poor 12.8% + No resources received or disbursed in the past year. Operational
« State budget identified as primary funding source.
Very Poor 12.8%
RECOMMENDATIONS

- Expand and strengthen SARCs and shelters to ensure comprehensive, survivor-centered services.
. Institutionalize free medical and forensic services in all government health facilities.
. Expedite operationalization of the Victims Support Fund to guarantee timely survivor support.
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Kaduna State | Coordination Mechanisms

Status

Regulatory Body

. No regulatory body currently designated to

implement and enforce the VAPP Law.

No Coordinator appointed for domestic violence

prevention. Not

. No annual reports submitted to state/federal Established
government or NBS.

. A state-level coordination mechanism exists with
MDAs (Women Affairs, Justice, Health, Education,
Finance, etc.) and social sector actors.

. Protection Officers have not been appointed across
LGAs.

2

Service Provider Registration

Established

. A register of accredited service providers exists but o
but limited

is not updated regularly.

. Circulated to some institutions (police stations,
courts, protection officers).

. Operational guidelines for service providers are
under development.

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Establish a dedicated regulatory body or assign an agency to enforce the
VAPP Law.

«  Appoint Protection Officers in all LGAs to support courts and local
enforcement.

. Regularly update and circulate the service providers’ register with clear
operational guidelines to ensure quality and consistency.
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Katsina State | Respondent Demographics (n = 325)

Gender Age Educational Level

1 1
! 47.7% :
: : Postgraduate education [ 20.9%

40.0% Graduate educati 56.3%

Female L 299% ‘ raduate education A
! ' Technical/vocational education il 3.1%

60.0% I o I
Male | 15.4% | Secondary education [N 14.5%
: 62% ‘ i i 9
| - 1.5% : Primary education [l 3.1%
‘ — ‘ No formal education | 22%
18-24 25-35 36-45 46-55 56 and
! above
I I
Occupation Location Disabilty Status

Student I 31.7%
Self-employed I 24.9%
Civil servant NG 16.0%
Private sector employee [N 9.5%
Unemployed N 8.3%
NGO/CSO worker 7.7%
Religious/Traditional leader M 12%
Professional Services | 0.3%
Retired | 0.3%

40.6%
Rural

69.5%
No

The respondent characteristics indicate that more than half (60.0%) were male, with young adults aged 25-35 years forming the largest age group (47.7%), followed by those
aged 18-24 years (29.2%). The sample reflects a relatively well-educated population, with 56.3% holding graduate-level qualifications and 20.9% having postgraduate education,
while only 14.5% had secondary education. Students (31.7%) and self-employed individuals (24.9%) are the largest occupational groups, followed by civil servants (16.0%). Most
respondents live in urban areas (59.4%), and 30.5% identify as having disabilities.
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Katsina State | Public Awareness

. | |
*:! Have you heard of the VAPP Law? *:! Do you know if the VAPP Law has been *_ﬂ Would you prefer to pursue cases under

passed in your state? the VAPP Law instead of other laws?

17.3%

I I
1 1
‘ 28.7% ‘ 44.0% Depends on
! No ! Yes, prefer my case
46.2% — ! ! VAPP Law
. 0 | |
Yes N ‘ ‘
I I
w _— w 353%
' D70 ' No, prefer other
. V&S . laws
‘ ‘ 3.3%
‘ ‘ Unfamiliar with
, , VAPP Law

How well do you understand the provisions of the VAPP Law?

i 4. 7%
i Not at all
27.4% |
; 42.2% ‘ 18.0%
Seen muIFlpIe Not aware of any , Not so well
campaigns ‘ 39.3%
, Very well
I
17.2%. |
Seen a few |
13.2% i 38.0%
Not sure | Somewhat well

RECOMMENDATIONS

. The state government has implemented sensitization campaigns to promote the VAPP Law, but . Broaden outreach efforts to include key influencers
efforts have largely focused on the general public, leaving out key stakeholders such as such as traditional/religious leaders, CBOs, schools,
religious/traditional leaders and community actors. and health workers.

«  Less than half of respondents (46.2%) have heard of the VAPP Law, while 53.8% remain unaware. « Intensify and diversify awareness campaigns

. Awareness of state-led campaigns is low: 42.2% of respondents have not seen any campaign, 17.2% through radio, community meetings, and digital
have seen only a few, and 27.4% have seen multiple. platforms, especially in rural areas.

- Among those aware of the law, 71.3% know it has been passed, but understanding of its provisions is - Deepen sensitization programs to focus on clear
limited: only 39.3% report very good knowledge, 38.0% somewhat good, and 18.0% poor knowledge. understanding of the VAPP Law'’s provisions, not

. Preferences for pursuing cases vary: 44.0% prefer the VAPP Law, 35.3% prefer other laws, and 17.3% just its existence.

remain undecided.
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Katsina State | Enforcement Systems

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state,
do you think the state's overall response to
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

*.:I.i In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?

35.6%
No

64.4%
Yes

Which of the following do you think are the major

barriers to implementing the VAPP Law
in your state?

52.7%

1
: Broader definition
: Improved legal provision for GBV case prosecution
: Wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms
: Increased public awareness
: No observed significant impact

Increased accountability for perpetrators

More coordinated institutional response

Greater access to survivor centered services

I,  =2.0%
I —— 30.7%

I 273%

N 24.7%
16.0%

I 15.3%

I 14.0%

I 11.3%

I 8.7%

I
: Increased GBV focused policy
I

*.:I.i Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced

better access to justice?

I
22.7% 23.3% : Significant improvement GGG 41.3%
16.7% :
12.7% ‘ Moderate improvement [N 28.7%

I
| Not sure/Dont Know I 18.0%
I
I

Traditional/ Weak Poor Law Inadequate Lack of J Unchanged 10.7%

Religious Political Enforcement Funding Awareness 1

Resistance Will |
‘ Worsened | 1.3%

FINDINGS

« 64.4% of respondents believe the state’s response to GBV has improved since adopting the VAPP Law.

- The most cited impacts include a broader definition of GBV (32.0%), improved legal provisions for prosecution (30.7%), and wider recognition of diverse forms of GBV
(27.3%).

» Access to justice perceptions: 41.3% report significant improvement, 28.7% moderate improvement, and 10.7% no change.

«  Major barriers include lack of awareness (52.7%), poor law enforcement (23.3%), weak political will (22.7%), and inadequate funding (16.7%).
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Katsina State | Enforcement Systems

Sex Offenders’ Register
Not

. Register not yet established. Operational
« No structured system to track convicted offenders.

Protection Orders

Operational
but limited

« Courts authorized to issue orders.
« No public data on orders issued in the past 12 months.
« Enforcement by police occurs rarely.

Mandatory Reporting
« Professionals mandated to report GBV cases. Partially
« No penalties for non-compliance. Operational

. Standardized reporting and referral protocols exist.

Legal Remedies

« Survivors consistently access medical and forensic
reports. Fully

- Legal aid and pro bono lawyers are available. Operational

« Survivors have obtained compensation/restitution.

« More than 20 GBV cases have been prosecuted in the
past 12 months under the VAPP Law.

RECOMMENDATIONS

- Establish and operationalize a Sex Offenders’ Register to track convicted offenders.

- Strengthen protection order enforcement through targeted police and judicial
training.

- Amend the VAPP Law to include penalties for failure to report GBV cases by
professionals.
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Katsina State | Support Service

*'I Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),
.I.i shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

SARCs and Shelters Functional

40.6% . .
No @ but limited
» Two government-funded SARCs

» Limited in coverage and access
« Services offered: medical, psychosocial, and legal

59.4%
Yes support Fully
- - Available
— Free Medical Assistance
*'l e S e et e iy o CE' a + Government facilities are mandated to provide free care.
| e ieed e ol = |0 « Survivors still face any cost-related barriers.
o |T| nI « Medical reports and forensic services are consistently Established
accessed for prosecution. and
Excellent | 10.9% Operational
Victims Support Fund

Good |G 32.5% S

% » No established funding mechanism or disbursement

Moderate [ 35.2% Z structure.

« No services supported in the past year.

Poor 9.8%
Very Poor 11.4%
RECOMMENDATIONS

- Ensure all health facilities consistently provide free medical and forensic services to eliminate cost barriers.
. Establish and operationalize a Victims Support Fund with a clear funding and disbursement framework to sustain survivor services.
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Katsina State | Coordination Mechanisms

Status

Regulatory Body

. Formally designated body: GBV Response

- Committee. Partially
5= . Coordinator appointed for domestic violence Operational
_E. prevention.

. Annual report not submitted to federal/state
government or NBS.

. No coordination mechanism among key MDAs
(Women Affairs, Justice, Health, Information,
Education, Finance).

. No Protection Officers appointed across LGAs.

Not

q q s q Established
Service Provider Registration

. No state-maintained register of accredited service
providers.

. No circulation to relevant institutions (police, courts,
protection officers).

. No operational guidelines developed for service
providers.

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Establish a formal reporting system and ensure coordination among key
MDAs for GBV prevention and response.

«  Appoint Protection Officers in every LGA to support courts in enforcing the
VAPP Law.

. Develop and maintain a state register of accredited service providers with
operational guidelines and circulate widely to relevant institutions.
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Kebbi State | Respondent Demographics (1 = 347)

Gender Age Educational Level
I I
1 1
I I
! 441% !
I I
| I Postgraduate education [ 11.8%
I I
37.5%, ‘ Graduate education [IINEGEEEE 38.3%
Female o ‘
‘ 21.9% 21.3% ‘ Technical/vocational education | 0.6%
62.5% \ o ! Secondary education [N 29.7%
i ‘ 101% ‘
‘ I 6% Primary education [l 7.2%
‘ ] No formal education 12.4%
‘ 18-24 2535  36-45 4655 56and
! above
I I
I I
Occupation Location Disabilty Status
I I
1 1
Self-employed I 28 0% :
Student I 237% : 26.2%
Unemployed I 20.5% ] ] ves
Civil servant  [IIININENGEEEEEEE 12.1% ‘ :
. ! 40.3% ! o,
Private sector employee [ S.4% ‘ Uil 59.7% ‘ 73.8%
NGO/CSO worker 43% ‘ Rural ‘ No
I I
Religious/Traditional leader [l 3.5% | I
Professional Services | 0.3% : :
I I
I I
I I

The sample predominantly comprises males (62.5%) with a female representation of 37.5%. The age distribution shows 44.1% are 25-35 years old, 21.9% are 18-24, and 21.3% are
36-45, with older respondents less represented. Educational attainment is moderately high, with 38.3% having graduate education and 11.8% holding postgraduate degrees. In
terms of employment, 28.0% are self-employed, 23.1% are students, 20.5% are unemployed, and 12.1% are civil servants. Most respondents (59.7%) reside in rural areas, while

40.3% live in urban areas. Additionally, 26.2% of respondents report having a disability.
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Kebbi State | Public Awareness

. | |
*:! Have you heard of the VAPP Law? *:! Do you know if the VAPP Law has been *_ﬂ Would you prefer to pursue cases under

passed in your state? the VAPP Law instead of other laws?

23.9%
511% Depends on
Yes, prefer gy €82
VAPP Law

32.4%
o No
50.7% 49.3%

Yes

No, prefer other laws

67.6%
Yes 6.8%

Unfamiliar with

1
! 18.2%
1
1
, VAPP Law

How well do you understand the provisions of the VAPP Law?

I 3.4%
20T 21.0% | Not at all
Seen multiple Not aware of any ‘ 20.0%
campaigns : 39.8% Not so well
: Very well
15.3% :
Not sure :
[)
42.9% i 57 8%

Seen a few |

Somewhat well

RECOMMENDATIONS
. The state government has conducted VAPP Law awareness and . Intensify awareness campaigns and tailor them to diverse groups
sensitization campaigns, reaching schools, religious institutions, traditional across LGAs, especially in low-awareness communities.
rulers, market associations, transport unions, health unions, law - Translate campaign materials into local languages and use
enforcement agencies, and the public. youth-friendly platforms such as social media to expand outreach.
+  50.7% of respondents in Kebbi State have heard of the VAPP Law, while . Partner with religious leaders, traditional rulers, and local influencers
49.3% remain unaware. to strengthen sensitization efforts and build community trust.

+  Among those aware of the law, only 39.8% report a strong understanding
of its provisions, while 29.0% do not understand it well.

. Exposure to state-led campaigns is relatively low, with 42.9% seeing them
a few times, 20.7% multiple times, and 21% unaware of any campaigns.
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Kebbi State | Enforcement Systems

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state,

do you think the state's overall response to *.:I.i In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

25.6%
No

Wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms [N 29.5%
Improved legal provision for GBV case prosecution [ 28.4%
Broader definition [N 27.3%
Increased public awareness [N 20.5%
Increased accountability for perpetrators [N 20.5%
Greater access to survivor centered services [N 19.9%

Which of the following do you think are the major )
barriers to implementing the VAPP Law Increased GBV focused policy [N 14.2%
in your state? More coordinated institutional response [N 13.6%

No observed significant impact 10.8%

74.4%
Yes

51.7%

*.:I.i Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced

35.2% better access to justice?
28.4%
261% ? ‘
216% ‘ Moderate improvement N 32.4%

I
: Significant improvement N 29.5%
I
! Not sure/Dont Know I 18.8%
1

Traditional/ Weak Inadequate Poor Law Lack of ! Unchanged 14.2%

Religious Political Funding Enforcement Awareness J

Resistance Will : Worsened 51%
1

FINDINGS

74.4% of respondents think Kebbi State’s response to GBV has improved since adopting the VAPP Law, while 25.6% see no change.

The most cited impacts include wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms (29.5%), improved legal provisions for prosecution (28.4%), and broader definitions of
GBV (27.3%).

Access to justice perceptions show 32.4% report moderate improvement, while only 29.5% report significant improvement.

Major challenges include lack of awareness (51.7%), poor law enforcement (35.2%), inadequate funding (28.4%), weak political will (21.6%), and traditional/religious
resistance (21.6%).
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Kebbi State | Enforcement Systems

Sex Offenders’ Register
Not

- No register exists in Kebbi State. Established
« No mechanism to track or monitor convicted offenders.

Protection Orders

Established
but Not
Operational

« Courts are authorized to issue orders.

« No protection orders have been issued in the past 12
months.

« Police enforcement rarely carried out.

Mandatory Reporting
Not
« VAPP Law does not mandate reporting by Operational
professionals.
« No penalties for non-compliance.
« Standardized referral protocols in place.

Legal Remedies

« Survivors have accessed compensation or restitution.

» Medical and forensic access remains limited.

« Number of cases prosecuted under VAPP Law in the
past 12 months: 11-20.

RECOMMENDATIONS

- Establish and operationalize a sex offenders’ register that is regularly updated and
publicly accessible.

. Strengthen issuance and enforcement of protection orders through courts and
police.

- Amend the VAPP Law to mandate GBV case reporting by professionals with
penalties for non-compliance.

Operational
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Kebbi State | Support Service

*'I Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),
.I.i shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

SARCs and Shelters

29.1%
No :
ﬁ[ One government-owned functional SARC Eﬁrﬁ::::c:
Three addtional SARCs are undergoing construction
Services offered: medical treatment, psychosocial
counseling, transportation, feeding, and legal services
70.9% . . Available
Free Medical Assistance but limited

Yes

o Government facilities are mandated to provide free care.
:II . Some facilities offer services at no cost, but survivors still
face cost-related barriers.

goao
— g
10|

*.:I,i How would you rate the availability

of survivor-centered services
Not

Established

Victims Support Fund

Excellent [ NG 142%

Good |GG 37.0%
Moderate [——— 37 39

AN

« No Victims Support Fund exists in Kebbi State.
- Survivors lack financial assistance for medical, shelter, or
reintegration support.

@

Poor 8.5%
Very Poor 8.9%
RECOMMENDATIONS

- Ensure all government health facilities consistently provide free medical and forensic services.
. Establish a Victims Support Fund to provide dedicated financial assistance to survivors.
. Strengthen public awareness campaigns and improve the quality of survivor-centered services.
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Kebbi State | Coordination Mechanisms

Status

Regulatory Body

. No formally designated body to implement and
- coordinate the VAPP Law. Not
~ . No coordination mechanism between relevant MDAs Established
_E. and social sectors.
. Protection Officers have not been appointed across
LGAs.

Service Provider Registration

. No register of accredited service providers in place. Not

. No mechanism to update or circulate a register to Established
police stations, protection officers, or courts.

. No operational guidelines developed for service
providers.

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Formally designate a regulatory body and establish a multi-sectoral
coordination mechanism for VAPP implementation.

. Appoint Protection Officers in each LGA to support courts in fulfilling their
mandates.

. Develop operational guidelines and maintain a regularly updated register of
accredited service providers, circulated to all relevant institutions.
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Kogi State | Respondent Demographics (1 = 324)

Gender Age Educational Level
I I
1 1
‘ 36.4% ‘
I I
, ] Postgraduate education - 27.8%
! 26.5% !
I I
455% I 19.1% I Graduate education _ 62.3%
Male 54.5% : 13.6% :
IFemEls I I Technical / vocational education I 1.2%
. 4.3% .
1 . 1
! ! Secondary education . 8.6%
I 18-24 25-35 36-45 46-55 56 .and I
] above ]
I I
I I
Occupation Location Disabilty Status

4.3%

Civil servant [ 28.7% Yes

I I
1 1
I I
Self-employed N 2'.0% : :
Student I 150% | |
I I
Private sector employee [N 10.8% | 55.2% |
I I
NGO/cSO worker [N 10.5% 44.8% Rural
! Urban !
Unemployed [ ©.6% ‘ ‘
I I
Religious/Traditional leader 22% ! ! 95.7%
1 1 No
I I
I I
I I
I I

Professional Services 1.2%

The demographic profile of Kogi State respondents shows a slightly higher proportion of females (54.5%) and a youthful population, with most aged 25-35 years. Educational
attainment is high, with 62.3% having graduate education and 27.8% holding postgraduate degrees. Occupationally, civil servants (28.7%) and self-employed individuals (21%)
are prominent, while rural residents make up 55.2% of the sample. Additionally, 4.3% of respondents have disabilities.
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Kogi State | Public Awareness

#_:! Have you heard of the VAPP Law?

*:! Do you know if the VAPP Law has been

*.:l Would you prefer to pursue cases under
the VAPP Law instead of other laws?

41.7%
No
58.3%
Yes

I

1

I

I

I

I

I

I 51.3%
i Yes
I

I

I

1

I

*_:l Have you seen any state-led awareness campaigns about the VAPP Law?

passed in your state?

48.7%

26.5%
Depends on
my case
65.6%
Yes, prefer
VAPP Law 1.6%
No, prefer
other laws

6.3%
Unfamiliar
with VAPP Law

|
*_.l How well do you understand the provisions of the VAPP Law?

I

1

I

22.8% !

Seen multiple .
campaigns 42.9% !
Not aware I

of any |

I

1

17.3% i
Seen a few I
times 17.0% '

Not sure d

I

. The state government has actively implemented VAPP Act awareness
campaigns, engaging schools, religious institutions, traditional rulers,
market associations, transport unions, health workers, and law
enforcement agencies.

«  Awareness remains moderate: 58.3% have heard of the Act, while 41.7%
have no knowledge of it.

+  Only 22.8% recall seeing multiple campaigns, while 42.9% report no
exposure at all.

«  Among those aware of the Act, just 27% report strong knowledge of its
provisions, and nearly half (48.7%) are uncertain about its legal status.

7.9%
Not at all

27.0%
Very well
37.6%
Not so well
27.5%
Somewhat

well

RECOMMENDATION

. Expand and tailor awareness campaigns to increase outreach,
especially to those unaware of the Act or uncertain about its legal
status.

. Deepen public understanding of the VAPP Act’s provisions through
targeted education, community forums, and “Know Your Rights”
initiatives.

. Use culturally relevant approaches (local languages, radio, drama,
digital tools) to engage rural, urban, and marginalized groups more
effectively.
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Kogi State | Enforcement Systems

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state,

*.:I.i do you think the state's overall response to *.:I.i In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

Broader definition [N 51.9%
Wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms [IIININIGEEE :02%

42.5%
No

Yes

Improved legal provision for GBV case prosecution [N 35.4%
Increased accountability for perpetrators |GGG 23.8%
Greater access to survivor centered services NN 22.2%

1
I
1
1
I
1
57.5% | Increased public awareness [N 37.0%
I
1
I
1
1

*'I Which of the following do you think are the major . .
BB barriers to implementing the VAPP Law More coordinated institutional response [ 212%
i 2
injyourstate? No observed significant impact [ 212%
Increased GBV focused policy 18.5%

59.8%

Lack of

44.4%

37.0%
30.2%
20.6% I

Traditional/ Weak Poor Law

*.:I.i Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced

better access to justice?

Moderate improvement G 30.7%
Not sure/Dont Know I 26.5%

Significant improvement N 25.4%

o
Religious Political Enforcement |n2323$na$e Awareness Unchanged 16.4%
Resistance will
Worsened [ 11%
FINDINGS

. 57.5% of respondents think the state’s response to GBV has improved since adopting the VAPP Law, while 42.5% see no change.

« Key impacts cited include a broader definition of GBV (51.9%), wider legal recognition (39.2%), and stronger prosecution provisions (35.4%).

« Access to justice perceptions show 30.7% report moderate improvement, 25.4% report significant advancement, while 26.5% remain unsure.

« Major barriers include lack of awareness (59.8%), poor enforcement (44.4%), weak political will (37.0%), inadequate funding (30.2%), and cultural/religious resistance
(20.6%).

BEYOND ENACTMENT | 189



Kogi State | Enforcement Systems

Sex Offenders’ Register
Not

- No register in place to document or track convicted Established

offenders.

Protection Orders

« Courts are authorized to issue orders Operational
- 6-10 orders issued in the past year. but limited
- Enforcement by police is inconsistent.

Mandatory Reporting
« VAPP Act mandates professionals to report GBV cases. Fully
« Penalties exist for non-compliance. Operational

. Standardized referral protocols developed.

Legal Remedies

. Survivors have accessed pro-bono legal aid, Fully
compensation, and restitution. Operational

« Over 20 GBV cases have been prosecuted under the
VAPP Act in the past year.

RECOMMENDATIONS

- Establish and operationalize a Sex Offenders’ Register linked to the national -
database to improve monitoring and deterrence.

- Strengthen enforcement of Protection Orders through police compliance,
oversight, and survivor-centered monitoring.

- Expand awareness campaigns and secure dedicated funding to overcome
knowledge gaps, poor enforcement, and cultural resistance.
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Kogi State | Support Service

*'I Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),
.I.i shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

44.1% SARCs and Shelters
Yes
559% « One government-owned
NO + SARC exist, but non-operational
@ + No government-run shelter exists
« Survivors lack access to safe spaces for rehabilitation.
— Free Medical Assistance
g - gl - No state mandate for free medical or forensic services.
*II How would you rate the availability o I'I'I |='I « Survivors face financial barriers in accessing treatment.
B8l  of survivor-centered services « Forensic documentation is inconsistently available and
costly.
Excellent [ 63% Victims Support Fund

AN

Good N s 5%

]
Poor 21.0%

- Survivors lack financial assistance for care, justice, or
reintegration.

@

Very Poor 21.0%

RECOMMENDATIONS

- No active mechanism to receive or disburse resources.

Available but
non-
functional

Not Available

Not
Established

. Establish SARCs and shelters across the state to ensure safe housing and comprehensive survivor-centered services.
. Mandate free medical and forensic services for GBV survivors in public health facilities to eliminate financial barriers.
. Create and operationalize a Victims Support Fund with transparent management to sustainably support survivor needs.
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Kogi State | Coordination Mechanisms

Status

Regulatory Body

. Formally designated body: Public Defender and

Citizen’s Right Commission.
— . Coordm‘ator appointed for domestic violence Established
_E. prevention. and

. Annual report: Submitted to government but not 9
shared with National Bureau of Statistics (NBS). Gl

. There is a state coordination mechanism between
relevant MDAs (Women Affairs, Justice, Health,
Education, Finance).

. Protection Officers are appointed across all LGAs.

Service Provider Registration

. State-maintained register exists but not regularly
updated. Established

. Register partially circulated (police stations,
protection officers, courts).

. Operational guidelines for accredited providers
under development.

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Institutionalize the submission of annual implementation reports to NBS to
strengthen compliance and national-level data aggregation.

«  Ensure regular updating and comprehensive circulation of the service
provider register.

. Finalize and disseminate operational guidelines to standardize service
delivery and improve accountability.
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Kwara State | Respondent Demographics (n = 306)
Gender Age Educational Level

9 29.4% i
291% ° Postgraduate education - 59%

I I
1 1
I I
I I
I I
31.9% 19.3% 19.0%
M | I I
el ! ' Technical / vocational education . 29%
I I
I I .
Female

I I
1 1
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I

3.3%

18-24 25-35 36-45 46-55 56 and
above

Primary education - 6.5%

No formal education I 0.7%

Occupation Location Disabilty Status

I
l
civitservant || NN 205 |
student || NEGEGEGEG 1s0% '

I

Private sector employee _ 12.4% !
I

I

1

I

I

I

I

I

3.6%
Yes

51.6%
Urban 48.4%

Rural 96.4%

I
1
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
1 No
I
Unemployed - 4.2% !
1
Religious/Traditional leader . 2.6% !
I
I
I
I

NGojcso worker [l 2.0%

The respondent profile from Kwara State shows that 43.1% of respondents have at least secondary education, with 40.8% attaining graduate education and 5.9% postgraduate.
Only 0.7% reported having no formal education. The urban-rural split is nearly balanced, with 51.6% living in urban areas and 48.4% in rural areas. The sample is predominantly
female (68.1%), with young adults aged 25-35 years comprising the largest age group (58.5%). The majority are self-employed (40.2%), followed by civil servants (20.6%), and
students (18.0%), while only 4.2% are unemployed. 3.6% of respondents identified as persons with disabilities.
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Kwara State | Public Awareness

l4 Do you know if the VAPP Law has been !, Would you prefer to pursue cases under
-
Have you heard of the VAPP Law? #"! passed in your state? *"l the VAPP Law instead of other laws?
19.6%
Yes, prefer
18.3% VAPP Law
Yes
411% 48.2%
Yes 58.9% 3.6% Dependson
No Unfamiliar my case

81.7%

No 28.6%
No, prefer
other laws

I
1
I
I
I
I
I
! with VAPP Law
I
I
I
I
1
I

L] .
*_:l Have you seen any state-led awareness campaigns about the VAPP Law? *_.l How well do you understand the provisions of the VAPP Law?

|
1
’ el ‘ 5.4%
Seen a ]%ng@ Seen multiple ‘ 8.9% NOtht .
times campaigns ‘ Very well
|
|
17.9%
51.6% :
Not aware ‘ Somewhat 67.9%
of any : well Not so well
42.8% ‘
Not sure ‘
1
|
|

RECOMMENDATIONS

. The state government has implemented VAPP Law awareness initiatives, . Launch a comprehensive multi-channel sensitization campaign
reaching the public. targeting both rural and urban populations.

- Despite this, only 18.3% of respondents are aware of the VAPP Law, while . Leverage the Simplified Kwara State VAPP Law to communicate
81.7% remain unaware. protections, remedies, and available services in accessible formats.

+  Among those aware, just 411% know it has been passed. - Engage local leaders, women’s groups, and schools to expand

. Exposure to awareness efforts is critically low: only 5.5% report reach, improve understanding, and boost utilization of the VAPP Law.
encountering campaigns, while 51.6% have never seen any, and 42.8% are
uncertain.

+  When considering legal recourse, only 19.6% prefer the VAPP Law.
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Kwara State | Enforcement Systems

A

ha

51.8%
12.5%
0
36% 7.1% .
|
Weak Traditional/ Poor Law Inadequate Lack of
Political Religious Enforcement Funding Awareness
Will Resistance
FINDINGS

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state,
do you think the state's overall response to
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

24.5%
Yes

75.5%
No

Which of the following do you think are the major
barriers to implementing the VAPP Law
in your state?

82.1%

*.:I.i In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?

No observed significant impact

Broader definition

Wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms
Increased public awareness

Improved legal provision for GBV case prosecution
Increased accountability for perpetrators

Greater accessto survivor centered services

More coordinated institutional response

Increased GBV focused policy

I 0%
I  25.6%
I 17.9%

I 125%

B 5%

Bl 7%

Bl s4%

B 54%

5.4%

*.:I.i Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced

better access to justice?

Unchanged I 39.3%

Not sure/Dont Know [ NI 37.5%

Moderate improvement

8.9%

Significant improvement

«  75.5% of respondents report no improvement and only 24.5% note progress since adoption of the VAPP Law.
« Access to justice remains weak: 39.3% report no change, 37.5% are unsure, 14.3% see moderate improvement, and just 8.9% observe significant progress.
- The most cited impacts of the law include lack of significant effect (41.1%), broader GBV definition (28.6%), and expanded legal recognition of GBV forms (17.9%).

- Key barriers include lack of awareness (82.1%), inadequate funding (51.8%), poor enforcement (12.5%), traditional/religious resistance (7.1%), and weak political will

(3.6%).

14.3%
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Kwara State | Enforcement Systems

Sex Offenders’ Register

Partially
Operational

« Register established and linked to state/national GBV
database.

« Updated irregularly, reducing reliability.

« Accessible only to select authorities, limiting public
transparency.

Protection Orders
Fully

. Courts authorized to issue orders. Operational

« More than 10 orders were issued in the past year.

. Consistently enforced by police and security agencies.

Mandatory Reporting

Fully

. Professionals in health, education, and social welfare .
Operational

are mandated to report.
« Strict penalties for non-compliance.
. Standardized reporting and referral protocols in place.

Legal Remedies

Fully

~ « Survivors have obtained compensation or restitution Operational
through the VAPP Law.
« More than 20 cases have been prosecuted in the past
12 months using VAPP Law as the legal basis.

RECOMMENDATIONS

- Ensure regular updates and expand controlled public access to the Sex Offenders’
Register.

- Strengthen training for law enforcement, judiciary, and service providers to improve
accountability and enforcement.

- Scale up sustained awareness campaigns and increase funding to address
knowledge gaps and resource barriers.
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Kwara State | Support Service

*'I Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),
.I.i shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

9.8%
Y
s SARCs and Shelters
902% I:;:] . Two government—owned SARCs exist, but only one is Functional
No fully functional ' . . but limited
- Two state-run shelter exist, but only one is operational

- Services offered: medical, legal, psychosocial, economic

Free Medical Assistance

« Government facilities are not mandated to provide free 3
*.:I,i How would you rate the availability = Cﬂ'-l ﬁ R Not Available
of survivor-centered services —] - . . .
UiV Vi (= ) Wl [ =} « Private facilities also do not offer free medical services.
o ITI DI « Survivors can access medical reports and forensic

services for prosecution without cost-related barriers.

Excellent - 13.4%

Good [ 167 Victims Support Fund

Partially

= - Framework not yet operational for consistent y
Moderate [ NN - % w yet operati ' Operational

Q_ Z mobilization and disbursement of funds.
Poor 3.3% V - Identified funding sources include court fines and private
\/ donations.
Very Poor 13.3% . Some services like legal aid, medical care, and

psychosocial support have been facilitated, showing
strong potential once functional.

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Establish and fund state-run SARCs, shelters, and temporary homes to provide comprehensive survivor-centered services.
. Mandate free medical treatment for GBV survivors in public health facilities to remove financial barriers to care and justice.
. Fully operationalize the Victims Support Fund with a clear framework to consistently support medical, psychosocial, and legal services.
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Kwara State | Coordination Mechanisms

Status

Regulatory Body

. Formally designated body: Ministry of Justice.
. Coordinator appointed for domestic violence
E prevention.
_E_ . State coordination mechanism established between

relevant MDAs.

. Protection Officers appointed across LGAs.

. Annual report not submitted to the state, federal
government, or National Bureau.

Established
and
Operational

Service Provider Registration

. No state-maintained register of GBV service

providers.
. No accreditation system or quality assurance
framework. Not
. Service delivery lacks standardization, transparency, Established

and consistency.

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Mandate the Ministry of Justice Coordinator to submit annual VAPP
enforcement reports to strengthen accountability and transparency.

. Establish a state-managed registry and accreditation system for GBV service
providers.

. Develop and enforce clear operational guidelines to ensure standardized,
survivor-centered services.
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Lagos State | Respondent Demographics (n = 328)

Gender Age Educational Level

37.2%
18.2%

Male 30.2% 29.0%

Postgraduate education . 7.6%

I
1
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I Secondary education . 8.5%
81.8% ‘
I
1
I
I
I
I
1

Femnale 18%  18% Primary education ] 4.0%
- -
1824 2535 3645 4655 56and No formal education | 0.9%
above
Occupation Location Disabilty Status

5.5%

student | 265%
Rural

I I
1 1
I I
I I
Private sector employee | o: ] ]
self-employed |GG 213% ] ]
unemploved [N 9% l l

‘ ‘ 96.6%

Civil servant _ 1.0% ‘ ‘ No

1 1
nco/cso worker [ 40% | |
‘ 94.5% ‘
I I
I I
1 1

Professional Services . 1.2% Urban

The respondent profile is characterized by a highly educated and urban population, with 79% holding graduate education and residing in urban areas. The sample is predominantly
female (81.8%) and young, with 37.2% aged 25-35 and 30.2% aged 18-24. Students (26.8%), private sector employees (23.8%), and self-employed individuals (21.3%) are the most
represented occupational groups, while 3.4% of respondents have disabilities.
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Lagos State | Public Awareness

#_:! Have you heard of the VAPP Law?

*:! Do you know if the VAPP Law has been

*.:l Would you prefer to pursue cases under
the VAPP Law instead of other laws?

43.6%

ves 56.4%

No

83.2%
Yes

passed in your state?

with VAPP Law

I
! 16.8%
I Depends on
i my case
‘ 21%
No, prefer
! other laws
I
: 79.7%
! Yes, prefer 1.4%
! VAPP Law Unfamiliar
I
I
1
I

How well do you understand the provisions of the VAPP Law?

I
131% ]
Not aware
ofany !
37.2% 0
Seen multiple ‘
campaigns !
I
I
I
44.2% !
55% Not sure !
Seen a few ‘
times !
I

. The state government has implemented comprehensive VAPP Law awareness
initiatives, engaging market associations, transport unions, healthcare workers,
schools, religious institutions, and law enforcement.

. 56.4% of respondents in Lagos State have never heard of the VAPP Law.

«  Only 37.2% recall seeing multiple state-led awareness campaigns, while 44.2%
are unsure and 13.1% report no exposure.

«  Among those aware of the law, 69.9% claim strong knowledge of its provisions,
and 83.2% know it has been passed in Lagos.

«  79.7% of respondents prefer the VAPP Law over older legal systems, indicating
confidence in its applicability.

3.5%
Not at all
16.1%
Not so well
10.5%
Somewhat
69.9% well
Very well

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Expand sensitization campaigns beyond urban centers, targeting

informal settlements and underserved areas.
- Translate and simplify educational materials into local languages and
spread them via radio, TV, and digital platforms.
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Lagos State | Enforcement Systems

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state,

*.:I.i do you think the state's overall response to *.:I.i In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

13.29%
No

Improved legal provision for GBV case prosecution [l 43.4%
Broader definition GGG 37.8%
Wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms s 32.2%
Increased public awareness [N 12.6%
Greater access to survivor centered services [ 9.1%

86.71%
Yes

Increased accountability for perpetrators [ 8.4%

*:i Which of the following do you think are the major

barriers to implementing the VAPP Law More coordinated institutional response M 6.3%
in your state?

Increased GBV focused policy I 5.6%

No observed significant impact 4.9%
69.9%

*.:I.i Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced

better access to justice?

28.0% I
18.2% | Significant improvement [IIINEGEGEEEEE 7°.7%
I
91% 11.9% ‘
. ‘ Not sure/Dont Know [l 8.4%
H |
Weak Traditional/ Poor Law Lack of Inadequate : Moderate improvement 7.7%
Political Religious Enforcement  Awareness Funding 1
Will Resistance \
| Unchanged 4.2%
1
I
1
FINDINGS

- 86.7% of respondents believe Lagos State’s response to GBV has improved since adopting the VAPP Law.

- The most cited legal impacts include improved prosecution procedures (43.4%), broader definitions of sexual offenses (37.8%), and wider recognition of diverse GBV
forms (32.2%).

» Key challenges include inadequate funding (69.9%), low public awareness (28.0%), weak political will, cultural resistance, and enforcement gaps.
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Lagos State | Enforcement Systems

Sex Offenders’ Register

« Linked to state and national GBV databases.

. Updated quarterly with information on convicted
offenders.

« Publicly accessible.

Fully
Operational

Protection Orders

« Courts are authorized to issue orders under the VAPP
Act.

« Police and security agencies enforce orders robustly.

. Data on the number of orders issued remains
unavailable.

Operational

Mandatory Reporting

« Health, education, and welfare professionals are legally
required to report GBV cases. Fully

+ Penalties for non-compliance ensure accountability. Operational

« Standardized referral and reporting protocols
established.

Legal Remedies

« Survivors have accessed compensation and restitution
under the VAPP Act. 1Y

« Over 20 GBV cases have been prosecuted using the Operational
Act in the past 12 months.

« Pro bono lawyers and legal aid providers actively
support survivors.

RECOMMENDATIONS

- Increase budgetary allocations to strengthen survivor services, legal aid, and law
enforcement capacity.

- Establish independent monitoring systems and ensure regular reporting of
Protection Orders issued.

- Intensify community-based sensitization campaigns to raise awareness, challenge
cultural resistance, and expand legal literacy.
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Lagos State | Support Service

*'I Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),
.I.i shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

23.8%
No

SARCs and Shelters

@ - Government-funded SARCs and Shelters : 1. Fully
- Actively receiving survivors. Functional
@ - Services offered: Temporary housing, Feeding, Medical
services, Skills acquisition or reintegration support, Legal
76.2% aid, and Psychosocial counselling.

Yes
Free Medical Assistance

Available

*.:I,i How would you rate the availability

of survivor-centered services Government facilities are mandated to provide free care.
« Survivors face no cost-related barriers.
« Medical reports and forensic services are routinely

accessed for prosecution.

GI|

goo
=Lt

Excellent 1IN 252%
Good I 202% Victims Support Fund
Established

Moderate [ 306% « Funding sources: State budget (primary), with partner EL
’ support contributions. Operational
Poor 2.4%

AN

Services supported: Medical Services, SARC/Shelter
operations, Legal aid, Psychosocial support,
Rehabilitation, Reintegration (skills acquisition,
micro-credit).

q

Very Poor 3.6%

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Expand outreach through community-based, culturally sensitive, and digital platforms to enhance accessibility.
. Establish independent monitoring and feedback systems to ensure accountability and build public trust.
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Lagos State | Coordination Mechanisms

Status
Regulatory Body
. Formally designated body: GBV Response
Committee.
= . Coordm‘ator appointed for domestic violence Established
_& prevention. and

. Annual report: Submitted to federal and state
governments and deposited at the National Bureau
of Statistics.

. Multi-sectoral coordination mechanism in place
(Women Affairs, Justice, Health, Information,
Education, Finance).

. Protection Officers appointed across all LGAs/Area
Councils.

Operational

Service Provider Registration

Established
. State-maintained register is comprehensive and and
regularly updated. Functional

. Register circulated to police stations, Protection
Officers, and courts.

. Operational guidelines for accredited providers
developed and in use.

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Develop an integrated digital system to link GBV actors for real-time data
sharing, case tracking, and transparency.

- Institutionalize regular training on survivor-centered, trauma-informed
approaches for all stakeholders.
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Nasarawa State | Respondent Demographics (n = 184)

Gender

55.3%
Male

Self-employed

Civil servant

Private sector employee
Student

NGO/CSO worker
Unemployed

Religious/Traditional leader

Professional Services

37.5%

44 7%
Female

18-24 25-35

Occupation

Age

39.7%

36-45

Educational Level

Postgraduate education - 12.0%

Technical / vocational education I 2.2%

Secondary education - 14.1%

22% Primary education I 1.6%
|
56 and No formal education I 2.2%
above
Location Disabilty Status

7.6%

261% Vs

Rural

92.4%
No

In Nasarawa State, the respondent profile shows an educated and predominantly urban sample, with 67.9% having graduate education and 73.9% residing in urban areas. Males
make up 55.3% of the sample, and the largest age groups are 36-45 years (39.7%) and 25-35 years (37.5%). The most represented occupations are self-employed (35.9%), civil
servants (31%), and private sector employees (13%). Additionally, 7.6% of respondents have disabilities, indicating a relatively inclusive sample.
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Nasarawa State | Public Awareness

!, l4 Do you know if the VAPP Law has been W Would you prefer to pursue cases under
=
*'" Have you heard of the VAPP Law? #'" passed in your state? *"l the VAPP Law instead of other laws?
I I
! 2% ‘ 63%
30.4% ‘ © ‘ Depends on
No I I my case
I I
I I
69.6% | , o
Yes ‘ ‘ 82.0% %
No, prefer
‘ ‘ Ve [l other laws
! U VAPP Law
] 86.7% ]
‘ Yes ‘
I I

*_:l Have you seen any state-led awareness campaigns about the VAPP Law? *_:l How well do you understand the provisions of the VAPP Law?
: 7.0%
9.8% 27.7% ‘ Very well
Seen a few Not aware |
of any I
I 37.5%
! Not so well
I
I
1
I 55.5%
S11% T.4% ! Somewhat well
Seen multiple Not sure ‘
campaigns !
I

RECOMMENDATIONS
«  The state government has implemented awareness campaigns on the VAPP . Use culturally relevant messaging in local languages through trusted
Law, engaging religious institutions, traditional rulers, health workers, law community channels.
enforcement, schools, market associations, and the public. - Strengthen capacity-building for law enforcement, health workers,
+  69.6% of respondents in Nasarawa State have heard of the VAPP Law. and community groups to ensure accurate dissemination.

. 51.1% recall seeing multiple campaigns, while 27.7% have not encountered any,
and 11.4% are unsure.

. 86.7% of those aware know the law has been passed, and 82.0% prefer using
it over other legal options.

. Understanding remains moderate; 55.5% know it somewhat well, 7.0% very
well, and 37.5% have limited knowledge.
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Nasarawa State | Enforcement Systems

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state,

do you think the state's overall response to *.:I.i In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

12.5%
No

1

: Broader definition [ 68.8%

: Wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms [ INRNINGININEEEEEEE 65.0%

: Greater access to survivor centered services [ 61.7%

: Increased GBV focused policy [ s8.6%

: Improved legal provision for GBV case prosecution [N 578%
Increased public awareness [ 57.0%

87.5%
Yes

Which of the following do you think are the major

il:]a;:ﬁ:sst:tlgplementmg i AP [y Increased accountability for perpetrators [ N 53.9%
More coordinated institutional response [T 51.6%
922% ‘
1 . g .
‘ No observed significant impact 5.5%
I

Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced

better access to justice?

Significant improvement | ENENIININIIEE -°3%
Moderate improvement |GGG 43.0%

Unchanged B 31%

72.7%
50.0%
17.2%
31% I
|

Traditional/ Weak Inadequate Poor Law Lack of
Religious Political Funding Enforcement Awareness Not su re/Dont Know 1.6%
Resistance will

- 87.5% of respondents believe Nasarawa State’s response to GBV has improved since adopting the VAPP Law, while 12.5% see no change.

« Access to justice has strengthened, with 52.3% reporting significant improvement and 43.0% noting moderate progress.

«  The most cited legal impacts include expanded definitions of GBV (68.8%), broader recognition of GBV forms (68.0%), improved survivor services (61.7%), increased
reporting (58.6%), stronger prosecution (57.8%), and coordinated institutional responses (51.6%).

- Key challenges include lack of awareness (92.2%) and weak law enforcement/judiciary knowledge of the VAPP Law (72.7%).
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Nasarawa State | Enforcement Systems

Sex Offenders’ Register

Partially
Operational

- Established and updated quarterly with names of
convicted offenders.

« Not linked to state/national GBV databases.

« Restricted to law enforcement and judicial officers only.

Protection Orders

« Courts authorized to issue orders under the VAPP Law. (SfE=EE ]

« 6-10 orders issued in the past 12 months.
- Consistently enforced by police and security agencies.

Mandatory Reporting
E « Health, education, and welfare professionals legally Operational
required to report GBV cases. but limited
é ; « No penalties for non-compliance.
' « Absence of standardized referral and reporting
protocols.

Legal Remedies
Fully

-
=~ « Legal aid providers and pro bono lawyers available. Operational
_5. « No survivor accessed compensation or restitution in the
past year.
« Only 6-10 GBV cases prosecuted under the VAPP Law.

RECOMMENDATIONS

- Link the Sex Offenders’ Register to state/national GBV tracking systems and
expand accessibility.

- Establish penalties for non-compliance with mandatory reporting and introduce
standardized referral protocols.

- Expand training for law enforcement, judiciary, and legal aid providers to improve
prosecution, compensation, and survivor support.
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Nasarawa State | Support Service

*'I Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),
.I.i shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

22.3%
No
: SARCs and Shelters
« One fully functional government-owned SARCs exist
@ « One state-run shelter exist, and is operational
« Services offered: medical, legal, and psychosocial.
77.7%
Yes Free Medical Assistance
[ c— )

Health facilities mandated under the VAPP Law to
provide free medical care.
I + No facility currently offers free medical services.

« Survivors rarely obtain medical reports or forensic
evidence, limiting prosecution.

*II How would you rate the availability
-I.i of survivor-centered services

ooo
oo

=L
10

Excellent I 2.8%

Victims Support Fund

Good [N 2+
voderate [N o s

Poor [ 4.9%

« Framework established with identified funding sources
(court fines and state budget allocations).

« Not yet operational; no funds disbursed for survivor
services.

« No coverage of medical, legal, psychosocial, or shelter
support in the past year.

AN

q

Very Poor 6.3%

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Establish and operationalize government-funded SARCs, shelters, and temporary homes to provide comprehensive survivor care.
. Equip health facilities to deliver free medical services, including routine medical reports and forensic evidence for prosecutions.
- Activate the Victims Support Fund to sustainably finance medical, psychosocial, legal aid, and shelter services.

Functional
but limited

Available

but limited

Established
but Not
Operational
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Nasarawa State | Coordination Mechanisms

Status

Regulatory Body

. Formally designated body: Ministry of Justice.
. No Coordinator appointed for domestic violence

E prevention. Partiall
_E_ . No annual report submitted to federal or state y
Operational
governments.

. Multi-sectoral coordination mechanism in place
(Women Affairs, Justice, Health, Information,
Education, Finance).

. Protection Officers appointed across all LGAs.

Service Provider Registration

. No system for registering or accrediting service

providers.
. No state-maintained register circulated to Not
institutions. Established
. No operational guidelines developed for accredited
providers.

RECOMMENDATIONS

«  Appoint a dedicated Coordinator and institute mandatory annual reporting to
strengthen oversight and accountability.

. Establish and maintain a register of accredited service providers with clear
operational guidelines.

. Expand and resource Protection Officers’ roles to enhance survivor protection
and effective legal enforcement.
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Niger State | Respondent Demographics (1 = 235)

Gender Age Educational Level

48.9% Postgraduate education - 10.6%

47.1%
52.9% Female 26.4% Technical / vocational education l 3.4%
Male
157% Secondary education - 16.2%
6.8% . .
. 21% Primary education l 3.4%
-
1824 25.35 36-45 46-55  56and | No formal education [JJll 85%
above
Occupation Location Disabilty Status

Self-employed [N 311%
Civil servant  [ININEGEGEGEGEEEE '6.2%
Unemployed [ 14.9%
Student [N 149%
Private sector employee [N 11.5%
NGO/CSO worker [ 7.7%
Religious/Traditional leader 3.4%

Professional Services 0.4%

I
1
I
349% ' Yes

I

Rural ,
I
I
I
I
! 88.1%
I No
1
I
I
I
I
I

The respondent profile shows a relatively balanced gender distribution (52.9% male, 47.1% female) and a youthful population, with 48.9% aged 25-35. Education levels are high,
with 57.9% having graduate education. Self-employed individuals dominate (31.1%), followed by civil servants, students, and the unemployed. The sample has a rural lean, with
65.1% residing in rural areas, and 11.9% of respondents identifying as persons with disabilities.
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Niger State | Public Awareness

#_:! Have you heard of the VAPP Law?

*:! Do you know if the VAPP Law has been Would you prefer to pursue cases under

L

31.5%
Yes

68.5%
No

passed in your state? the VAPP Law instead of other laws?

33.8%
Depends on
my case

55.4%
Yes, prefer
VAPP Law
41%
No, prefer
other laws
6.8%
Unfamiliar with
VAPP Law

11.9%
Seen multiple
campaigns

11.5%
Seen a few

28.5%
Not sure

1.4%
Not at all
25.7%
481% Very well 419%
Not so well
of any

31.1%
Somewhat well

I
1
I
I
I
I
I
Not aware !
I
I
I
I
1
I
I

RECOMMENDATION

. The state government has conducted extensive VAPP Law awareness . Scale up awareness campaigns using local radio, social media,
campaigns, engaging schools, religious institutions, traditional rulers, transport schools, and community town halls to broaden reach.
unions, health workers, law enforcement, artisans, farmers, and affinity groups. «  Simplify and translate VAPP Law information into local languages

. Despite these efforts, only 31.5% of respondents are aware of the VAPP Law,

while 68.5% remain unaware.

«  Just 23.4% recall encountering state-led campaigns, with 48.1% never seeing

any and 28.5% unsure.

with culturally resonant messaging.

. Empower women’s groups, disability organizations, and rural
networks to promote understanding and confidence in accessing
justice.

«  Among those aware, only 43.2% know the law has been passed in Niger State.

. Comprehension of the law’s provisions is weak,

“very well,” while 41.9% say “not so well.”

as only 25.7% understand it
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Niger State | Enforcement Systems

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state,

*.:I.i do you think the state's overall response to *.:I.i In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

1
I
: Broader definition [N 43.2%
1
471% ! Improved legal provision for GBV case prosecution [ N 392%
52.86% e ‘ A . A
Vo ' Wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms [N 32.4%
I
: Increased public awareness NN 311%
I
! More coordinated institutional response [N 25.7%
1
Greater access to survivor centered services [N 24.3%

*:i Which of the following do you think are the major

barriers to implementing the VAPP Law Increased accountability for perpetrators [ NN 23.0%
in your state?
Increased GBV focused policy I 14.9%
75.7%

|
0 No observed significant impact 14.9%
1
|

*.:I.i Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced

better access to justice?

9 40.5% 41.9%

26.5% 39.2% ‘
: Moderate improvement [INNIIIEGGNNNN 311%
I
: Significant improvement [N 28.4%
1
I
| Not sure/Dont Know I 27.0%
1
I

Inadequate Poor Law Weak Traditional/ Lack of 0 Unchanged 12.2%
Funding Enforcement Political Religious Awareness 1
Will Resistance \
‘ Worsened 1.4%
FINDINGS

« 52.9% of respondents believe Niger State’s response to GBV has improved since adopting the VAPP Law, while 47.1% see no change.
- The most cited legal impacts include higher penalties (43.2%), stronger legal defense provisions (39.2%), and broader recognition of GBV forms (32.4%).
« Key challenges include low public awareness (75.7%), traditional/religious resistance (41.9%), weak political will (40.5%), and poor law enforcement/corruption (39.2%).
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Niger State | Enforcement Systems

Sex Offenders’ Register

Not
Established

« No dedicated state register.
« Not linked to national GBV tracking systems.
« Currently inaccessible to the public.

Protection Orders

» Courts are authorized to issue orders under the VAPP
Act.

« Over 10 Protection Orders issued in the past 12 months.

- Consistently enforced by police and security agencies.

Fully
Operational

e

o Mandatory Reporting E

. Professionals in health, education, and welfare sectors Operational P

required to report GBV. E

— « No penalties for non-compliance. .

- Standardized referral and reporting protocols in place.

Legal Remedies

Full
(el « Pro bono lawyers and legal aid providers available. Ope}:'ational
= « Survivors have accessed compensation and restitution.
—5- « Over 20 GBV cases have been prosecuted using the
VAPP Law in the past year.

- Establish a state Sex Offenders’ Register aligned with NAPTIP for transparency and
community safety.

- Strengthen survivor-centered services and expand legal aid to improve access to
justice.

- Scale up culturally sensitive, community-driven sensitization campaigns to address
low awareness and resistance.
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Niger State | Support Service

*'I Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),
.I.i shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

SARCs and Shelters

Government-funded SARCs/shelters : 6.
Actively receiving survivors. Fully
Services offered: Temporary housing, feeding, medical Functional
services, skills acquisition/reintegration support, legal
aid, and psychosocial counselling.

58.7%

413% Ne

Yes

Free Medical Assistance

#I How would you rate the availability = ccl‘:l a . Government health facilities mandated to provide free Fully
B8l  of survivor-centered services =la care. Available
o m DI - Survivors face no cost-related barriers.

- Medical and forensic services actively delivered and
accessed for prosecution.

Excellent [l 62%

- Victims Support Fund
Good I 26.5% QY Not
V Z » No dedicated fund currently in place. Established
Moderate _ 41.2% \/ + No defined financing mechanisms or disbursements.
« Absence limits sustained rehabilitation and reintegration
Poor 17.5% support.
Very Poor 8.3%
RECOMMENDATIONS

. Establish a Victims Support Fund with sustainable financing for holistic survivor rehabilitation and reintegration.
. Expand awareness campaigns using local languages and multi-channel platforms (radio, social media, community outreach).
. Strengthen service quality and partnerships with NGOs and community leaders to build confidence and ensure consistent survivor-centered care.
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Niger State | Coordination Mechanisms

Status

Regulatory Body

. Formally designated body: Ministry of Women Affairs.
. Coordinator appointed for domestic violence
— prevention.
_E . Annual report: Submitted to state government but

not deposited with the National Bureau of Statistics.

. Multi-sectoral coordination mechanism in place
(Justice, Health, Information, Education, Finance,
Social sectors).

. Protection Officers appointed across all LGAs.

Established

Service Provider Registration

. State-maintained register is comprehensive and
regularly updated.

. Register circulated to police stations, Protection Established
Officers, and courts. and Functional

. Operational guidelines for accredited providers
developed and in use.

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Ensure annual implementation reports are legally submitted to the National
Bureau of Statistics for national-level accountability.

«  Strengthen the capacity of Protection Officers with standardized tools and
survivor-centered training.

. Expand the service provider register onto digital platforms for wider
accessibility and transparency.
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Ogun State | Respondent Demographics (n = 307)
Gender Age Educational Level

32.9%

21.4%
Male

Technical / vocational education ] 2.9%

i
I
I
l .

=g , Postgraduate education _ 221%
4%

I
I
I
I

9.4% ]
I

I ‘
I
I
I
I
I

12.7%
Secondary education - 15.6%
78.6%
Female Primary education | 1.0%
1824 2535 36-45 4655  56and No formal education | 0.3%
above
Occupation Location Disabilty Status

Self-employed GG 32.6% 42%

NGO/CSO worker NG 18.2%
Civil servant [N 15.6%
Private sector employee [N 13.7%

Student [N 72%

Unemployed [ 52%

Religious/Traditional leader [l 3.6%
Retired I 3.3%
Professional Services 0.7%

27.7%
Rural

72.3%

95.8%
Urban No

In Ogun State, the respondent profile reveals a well-educated sample, with 58% holding graduate education and 22.1% having postgraduate degrees. The majority (72.3%) reside
in urban areas, and the sample is predominantly female (78.6%). Young adults aged 25-35 dominate (32.9%), and the most represented occupations are self-employed (32.6%),
NGO/CSO workers, and religious/traditional leaders. Additionally, 4.2% of respondents identified as persons with disabilities.
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Ogun State | Public Awareness

f.l.rl Have you heard of the VAPP Law? F.I.rl Do you know if the VAPP Law has been F.l.rl Would you prefer to pursue cases under

passed in your state? the VAPP Law instead of other laws?

17.8%
Depends on

I I
1 1
I I
33.3%
433% : No : my case
56.7% No : ‘ 11%
Yes | | No, prefer o
| | 741% ther laws
‘ 66.7% ! Yes, prefer
: Yes : VAPP Law 6.9%
‘ ‘ Unfamiliar with
: : VAPP Law
I I

B  Have you seen any state-led awareness campaigns about the VAPP Law? 4 How well do you understand the provisions of the VAPP Law?

29%

I
‘ N I
251% : otata
Seen multiple 39.4% ‘
campaigns Nfot aware ‘ %
e ‘ 40.8% Not so well
! Very well
I
I
I
18.9% I
Seen a few 16.6% ,
Not sure ! 24.7%
I Somewhat
I well

. Ogun State has rolled out comprehensive VAPP Law awareness initiatives . Intensify localized and culturally sensitive awareness campaigns
targeting schools, worship centers, traditional leaders, markets, transport using traditional leaders, religious institutions, schools, and markets.
unions, medical professionals, and law enforcement. «  Provide regular training for law enforcement and healthcare workers

«  56.7% of respondents are aware of the VAPP Law, while 43.3% remain to deepen knowledge and strengthen early intervention.

completely unaware.

«  39.4% have never encountered state-led campaigns, 16.0% are uncertain,
18.9% recall a few, and only 25.1% recall multiple campaigns.

- Among those aware, 66.7% know the law has been enacted, but only 40.8%
understand it very well, while 31.6% report weak understanding.

«  741% prefer the VAPP Law for legal redress, though 17.8% remain undecided.
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Ogun State | Enforcement Systems

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state, .
do you think the state's overall response to h'.ﬁ
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?

271%

No Broader definition

Ry 4e.6%

72.9%

Yes Improved legal provision for GBV case prosecution

I ——— 42.5%

Which of the following do you think are the major

Increased public awareness

Greater access to survivor centered services

I 391%
—— 32.8%

1
I
1
1
: Wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms [N 46.0%
1
I
1
I
I
1

Increased accountability for perpetrators

More coordinated institutional response

—— 31.6%
I 22.4%

barriers to implementing the VAPP Law
in your state?

Increased GBV focused policy [N 17.2%

No observed significant impact 121%

70.7%

665 Jl Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced
6%

better access to justice?

39.7%

I

27.0% 27.0% w Significant improvement |GGG 40.2%
I
I
! Moderate improvement |GG 34.5%
I
I

Weak Traditional/ Inadequate Poor Law Lack of 1 _ 0,

Political Religious Funding Enforcement Awareness | Not Sure/Dont Know 17.2%

will Resistance .
: Unchanged [ 8.0%
1

FINDINGS

« 72.9% of respondents believe Ogun State’s response to GBV has improved since adopting the VAPP Law, while 271% perceive no significant change.

- The most cited impacts include increased confidence in GBV response systems (46.6%), broader recognition of diverse GBV forms (46.0%), and enhanced legal
protections for prosecution (42.5%).

» Key challenges remain low awareness (70.7%), weak law enforcement (46.6%), inadequate funding (39.7%), and cultural or religious resistance (27.0%).
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Ogun State | Enforcement Systems

Sex Offenders’ Register
« Exists under the VAPP Law but not linked to the national

GBV database. Established

« Not updated since creation. but

« Not publicly accessible, limiting accountability and Non-functional
prevention.

Protection Orders
« Courts authorized to issue orders under the VAPP Law.
« Enforcement by police and security agencies remains

g ; ; Partially
inconsistent. 5
. No publicly available data on orders issued in the past Operational
year.
== Mandatory Reporting
= « Professionals are legally required to report GBV cases.
Q - Standardized referral and reporting protocols exist. Operational

« No penalties for non-compliance, undermining
accountability.

Ll

Legal Remedies
« Survivors are legally entitled to compensation and

restitution. Operational
E « Supported by pro bono services (FIDA, Legal Aid but limited
Council).

« Few survivors secured compensation in the past year
despite 20+ GBV cases prosecuted and convicted
under the VAPP Law.

RECOMMENDATIONS

- Regularly update and integrate the Sex Offenders’ Register with the national GBV
database and make it publicly accessible.

« Introduce penalties for non-compliance with mandatory reporting to strengthen
accountability.

- Improve data transparency and enforcement by publishing regular reports on
protection orders and GBV prosecutions.

I\
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Ogun State | Support Service

FII Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),
.I.ﬁ shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

SARCs and Shelters

35.5% - Number of government-funded SARCs/Shelters: 4

No Actively receiving survivors and staffed with trained
professionals.

Services offered: Temporary housing, Feeding, Medical
services, Forensic exams, Skills reintegration, Legal aid,
and Psychosocial counselling.

®

64.5%
Yes

Free Medical Assistance

forensic services.
o ) ) )
UI « Survivors still face cost-related barriers.
« Medical reports and forensic services are not accessible
for prosecution.

Hd.l How would you rate the availability

ﬁ - State facilities mandated to provide free medical and
of survivor-centered services o

goo
— I1qp

Excellent N 22.7%
Good N 305%
Moderate I 25 5%

N Victims Support Fund

AN

« The Victims Support Fund is yet to be operational.
Designed to pool resources from state budgets, court

@

Poor B 56% fines, and donor contributions.
+ Intended to support: SARCs, Shelters, Reintegration,
Very Poor 121% Psychosocial services, Legal aid, and medical care.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Fully
Functional

Available

but limited

Not
Operational

. Activate the Victims Support Fund to secure sustainable financing for survivor services.
. Subsidize transportation and indirect medical costs to remove financial barriers to access.
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Ogun State | Coordination Mechanisms

Status

Regulatory Body

. Ministry of Women Affairs designated as
coordinating body.

—_— . State Coordinator for Domestic Viol inted .
~ . tic .IO ence appointe Established
_E. to oversee operations and reporting. and

. Protection Officers appointed across all LGAs.

. Multi-sectoral coordination mechanism in place
(Justice, Health, Information, Education, Finance).

. Annual reports submitted to state government but
not deposited with National Bureau of Statistics,
limiting national accountability.

Operational

Service Provider Registration

. System for registering and accrediting GBV service
providers exists. Established

. Register is not frequently updated or widely but Limited
circulated to courts, police, or Protection Officers.

. Operational guidelines for accredited providers are
still under development, causing inconsistencies in
service delivery.

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Finalize and enforce operational guidelines for accredited GBV service
providers.

+  Update and circulate the service provider registry regularly to all critical
institutions.

. Ensure systematic submission of annual reports to the National Bureau of
Statistics for transparency and accountability.
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Ondo State | Respondent Demographics (n = 324)

Gender Age Educational Level

352%

Postgraduate education _ 26.2%

29.9%

40.0%
Female

Technical / vocational education I 1.5%

1 I
1 1
1 I
1 I
I I
I I
I I
1 I
‘ 182% ‘
60.0% I i
Male I 9.0% !
7.7% 7
I ! Secondary education 7.1%
- 1 »
I I
I I
I I
| 1
| 1

i 0,
1824 25-35 36-45 46-55 56 and No'fermal education I 22%
above

Occupation Location Disabilty Status

Civil servant e 31.5%
Self-employed [INIIEIEGGNGNNN 25.3%
Student N 14.2%
Private sector employee [N 10.8%
NGO/CSO worker [N 8.3%
Unemployed I 6.2%
Religious/Traditional leader [l 2.2%

Retired 1.2%

41.7%
Rural

5'3\‘6.0%
58.3% o
Urban

Professional Services 0.3%

The respondent profile shows a population with 60% males and 40% females, and a moderately urbanized distribution (58.3% urban, 41.7% rural). The age range is varied, with
35.2% aged 36-45 and 29.9% aged 25-35. Education levels are high, with no reported lack of formal education. Occupationally, respondents are diverse, with civil servants
(31.5%), self-employed (25.3%), and students (14.2%) being prominent, and 4% identifying as persons with disabilities.
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Ondo State | Public Awareness

with VAPP Law

!, l4 Do you know if the VAPP Law has been W Would you prefer to pursue cases under
=
*'" Have you heard of the VAPP Law? #'" passed in your state? *"l the VAPP Law instead of other laws?
I I
i i 23.3%
! 35.2% w Depends on
f\ﬁo' 4% ‘ No ! 67.9% my case
S ‘ ‘ Yes, prefer 1
9 ‘ ‘ VAPP Law 170
S ! w No, prefer
N ‘ ‘ other laws
I I
64.8%
] e ] 5.7%
| | Unfamiliar
1 1
I I

*_:l How well do you understand the provisions of the VAPP Law?

3.6%
272% 35.8% Not at all
Seen multiple Not aware 34.2% 33.7%
campaigns of any Very well Not so well

< 2¥6% 15.4%
een atew Not sure

28.5%
Somewhat well

RECOMMENDATIONS

. The state government has implemented VAPP Law awareness initiatives, . Intensify community-based campaigns in local languages through

including Braille versions, e-learning for school counselors, and religious leaders, traditional rulers, and local radio.

grassroots multilingual campaigns across senatorial districts. . Expand integration of VAPP Law education into schools and youth
«  48.8% of respondents reported exposure to state-led awareness programs to build long-term legal literacy.

campaigns, while 35.8% had not seen any, and 15.4% were uncertain. «  Provide focused training for law enforcement, healthcare workers,
+  40.4% of respondents are unaware of the VAPP Law’s existence in the and judiciary, particularly in rural areas.

state.

«  67.9% prefer pursuing cases under the VAPP Law, though 23.3% say
preference depends on the case.
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Ondo State | Enforcement Systems

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state,

*.:I.i do you think the state's overall response to *.:I.i In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

Broader definition [ 450%
Wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms [ NI 365%
Increased public awareness [N 36.8%
Improved legal provision for GBV case prosecution [ 352%
Increased accountability for perpetrators [N 249%
More coordinated institutional response [N 187%

42.5%

1

|

1

1

|

575% No |
Yes 1
|

1

I

1

1

Which of the following do you think are the major

barriers to implementing the VAPP Law Greater access to survivor centered services [N 17.6%
in your state?
Increased GBV focused policy [ 161%

|

731% I No observed significant impact 15.0%
1
|

492% *'I Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced
44.6% -I-i better access to justice?
32.6% ] Not sure/Dont Know [N 36.3%
22.3% I

: Moderate improvement [N 34.2%
I
! Significant improvement N 20.7%
1
I

Traditional/ Weak Poor Law Inadequate Lack of 0

Religious Political Enforcement Funding Awareness : UnChanged 7.8%

Resistance Will
I
‘ Worsened 1.0%

FINDINGS

- 57.5% of respondents believe the state’s response to GBV has improved since adopting the VAPP Law.

- The most cited impacts include broader definition (45.1%), improved legal provisions for GBV prosecution (35.2%), and increased recognition of diverse GBV forms
and public awareness (36.8% each).

» Access to justice perceptions show 34.2% report moderate improvement, 20.7% report significant improvement, while 36.3% remain uncertain.

- Major challenges include inadequate knowledge and training on the VAPP Law (73.1%), insufficient funding (49.2%), poor law enforcement (44.6%), and low political
will/resistance (32.6%).
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Ondo State | Enforcement Systems

Sex Offenders’ Register

Not

« No state-specific register created. )
« Not linked to the national GBV database. Established
« No updates or public accessibility.

Protection Orders

» Courts are authorized to issue orders.
- No data available on orders issued in the past year. Operational

- Enforcement by police/security agencies inconsistent. but limited
Mandatory Reporting
« Health, education, and welfare professionals are
mandated to report. Fully
» Penalties exist for non-compliance. Operational

- Standardized referral and reporting protocols in place.

Legal Remedies

« Survivors accessed compensation and restitution in the
past year. X
« Over 20 GBV cases prosecuted under the VAPP Law. Operational
- Legal aid supported by FIDA, Legal Aid Council, and pro
bono lawyers.

Fully

RECOMMENDATIONS

- Establish a state Sex Offenders’ Register linked to the national GBV database with
regular updates.

- Strengthen enforcement of Protection Orders through training and resourcing of
courts, police, and prosecutors.

- Expand legal aid and survivor-centered services, including mobile legal clinics and
wider restitution mechanisms.
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Ondo State | Support Service

*'I Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),
.I.i shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

SARCs and Shelters

46.9%
No « Government-funded SARCs and Shelters : 2. .
- Actively receiving survivors. Established
« Services offered: Temporary housing, Feeding, Medical and .
53.1% services, Skills acquisition or reintegration support, Legal Functional
Yes aid, and Psychosocial counselling.
Free Medical Assistance
*II How would you rate the availability =) I{,‘J a + Government facilities are not mandated to provide free Not
B8l  of survivor-centered services =lo care. Available
(=] m :|| + Survivors continue to face cost-related barriers.
« Medical reports and forensic services are sometimes
Excellent - 8.7% accessed for prosecution.
Good [N s1.4% & Victims Support Fund
&5 2613
Moderate _ 29.1% V Z - No funding sources identified. Established
\/ « Inactive with no resources disbursed.
Poor 16.3% « No services supported in the past year.
Very Poor 14.5%
RECOMMENDATIONS

. Mandate free medical and forensic services for survivors in all state health facilities.
. Establish and operationalize a Victims Support Fund with government, donor, and private sector contributions.
. Expand outreach and awareness campaigns to improve survivor access and public confidence in services.
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Ondo State | Coordination Mechanisms

Status

Regulatory Body

. Formally designated body: Ondo State Agency
Against Gender-Based Violence (OSAA-GBV).

— . Coordinator appointed for domestic violence Established

revention.
_E. P and

Operational

. Annual report: Submitted to state government but
not deposited with NBS.

. There is a state coordination mechanism between
the relevant MDAs.

. Protection Officers are appointed across LGAs to
support courts.

Service Provider Registration

. State-maintained register regularly updated.

. Register partially circulated to police stations, Established
protection officers, and courts (dissemination
ongoing).

. Operational guidelines for accredited providers are
in place, ensuring compliance and survivor-centered
care.

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Ensure OSAA-GBV fully fulfills its mandate by strengthening inter-agency
collaboration and improving data-driven reporting, including submission to
the NBS.

. Fully appoint, train, and deploy Protection Officers across all LGAs, with a
clear framework linking judiciary, police, and service providers.

. Expand dissemination of the accredited service providers’ register to all
relevant institutions to strengthen referrals and survivor support.
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Osun State | Respondent Demographics (n = 365)
Gender Age Educational Level

47.7%
Postgraduate education - 13.7%

1 1
se e ] 25.8% ]
Male S . 19.7% ‘ A ’ A

Female i . Technical / vocational education l 4.1%

I ] (y I

: fﬁ ? 03% : Secondary education - 14.0%

| 18-24 25-35 36-45 46-55 56and Primary education I 1.6%

| above

I I

Occupation Location Disabilty Status

Civil servant I 27.7%
Self-employed NG 271%
Student NG 20.3%
Private sector employee G 12.°%

I
1
I
I
1 24.1%
I
I
I
I
NGO/CSO worker 8.2% |
I
I
1
I
I
I
I
I

Yes

49.6%
Rural

50.4%

Unemployed [l 2.2% Urban

Religious/Traditional leader W 11%

75.9%
Professional Services [| 0.5% No

In Osun State, the study demographics show a relatively balanced gender distribution with females slightly outnumbering males (54.5%). Most respondents are young to mid-career
adults, aged 25-35 (47.7%) and 36-45 (25.8%). Educational attainment is high, with 66.6% holding graduate qualifications. Civil servants (27.7%) and self-employed individuals (27.1%)
dominate occupational groups, with a near-equal split between urban (50.4%) and rural (49.6%) residents. Notably, 24.1% of respondents identify as persons with disabilities.
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Osun State | Public Awareness

*:! Have you heard of the VAPP Law? *:! Do you know if the VAPP Law has been

*.:l Would you prefer to pursue cases under

passed in your state?

45.5%

54.5% No

Yes

73.4%
Yes

the VAPP Law instead of other laws?

22.6%
Depends

63.8% on my case

I
1
I
I
I
I Yes, prefer

! VAPP Law 6.5%

! No, prefer

! other laws

I

i 7.0%

I Unfamiliar with
I VAPP Law

I

How well do you understand the provisions of the VAPP Law?

I

1

I

23.8% I

22.5% Not aware I

Seen mul*gple of any ,
campaigns I
I

I

1

I

20.8% I

32.9% Not sure '

Seen a few i

I

. The state government has implemented VAPP Law awareness initiatives
targeting diverse groups including schools, religious institutions, and the
general public.

. 54.5% of respondents in Osun State have heard of the VAPP Law, while
45.5% remain unaware.

«  Among those aware, 73.4% know it has been passed, and 63.8% prefer
seeking justice under its provisions, but only 12.6% report strong
knowledge, while 42.2% admit they do not understand it well.

. Nearly a quarter (23.8%) of respondents report seeing no awareness
campaigns at all.

12.6% 45%
Very well Not at all
42.2%
Not so well
40.7%

Somewhat well

RECOMMENDATION

Expand community-based and school-based awareness campaigns
to increase overall reach and coverage.

Deepen awareness initiatives to improve comprehension of the law’s
provisions beyond basic exposure.

Sustain education by integrating VAPP content into schools, training
programs, and stakeholder platforms.
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Osun State | Enforcement Systems

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state,

do you think the state's overall response to In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

1

I

! Improved legal provision for GBV case prosecution [N 48.2%
1

| Broader definition G 7%

1
! Wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms [N 39.2%
I
1
I
1
1

31.4%
No

68.6%
Yes

Increased public awareness S 382%

Greater access to survivor centered services NG 16.1%

i i A A Increased accountability for perpetrators [ 15.1%
Which of the following do you think are the major V! PR °

Parrlers to implementing the VAPP Law More coordinated institutional response [N 12.6%
in your state?

Increased GBV focused policy I 10.6%

63.8%

I
: No observed significant impact 8.5%
I

*.:I.i Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced
422%

29.6%
14.6%
1% I

better access to justice?

Moderate improvement NN 43.7%
Significant improvement NN 28.1%

Not sure/Dont Know I 17.1%

Unchanged 10.1%
Weak Traditional/ Poor Law Inadequate Lack of
Political Religious Enforcement Funding Awareness o,
will Resistance Worsened 1.0%
FINDINGS

+ 68.6% believe the state’s GBV response has improved since the domestication of the VAPP Law.

« Perceptions of access to justice: 43.7% report moderate progress, 28.1% significant improvement, while 11.1% cite no change or deterioration.

« Key impacts include stronger legal frameworks (48.2%), wider recognition of diverse GBV forms (44.7%), and greater legal visibility (39.2%).

- Persistent challenges include low awareness (63.8%), inadequate funding (42.2%), weak law enforcement (29.6%), cultural/religious resistance (14.6%), and low political
will (111%).
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Osun State | Enforcement Systems

Sex Offenders’ Register

Operational

» Register established under VAPP Law.

- Updated quarterly.

« Access restricted to law enforcement only.
» Not linked to national GBV databases.

Protection Orders

« Courts authorized to issue orders. Operational
« Only 1-5 orders issued in past year.
« Police Enforcement is consistent.

Mandatory Reporting

« Professionals mandated to report GBV. Fully

+ Penalties exist for non-compliance. Operational
- Standardized reporting and referral protocols enforced.

Legal Remedies

« Legal aid and pro bono services available.
« 11-20 GBV cases prosecuted in the past year.
« Limited survivor compensation secured.

RECOMMENDATIONS

- Expand access to the Sex Offenders’ Register and link it with national databases to
strengthen monitoring.

. Scale up awareness and legal aid for survivors to improve uptake of Protection
Orders and compensation remedies.

- Increase funding and capacity building for justice, health, and welfare institutions,
while engaging traditional/religious leaders to reduce resistance.

Fully
Operational

i |
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Osun State | Support Service

*'I Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),
.I.i shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

SARCs and Shelters

Functional
but limited

No
39.5% Only one fully fuctional government-run SARC exist
Actively receiving survivors and facilitating reporting
No state-run shelter exist

Yes Services offered: Temporary accommodation,

60.5% Psychosocial counselling, Legal aid, medical care (injury

treatment, forensic examinations).

Not
Free Medical Assistance Available

*.:I,i How would you rate the availability

of survivor-centered services « Public facilities are not mandated to provide free care.

o
:'I « Survivors face financial barriers to emergency treatment,
PEP, psychological assessments, and forensic exams.

Excellent || 127% Not
Victims Support Fund Established
Good | o5 >
Moderate [N 57.6%

Poor M 36%

goo
— I1gp

« The Victims Support Fund is not available.
+ Not yet receiving or disbursing resources.

AN

@

Very Poor 6.3%

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Fully operationalize and fund the Victims Support Fund to guarantee free medical and forensic services.
. Mandate cost-free treatment and forensic exams in public health facilities to eliminate access barriers.
. Strengthen coordination between SARCs, shelters, and legal aid providers, supported by survivor-centered awareness campaigns.
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Osun State | Coordination Mechanisms

Status

Regulatory Body

. Formally designated body: Ministry of Justice.
. Coordinator for Domestic Violence Prevention
— appointed.
_B. . Annual implementation reports submitted to state

government (not yet to NBS).

. Multi-sectoral platform in place for coordination
among MDAs and social sector actors.

. Monitoring and evaluation primarily carried out by
CSOs/CBOS.

Established
and
Operational

Service Provider Registration

. Centralized register of accredited service providers
(medical, psychosocial, shelter, legal).

. Register periodically updated and partially circulated Established
to justice and protection institutions.

. Operational guidelines developed to standardize
roles and ensure quality service delivery.

RECOMMENDATIONS

«  Submit annual implementation reports to NBS to strengthen national data
integration.

. Fully operationalize and widely disseminate the service provider register to all
key institutions.

. Equip the Coordinator’s office and provide ongoing training to improve
oversight, monitoring, and survivor-centered service delivery.
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Oyo State | Respondent Demographics (n = 423)

Gender Age Educational Level

46.6%

Postgraduate education [N 215%

I I

1 1

I I

I I

I I

I I
_ . 30s% ‘ Graduate education NN 50.%
Male 9 0 0

EL;%MQ | | Technical/vocational education || 12%

1 15.6% I

| | Secondary education [ 203%

' 59% ' i )

| 1.4% | Primary education [l 61%

I . —_— I

| 18-24 25-35 36-45 46-55 56 and | No formal education 0.7%

I above I

I I

I I

Occupation Location Disabilty Status

Student NN 34.5% 4.7%

I I

| 1

I I

I I

Self-employed I 30.5% : 352% : vee

Private sector employee [N 15.4% I RL’JI’aO| |

Civil servant I °©.0% ‘ ‘

I I

NGO/CSO worker 6.4% | I

Unemployed Il 33% ! ‘

I 0 I

Professional Services | 0.5% | ngﬁ(f i
Retired | 0.2% | : 95.3%

I I

I I

I I

Religious/Traditional leader | 0.2% No

Demographic breakdown shows a predominantly educated, urban sample, with most having attained higher education (71.6%). About two-thirds (64.8%) live in urban areas. The
sample is mostly female (61.9%), with young adults aged 25-35 years (46.6%) forming the largest age group, followed by those aged 18-24 years (30.5%). Students make up the
largest occupational group (34.5%), followed closely by self-employed individuals (30.5%), private sector employees (15.4%), and civil servants (9.0%). Persons with disabilities
account for 4.7% of respondents.
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Oyo State | Public Awareness

#_:! Have you heard of the VAPP Law?

*:! Do you know if the VAPP Law has been *.:l Would you prefer to pursue cases under
passed in your state? the VAPP Law instead of other laws?

41.1%
Yes
58.9%
No

I

‘ 282%

‘ Depends on

: 621% my case

! Yes, prefer

I VAPP Law 7.5%

' No, prefer other
65.5% [ laws
I
I
I
1
I

Yes 23%

Unfamiliar with
VAPP Law

|
*_.l How well do you understand the provisions of the VAPP Law?

} 57%
15.4% i Not at all
Seen multiple : 21.8%
campaigns 43.5% ‘ Very well
Not aoware of any I Y 32.8%
‘ Not so well
20.1% |
Seen a few |
21.0% 0 39.7%
Not sure : Somewhat well

RECOMMENDATIONS

. The Oyo State government has implemented awareness and
sensitization campaigns on the VAPP Law, targeting religious institutions,
market associations, and the general public.

«  411% of respondents have heard of the VAPP Law, leaving 58.9%
unaware.

«  Among those aware, 65.5% know it has been passed, and 62.1% prefer it
for legal redress.

« Understanding of provisions is mixed: 21.8% understand it “very well,”
39.7% “somewhat well,” while 32.8% “not so well,” and 5.7% “not at all.”

Boost awareness through low-cost, grassroots campaigns using
short videos, radio jingles, market loudspeakers, and WhatsApp
sharing.

Combine awareness efforts with practical community events, such as
health checks, legal aid, and vocational training, to increase
engagement.

Create simple, accessible messages to clearly communicate key
protections under the VAPP Law.
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Oyo State | Enforcement Systems

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state,

*.:I.i do you think the state's overall response to *.:I.i In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

312%
No

1

|

‘ Broader definition [N 47.7%
1

: Wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms [N 26.4%

1
‘ Improved legal provision for GBV case prosecution [N 195%
|
1
I
1
1

68.8%
Yes

Increased accountability for perpetrators [ NRNRERNE 15.5%

Increased public awareness [N 14.9%

More coordinated institutional response [N 13.8%

Which of the following do you think are the major . X
barriers to implementing the VAPP Law Greater access to survivor centered services  [INNEENEGE 12.6%

in your state?

No observed significant impact 11.5%

64.4% Increased GBV focused policy [ 8.0%

*.:I.i Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced

better access to justice?

I
26.4% 26.4% : Moderate improvement NG 443%
|
13.2% Vaeis : Significant improvement [N 22.4%
I
I I 0 Not sure/Dont Know I 18.4%
I
I
Traditional/ Weak Inadequate Poor Law Lack of ' Unchanged 12.1%
Religious Political Funding Enforcement Awareness .
Resistance Wwill
I
‘ Worsened 2.9%
FINDINGS

+ 68.8% of respondents think the state’s response to GBV has improved since adopting the VAPP Law, while 31.2% see no meaningful change.

«  The most cited impacts include broader definition of GBV (47.7%), wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms (26.4%), and improved legal provisions for prosecution
(19.5%).

« Access to justice perceptions show 44.3% report moderate improvement, 22.4% significant improvement, while 12.1% see no change.

« Major challenges include lack of awareness (64.4%), poor law enforcement (26.4%), inadequate funding (26.4%), and weak political will (14.9%).
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Oyo State | Enforcement Systems

—c Sex Offenders’ Register

/ . Register established and linked to national GBV Operational
| database.

« Names of convicted offenders occasionally added.

« Accessible only to judicial officers.

@ Protection Orders Operational
A
g « Courts legally authorized to issue Protection Orders.

- Six to ten orders have been issued in the past year.

. Enforcement by law enforcement is inconsistent.

.—
\¢

Mandatory Reporting gpelfatfondal
ut limite

—\
[[ITE

Mandatory reporting required for health, education, and
social welfare professionals.

« No penalties for non-compliance.

- No standardized protocols for reporting and referrals.

Not
Legal Remedies Operational

« No active legal aid agencies or pro-bono lawyers for
VAPP-related cases.

« No records of cases prosecuted under the VAPP Law in
the past year.

RECOMMENDATIONS

- Make the Sex Offenders’ Register publicly accessible in a regulated format to
enhance accountability and deterrence.

. Strengthen mandatory reporting systems with penalties and standardized digital
protocols for case reporting across institutions.

- Fully operationalize VAPP Law legal aid provisions, ensuring survivors’ access to
free representation and increasing prosecution rates.

Y
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Oyo State | Support Service

*'I Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),
.I.i shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

SARCs and Shelters

o ]ﬁ ) . Functional
49.9% « Only one fully fuctional government-run SARC exist but limi
No ) . ut limited
@ « Services are limited and largely urban-centered
501% » No state-run shelter exist
yéso « Services offered: Psychosocial counselling, Legal aid

and medical care .

Free Medical Assistance Not
Available

*.:I,i How would you rate the availability

o - No legal requirement for free medical treatment in
of survivor-centered services o

state-owned facilities.

goo
=g

o « Survivors sometimes access medical reports and
forensic services for prosecution, but inconsistently.
Excellent [ 81% Established
Victims Support Fund and

Good _ 18.9% = Operational

Q, 2 « Actively funded}t}hrc?ugh the sFate govgrnment b.udget..
Moderate 42.9% V « Supports rehabilitation and reintegration, including skills
V acquisition and education.
Poor 16.5%
Very Poor 13.6%
RECOMMENDATIONS

. Mandate free, comprehensive medical and forensic services in all state-owned facilities.
. Broaden awareness of shelters, SARCs, and protective services through targeted community campaigns.
. Strengthen the Victims Support Fund by expanding outreach, conducting regular evaluations, and leveraging private sector partnerships.
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Oyo State | Coordination Mechanisms

Status

Regulatory Body

. No legally designated agency exists to oversee
= VAPP Law implementation. Established

_B_ . No Coordinator appointed to prepare annual and
implementation reports. Operational

. No Protection Officers assigned to support courts.

. A basic coordination mechanism exists between
MDAs and social sector actors, but with limited
scope.

Service Provider Registration

. No legally designated agency exists to oversee
VAPP Law implementation.

. No Coordinator appointed to prepare annual
implementation reports.

. No Protection Officers assigned to support courts.

. A basic coordination mechanism exists between
MDAs and social sector actors, but with limited
scope.

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Establish a legally recognized agency with a Coordinator to oversee VAPP
Law implementation and ensure annual reporting to NBS.

«  Appoint trained Protection Officers across LGAs to support courts and
survivors.

. Introduce an accreditation and audit system for GBV service providers to
standardize quality and enforce survivor-centered standards.

Established
but limited
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Plateau State | Respondent Demographics (n = 367)

Gender Age Educational Level

Postgraduate education [ 11.7%
Graduate education [N < 5.5%

I I
1 1
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
| 21.8% ‘
I I
I I
1 1
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I

50.2% 49.8% Technical/vocational education | 1.1%
Male Female
Secondary education [N 39.8%
13.9%
63% Primary education | 0.3%
0

. EA No formal education 1.6%

18-24 25-35 36-45 46-55 56 and

above

Occupation Location Disabilty Status

7.6%
Student I 53.7% Yes

I I
1 1
I I
I I
I I
Self-employed N 18.0% | |
Civil servant [ 13.4% ‘ :;5'5‘? ‘
' ura '
Private sector employee [l 6.0% I I
o 1 1 92.4%
Unemployed [l 3.8% ‘ 54.5% ‘ No
NGO/CSO worker 3.8% ‘ Urban :
1 1
Religious/Traditional leader ]| 0.8% | I
I I
I I
I I
I I

Professional Services | 0.5%

The Plateau State respondent profile is youthful and educated, with most aged 18-24 (56.1%) and a large share holding graduate (45.5%) or secondary (39.8%) education. Over
half are students (53.7%), and the sample is almost evenly split by gender (50.2% male, 49.8% female). Slightly more respondents live in urban areas (54.5%) than rural (45.5%),
and 7.6% report having a disability.
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Plateau State | Public Awareness

#_:! Have you heard of the VAPP Law?

*:! Do you know if the VAPP Law has been

*.:l Would you prefer to pursue cases under
the VAPP Law instead of other laws?

51.8% 48.2%
Yes No

82.1%
Yes

passed in your state?

16.8%
No, prefer
other laws

1.6%
Unfamiliar
with VAPP Law
74.2%
7.4% Depends on
Yes, prefer my case
VAPP Law

How well do you understand the provisions of the VAPP Law?

9.8% 22.3%
Seen multiple Not aware of any
campaigns
36.0%
Seen a few
31.9%
Not sure

- VAPP Law awareness initiatives targeting schools, religious institutions,
traditional rulers, health workers, law enforcement agencies, and the
public have been carried out in the state.

. 51.8% of respondents have heard of the VAPP Law.

«  Among those aware of the law, only 11.6% of respondents claim they
understand the law very well.

.« 9.8% of respondents have seen multiple state-led awareness campaigns.

1.6%
1.6% Not at all
Very well
20.5%
Not so well
66.3%

Somewhat well

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Use community platforms and media to expand outreach and sustain
sensitization on the VAPP Law.

. Enhance awareness initiatives to provide more in-depth information
about the VAPP Law's provisions, beyond just raising awareness.

- Identify and target specific groups or areas that have been missed
by current awareness efforts to increase overall awareness and
understanding of the VAPP Law.
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Plateau State | Enforcement Systems

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state,

*.:I.i do you think the state's overall response to *.:I.i In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

20.5%
No

Broader definition [N 68.4%
Improved legal provision for GBV case prosecution [N 22.6%

Increased public awareness [N 17.9%

Increased accountability for perpetrators [l 7.4%

79.5%
Yes

1
|
1
1
|
1
: Wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms [ 17.9%
|
1
I
1
1

No observed significant impact 5.8%

*:i Which of the following do you think are the major

barriers to implementing the VAPP Law More coordinated institutional response [l 4.7%
in your state?

Greater access to survivor centered services [l 4.7%

: Increased GBV focused policy [l 4.7%
82.1%

1

I

*.:I.i Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced

better access to justice?

Significant improvement [N 47.4%
Moderate improvement [N 227%

I
1
|
I
1
B 10.5% 121% 121% :
. . . Not sure/Dont Know N 14.2%
I
i ‘
Traditional/ Weak Inadequate Poor Law Lack of ! UnChanged 5.8%
Religious Political Funding Enforcement  Awareness !
Resistance will 1 Worsened 05%
1
FINDINGS

«  79.5% of respondents think the state's response to GBV has improved since adopting the VAPP Law.

« The most cited impacts include a broader definition of GBV (68.4%), improved provision (22.6%), and wider legal recognition alongside increased public awareness
(17.9%).

» Access to justice perceptions shows 47.4% report significant improvement while 32.1% report moderate improvement.

- Despite these, lack of awareness (82.1%) was mentioned as the major barrier to VAPP law implementation in Plateau state.
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Plateau State | Enforcement Systems

Sex Offenders’ Register
« Register established and functional

. Linked to national GBV database Fully :
Operational

. Updated regularly.
« Accessible to Law enforcement only.

Protection Orders
« Courts are authorized to issue orders Operational
« Number of orders issued in the past year is unavailable but limited

« Police Enforcement is inconsistent.

Mandatory Reporting

- VAPP Law mandates reporting.

« Penalties exist for non-compliance. Fully

. Standardized protocols in place. Operational

Legal Remedies

« Survivors have successfully obtained compensation or
restitution through the provisions of the VAPP Law. Fully

« Number of cases prosecuted under VAPP Act in the past JeJIIEILE]
12 months: more than 20 cases.

RECOMMENDATIONS

- Strengthen enforcement of Protection Orders by ensuring consistent police
compliance and tracking issued orders.

- Improve transparency of the Sex Offenders’ Register by expanding controlled
access beyond law enforcement to relevant justice and protection actors.
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Plateau State | Support Service

*'I Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),
.I.i shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

47.1%
No

52.9%
Yes

SARCs and Shelters

+ Only one fully fuctional government-run SARC exist

« One state-run shelter exist

+ Actively receiving survivors

« Services offered: Temporary housing, Feeding, Medical
services, and Psycho-social counselling.

|

O
I+
10|

*II How would you rate the availability
-I.i of survivor-centered services

oo

=|
0o

Excellent I 31%

Free Medical Assistance

« Government facilities are mandated to provide free care.

- However, there are no facilities offering these services
for free.

« Survivors face any cost-related barriers.

« Medical reports and forensic services are sometimes
accessed for prosecution.

Good NN 61.9%

Moderate [ 19 6%

Victims Support Fund

% 2 « Funding sources: State budget.
Poor 6.7% « Services supported: Medical Services.
Very Poor 8.7%
RECOMMENDATIONS

Functional
but limited

Available
but not
Operational

Established
and
Operational

- Operationalize free medical care in government facilities to remove financial barriers for GBV survivors.
. Expand SARC and shelter services to include skills acquisition and legal aid for holistic survivor recovery.
. Diversify and strengthen funding for the Victims Support Fund to ensure sustainability and broader service coverage.
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Plateau State | Coordination Mechanisms

Status

Regulatory Body

L . Formally designated body: Ministry of Women Affairs.
ey . Coordinator appointed for domestic violence Established
_E_ prevention. and
. Annual report: Submitted to government and Operational
National Bureau of Statistics
. There is a state coordination mechanism between
the relevant MDAs.
. Protection Officers are appointed across LGAs.

Service Provider Registration

. State-maintained register regularly updated

. Register NOT circulated to all relevant institutions
(e.g., police stations, protection officers, and courts)

. Operational guidelines for accredited providers are
in progress.

Established
but limited

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Ensure wider dissemination of the service provider register to police stations,
courts, and protection officers to strengthen referrals and collaboration.

. Finalize and enforce operational guidelines for accredited providers to
standardize service delivery and improve accountability.

. Strengthen monitoring and reporting systems within the Ministry of Women
Affairs to track the effectiveness of coordination mechanisms across LGAs.
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Rivers State | Respondent Demographics (1 = 340)

Gender Age Educational Level

47.6%
Postgraduate education [l 7.9%

I I

1 1

I I

I I

I I

I I
. e e ‘ Graduate education N 5<%
Male Female ‘ 221% ‘

! [ Technical/vocational education - 8.8%

I I

‘ ‘ Secondary education | < 5%

' ﬁ”’ 09% Y ’

U —_— ! Primary education - 7.9%

! 18-24 25-35 36-45 46-55 56 and ! ’

I above I

I I

I I

I I

Occupation Location Disabilty Status

0.6%

Self-employed [ 39.4% ves

I I

1 1

I I

I I

Private sector employee [NINENEGGEEEEEEEN 221% ‘ :
|

Student [N 153% w 52.4% |

! Rural !

Unemployed NN 10.3% | ‘

ivil servant 19 ‘ ‘

C I ©1% ‘ szgﬁ | 99.4%
NGO/CSO worker 32% ! ‘ No

1 1

Religious/Traditional leader | 0.3% | |

I I

I I

I I

1 1

Professional Services | 0.3%

The respondent profile from Rivers state shows a diverse group with 60% females and 40% males, predominantly aged 25-35 (47.6%). Educational backgrounds vary, with 41.5%
having secondary education and 33.8% holding graduate degrees. Occupations are diverse, including self-employed, private sector workers, students, and civil servants. Slightly
over half (52.4%) reside in rural areas, while 47.6% live in urban areas, with a small percentage (0.6%) reporting disability.
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Rivers State | Public Awareness

#_:! Have you heard of the VAPP Law?

*:! Do you know if the VAPP Law has been *.:l Would you prefer to pursue cases under

14.1%
Yes

1
1

1

1

1

1

' 43.8%
. Yes
1

1

1

1

1

1

85.9%
No

passed in your state?

56.3%

the VAPP Law instead of other laws?

25.0%
Depends on
58.3% my case
Yes, prefer
other laws

21%
Unfamiliar with

I
1
I
I
I
I
I
! No, prefer
I
I
I
I
: VAPP Law

o 0.6%
S 1];2”’ Seen multiple
eenatew campaigns
432%

Not aware of any

55.0%
Not sure

. The state government has rolled out campaigns targeting schools,
religious institutions, traditional leaders, market associations, transport
unions, health workers, law enforcement agencies, and the general
public.

«  However, 85.9% of respondents have never heard of the VAPP Law.

- Among those aware, 56.3% are unsure if it has been passed in the state.

- Understanding of the law is poor, with only 14.6% understanding it very
well.

14.6% 6.3%
Very well Not at all
43.8%
Not so well
35.4%
Somewhat
well

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Launch culturally sensitive, community-driven awareness campaigns
using trusted local channels and influencers.

. Disseminate clear, accessible information on available legal, health,
and social services under the VAPP Law.

+ Intensify targeted outreach to bridge critical awareness and
knowledge gaps, especially in underserved communities.
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Rivers State | Enforcement Systems

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state,
do you think the state's overall response to
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

*.:I.i In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?

29.8%
yes 70.2%
No

Which of the following do you think are the major

barriers to implementing the VAPP Law
in your state?

87.5%
54.2%
43.8%
39.6%
333% I I
Traditional/ Weak Inadequate Poor Law Lack of
Religious Political Funding Enforcement Awareness
Resistance Will
FINDINGS

Broader definition

No observed significant impact

Wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms
Improved legal provision for GBV case prosecution
Greater access to survivor centered services
Increased public awareness

Increased accountability for perpetrators

More coordinated institutional response

Increased GBV focused policy

I 39.6%
37.5%

I 29.2%

I 27.1%

I 20.8%

I 18.8%

I 18.8%

I 16.7%

I 12.5%

*.:I.i Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced

better access to justice?

Unchanged

Moderate improvement
Not sure/Dont Know
Significant improvement

Worsened

«  Only 29.8% of respondents think the state’s response to GBV has improved.
- Specific impacts cited include stronger legal protections (27.1%) and better access to survivor-centered services (271%).
« Access to justice shows mixed perceptions: 271% report moderate progress, 25% are uncertain, and 7.5% say there has been no improvement.

» Major obstacles include weak enforcement capacity (87.5%), poor law enforcement practices, limited funding (43.8%), and lack of political will (39.6%).

I —— 37.5%
— 271%
— 25.0%

6.3%

4.2%

BEYOND ENACTMENT | 259



Rivers State | Enforcement Systems

Sex Offenders’ Register
- Register established. Partially

« Not linked to national GBV database. Operational
« Not updated since creation.

» Access limited to select authorities

Protection Orders

« Courts authorized to issue orders.

« No data on the number of orders issued in the past 12 Operational
months. but limited

« Enforcement by police is inconsistent.

Mandatory Reporting
« Mandatory reporting provisions exist. Operational
« No penalties for non-compliance. but limited

« No standardized referral protocols.

Legal Remedies

« Legal aid and pro bono services available.

== « Survivors successfully obtained compensation/restitution. Y%
E\ « Over 20 GBV cases prosecuted in past 12 months under Operational
VAPP.

RECOMMENDATIONS

- Link and regularly update the Sex Offenders’ Register within state and national
GBV databases.

- Strengthen mandatory reporting with penalties for non-compliance and introduce
standardized referral protocols.

- Improve enforcement capacity by equipping courts and training police/security
agencies to track and enforce Protection Orders consistently.
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Rivers State | Support Service

*'I Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),
.I.i shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

s SARCs and Shelters
@ « One operational government-owned SARC exist .
. . . Functional
90.9% «+ Actively receiving survivors. but limited
No @ « Services offered: Temporary housing, feeding, ut fimite

psychosocial counselling, legal aid, medical care, skills
acquisition/reintegration.

Free Medical Assistance

« Government facilities are NOT mandated to provide free

*.:I,i How would you rate the availability {::'
of survivor-centered services care.
= = = « Only a few facilities currently offer free or partial .
o o : Not Available
o m o services.

« Survivors face financial barriers for medical and forensic

Good | +2 5

« Access to medical reports and forensic evidence is

Moderate [N 22.6% inconsistent.

Poor 16.1% Victims Support Fund
= Not
Q % - No dedicated state fund in place Established
Very Poor 29.0% \/ Z - Survivors lack structured financial safety nets
+ Absence limits long-term rehabilitation and recovery
options
RECOMMENDATIONS

- Legally mandate free medical and forensic services in all public health facilities.
. Formally establish a Victims Support Fund to sustain rehabilitation and reintegration support.
. Expand and strengthen SARCs, coupled with community-based awareness campaigns to increase survivor access and service utilization.
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Rivers State | Coordination Mechanisms

Status

Regulatory Body

o . Formally designated body: Criminal Justice
ey Monitoring Committee. Established
_E_ . State-level Coordinator for domestic violence
prevention appointed.
. Annual reports not submitted to state/federal
government or NBS.
. Protection Officers are not appointed across LGAs.

Service Provider Registration

. State-maintained register in place and regularly
updated. .

. Circulated to relevant actors (police stations, Established
protection officers, courts).

. Operational guidelines developed to standardize
provider practices.

RECOMMENDATIONS

«  Appoint and train Protection Officers across all LGAs to strengthen survivor
protection and court processes.

. Mandate annual VAPP implementation reports by the Criminal Justice
Monitoring Committee to improve accountability.

. Enhance inter-agency coordination and awareness campaigns to close gaps
in service delivery and public trust.
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Sokoto State | Respondent Demographics (n = 201)

Gender Age Educational Level

12.5% 53.2%

Female Postgraduate education [ 15.3%

Graduate education [IIIINIGN 51.5%

I
1
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
! Secondary education [N 23.9%
I
I
1
I
I
I
I
I

24.9% Technical/vocational education [l 2.0%
87.5% 12.6%
Male 81% Primary education [l 3.0%
0,
I . E/o No formal education 4.4%
18-24 25-35 36-45 46-55 56.and
above
Occupation Location Disabilty Status
Student N 28.8%
Civil servant I 20.2% e
Yes
Self-employed  EEG— 17.2% 40.4%
Rural

I
1
I
I
I
I
I
NGO/CSO worker 11.8% ‘

I

Unemployed [N 8.9% |

Private sector employee [ 8.4% .
Religious/Traditional leader [ 4.4% :
I

I

I

I

I

Professional Services | 0.2%

59.6%
Urban

76.8%
No

In Sokoto State, the respondent demographics show a predominantly male population (87.5%), with a youthful skew: 53.2% aged 25-35 and 24.9% aged 36-45. Educational
levels are high, with 51.5% holding graduate degrees and 15.3% having postgraduate qualifications. Students (28.8%) and civil servants (20.2%) dominate occupational groups,
while 59.6% reside in urban areas and 40.4% in rural areas. Notably, 23.2% of respondents report living with a disability.
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Sokoto State | Public Awareness

. | |
*:! Have you heard of the VAPP Law? *:! Do you know if the VAPP Law has been *_ﬂ Would you prefer to pursue cases under

passed in your state? the VAPP Law instead of other laws?

I I
1 1
! 16.9% ! 18.8%

35.7% U No U Depends on my case

No I I
‘ ‘ 65.5% 13.0%

64.3% ! : Yes, prefer No, prefer other laws
Yes ‘ VAP Law

: . ‘ 27%
| 8\3('1/" I Unfamiliar with VAPP
‘ es , Law
I I

How well do you understand the provisions of the VAPP Law?

|
1
22.7% : 3.4%
7 Not at all
Not aware of any I otata 12.3%
44.6% ! Not so well
Seen multiple l
campaigns 1
Pes ! 54.4%
12.1% ! Very well
Not sure ! 29.9%
|
20.7% ‘ Somewhat well
Seen a few I
|

RECOMMENDATION
. The state government has implemented VAPP Law awareness initiatives, . Expand awareness campaigns to cover more groups, including
reaching traditional rulers and the public. religious institutions, market associations, and law enforcement.
«  64.3% of respondents have heard of the VAPP Law, while 35.7% remain « Intensify targeted education in rural areas.
unaware. . Use multiple communication channels (community meetings, local
«  Only 44.6% have seen multiple campaigns, and 22.7% have seen none. media, and social platforms) to reinforce public trust and the
«  Among those aware, 83.1% know the law has been passed in the state. preference for the VAPP Law.

.« 65.5% prefer to seek legal redress under the VAPP Law.
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Sokoto State | Enforcement Systems

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state,

*.:I.i do you think the state's overall response to *.:I.i In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

13.3%
No

i
l
| Broader definition [N 44.4%

86.7% : Wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms [ 37.9%

Yes ! Improved legal provision for GBV case prosecution [N 322%

: Increased public awareness [N 24.9%

: Greater access to survivor centered services NG 20.7%

! More coordinated institutional response [N 17.2%

Which of the following do you think are the major Increased accountability for perpetrators [ N 16.5%
barriers to implementing the VAPP Law .
) AT ST Increased GBV focused policy [N 111%

No observed significant impact 4.2%

|
52.1% !
1
|

34.9% *'I Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced
-I-i better access to justice?
26.8% 27.6%

I

203% : Significant improvernent I 51.0%
I
: Moderate improvement [N 21.8%
I
I Not sure/Dont Know I 19.9%
1

Weak Poor Law Inadequate  Traditional/ Lack of : Unchanged 6.9%

Polit_ical Enforcement Funding Rel_igious Awareness ‘
Will Resistance ‘ Worsened | 0.4%
1
FINDINGS

. 86.7% of respondents believe Sokoto State’s response to GBV has improved since the domestication of the VAPP Law, while 13.3% see no change.

- The most cited impacts include a broader definition of GBV (44.4%), wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms (37.9%), and improved legal provision for GBV
prosecution (32.2%).

» Access to justice shows progress, with 51.0% reporting significant improvement and 21.8% noting moderate improvement, though 19.9% remain unsure of its impact.

- Major challenges include lack of awareness (52.1%), traditional/religious resistance (34.9%), inadequate funding (27.6%), and poor law enforcement (26.8%).

266 | BEYOND ENACTMENT



Sokoto State | Enforcement Systems

Sex Offenders’ Register
« No Register created in Sokoto State. Not

« Not linked to state or national GBV databases. Established
« No updates or tracking of convicted offenders.
« Survivor protection and accountability limited.

Protection Orders

« Courts lack authorization to issue Protection Orders.
« No Protection Orders issued in the past 12 months.
« No evidence of police or security enforcement.

« Survivors remain unprotected from repeat abuse.

Not
Operational

Mandatory Reporting

- VAPP Law mandates reporting by health, education, and
social welfare professionals.

- Standardized referral protocols exist. Not

« No penalties for non-compliance, risking weak Operational
enforcement.

« Compliance remains inconsistent.

Legal Remedies

« Legal aid providers and pro-bono lawyers available Established

« Survivors have secured compensation and restitution but limited

« Over 20 GBV cases prosecuted under the VAPP Law in
the past year

RECOMMENDATIONS

- Establish a Sex Offenders’ Register and integrate it with state and national GBV
databases for real-time tracking.

- Authorize courts to issue and enforce Protection Orders, supported by police ¥
monitoring protocols.

» Introduce penalties for non-compliance with mandatory reporting to strengthen

survivor protection and accountability. I
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Sokoto State | Support Service

*'I Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),
.I.i shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

21.4%
No ]ﬁj SARCs and Shelters
Functional
« One functional government-owned SARC exist ..
. but limited
» State-owned shelters are non-functional
- Services offered: medical, legal, and social services.
78.6%
Yes o .
Free Medical Assistance
q}. - No legal provision mandating free medical care in
*II How would you rate the availability g - g govgrnment facilities. )
B8l  of survivor-centered services o m o « Survivors face cost-related barriers to treatment. Not .
. Inconsistent access to medical reports and forensic Established
services.
Excellent |G 14.7% e
Victims Support Fund
Good | *5 <%
= « No Victims Support Fund in place.
Moderate 28.5% % % » Survivors lack financial resources for medical, legal, and Not
& hosocial
psychosocial support. .
Poor 1M.4% .+ Gaps in recovery and reintegration persist. =l
Very Poor 10.0%

. Mandate free medical care and forensic services for GBV survivors in government facilities.
. Establish a Victims Support Fund to finance medical, legal, psychosocial, and reintegration services.
. Strengthen systemic response through training for healthcare providers and improved survivor-centered service delivery.
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Sokoto State | Coordination Mechanisms

Status

Regulatory Body

. Formally designated body: GBV Response
Committee.
. Coordinator appointed for domestic violence

=
~ud prevention.
—E- . Annual reports: Not regularly submitted, limiting

transparency and accountability.

. A state coordination mechanism between relevant
MDAs is in place.

. No Protection Officers appointed in Area
Councils/LGAs.

Established
but limited

Service Provider Registration

. No registration or accreditation system in place.
. Operational guidelines for accredited providers are
not available.

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Institutionalize regular annual reporting to improve transparency, monitoring,

and accountability.

«  Appoint Protection Officers in all LGAs/Area Councils to strengthen

enforcement and localized survivor support.

. Establish a service provider registration and accreditation system to ensure

standardization, trust, and better coordination.

\[e]
Available
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Taraba State | Respondent Demographics (n = 201)

Gender Age Educational Level
I I
1 1
] 53.2% ]
: : Postgraduate education [N 249%
31.3% ‘ ,
Fermale ‘ ‘ Graduate education |G G0
I I
‘ 18.9% LA ‘ Secondary education [ 1.9%
I I
68.7% | | g : o
Vel ‘ I I 5.0% s ‘ Primary education l 1.5%
. (<
: L — : No formal education 1.0%
‘ 18-24 25-35 36-45 46-55 56and |
‘ above ‘
I I
Occupation Location Disabilty Status
I I
1 1
I I
i ! 8.0%
Student N 52 5% ‘ Yes
Civilservant [ 27.4%
Unemployed I 225% | P |
| Rural I
Self-employed [ 10.0% : ‘ 92.0%
I I
Private sector employee [l 3.5% , S37% i No
. Urban '
NGO/CSO worker 2.0% ‘ :
Religious/Traditional leader [l 15% ‘ ‘
I I
I I
I I

The survey population is highly educated (85.6% with graduate education) and fairly distributed between urban (53.7%) and rural areas. Males dominate (68.7%), with young adults
aged 25-35 (53.2%) and 36-45 (21.4%) making up the majority. The sample consists of students (32.8%), civil servants (27.4%), unemployed individuals (22.9%), and self-employed

(10%), with 8% identifying as persons with disabilities.
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Taraba State | Public Awareness

. | |
*:! Have you heard of the VAPP Law? *:! Do you know if the VAPP Law has been *_ﬂ Would you prefer to pursue cases under

passed in your state? the VAPP Law instead of other laws?

14.9%
Depends on
56.4% my case
Yes, prefer
VAPP Law

39.4%

46.8% No

Yes 532%

No
24.5%

60.6% No, prefer other laws

Yes

4.3%

Unfamiliar with VAPP
Law

*_:l Have you seen any state-led awareness campaigns about the VAPP Law? How well do you understand the provisions of the VAPP Law?

I
1
21% !
Not at all : 23.4%
Seen multiple
0,
Vi 3096" : campaigns 512%
erywe 45.7% ‘ Not aware of any
Not so well ‘
‘ N.4%
| Seen a few
21.3% i
Somewhat well I 13.9%
I Not sure
I

RECOMMENDATION

. In the past year, VAPP Law awareness campaigns in Taraba State . Expand outreach beyond religious groups to include schools,
focused exclusively on religious institutions, leaving out schools, health healthcare facilities, markets, youth groups, and law enforcement
facilities, law enforcement, and the broader public. agencies.

«  46.8% of respondents are aware of the VAPP Law, while a slight majority . Use simple, multilingual formats (brochures, posters, radio jingles,
(53.2%) remain unaware. digital media) to deepen understanding of the law’s provisions.

«  Only 11.4% recall few campaigns, 23.4% report multiple exposures, while - Conduct regular state-wide campaigns with monitoring and
51.2% have never seen any campaigns. evaluation to track progress and refine strategies.

-« Among those aware, 60.6% know it has been passed in the state, but
knowledge depth and clarity remain low.
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Taraba State | Enforcement Systems

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state,

*.:I.i do you think the state's overall response to *.:I.i In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

46.4%
No

i
l
w Broader definition [ 44.7%
53.6% : Improved legal provision for GBV case prosecution [N 31.9%
ves : Increased public awareness [N 29.8%
: Wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms [N 28.7%
! Increased accountability for perpetrators [ NG 10.1%
|

Greater access to survivor centered services [N 17.0%

*:i Which of the following do you think are the major

barriers to implementing the VAPP Law No observed significant impact [7Z:0%
in your state? Increased GBV focused policy [ 11.7%

More coordinated institutional response [ 10.6%

|
48.9% :
|

*.:I.i Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced

30.9% better access to justice?
27.7%
0
213% 23.4% i '

! Moderate improvement [ 28.7%
|
I
‘ Not sure/Dont Know I 26.6%
I
! Unchanged I 24.5%
I
I

Traditional/ Inadequate Weak Poor Law Lack of ' Significant improvement 16.0%

Religious Funding Political Enforcement Awareness i

Resistance Will
! Worsened 4.3%
1

FINDINGS

« 53.6% of respondents think Taraba’s response to GBV has improved since adopting the VAPP Law.

« Access to justice remains weak: only 16.0% report significant improvement, and 28.7% moderate improvement.

« Recognized impacts include broader definitions of rape/sexual offenses (44.7%), improved prosecution provisions (31.9%), and increased awareness (29.8%).

- Major barriers include lack of awareness (48.9%), poor enforcement (30.9%), weak political will (27.7%), inadequate funding (23.4%), and cultural/religious resistance
(21.3%).
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Taraba State | Enforcement Systems

Sex Offenders’ Register

Not
+ No register in place. Established
« Not linked to national GBV database.
« No updates or public access mechanisms.

Protection Orders

« Courts are not empowered to issue orders.
« No orders have been issued in the past year.
» Police lack enforceable instruments.

Not
Operational

Mandatory Reporting
« No legal obligation for professionals in health,
education, or social welfare sectors. Not
+ No penalties for failure to report. Operational

« No standardized referral or reporting protocols.

Legal Remedies

« Legal aid is available but limited and underutilized.
« Survivors did not access compensation or restitution. Established
« Only 1-5 GBV cases have been prosecuted under the but limited

VAPP Law in the past year.

RECOMMENDATIONS

- Establish a Sex Offenders’ Register linked to national databases and accessible for
monitoring repeat offenders.

- Empower courts to issue and enforce Protection Orders to safeguard survivors.

- Mandate reporting and referral protocols for health, education, and welfare
professionals, with clear penalties for non-compliance.

274 | BEYOND ENACTMENT



Taraba State | Support Service

*'I Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),
.I.i shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

@ SARCs and Shelters
59.7%

Ne @ « One government-run SARC exist

« Operational capacity limited by funding constraint
40.3%

Yes

Free Medical Assistance

. Government health facilities are not mandated to
provide free medical or forensic services.
*'I How would you rate the availability o « Survivors face financial barriers when seeking medical
B8  of survivor-centered services reports or forensic evidence for prosecution.
« No standardized protocols for evidence collection.

goo
=Lt
o0

Available but
non-functional

Not Available

Excellent [N 73% Victims Support Fund

Good [ 173% > . No dedicated fund to cover survivor medical treatment,

Q, % legal aid, psychosocial support, or rehabilitation. Not
Moderate [I——— 7 29, V Z - Survivors did not access compensation or restitution in Established
V the past year.
Poor 21.0% « Only 1-5 GBV cases were prosecuted under the VAPP
Law.
Very Poor 27.2%
RECOMMENDATIONS

. Establish SARCs and shelters to provide immediate medical, legal, psychosocial, and safe housing support.
- Mandate free medical and forensic services in government health facilities, with dedicated funding.
. Create a Victims Support Fund with sustainable financing to cover survivor services and rehabilitation.
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Taraba State | Coordination Mechanisms

Status

Regulatory Body

. No formally designated body to coordinate VAPP
Law enforcement. Not
. No Coordinator appointed for domestic violence Established

=
~ prevention.
_E. . Annual implementation reports are not submitted to

the state or federal government.

. No state-level coordination mechanism across
MDAs.

. No Protection Officers appointed in any LGA.

Service Provider Registration
Not

. No system for registering or accrediting GBV service Established
providers.

. No state-maintained register to guide law
enforcement, courts, or service providers.

. No operational guidelines in place, leading to
unregulated and inconsistent service delivery.

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Establish a regulatory body and state-level coordination mechanism, with a
Coordinator to oversee VAPP Law enforcement.

«  Appoint Protection Officers in all LGAs to strengthen survivor support and
court linkages.

. Develop and maintain a register of accredited service providers, with clear
operational guidelines to standardize service delivery.
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Yobe State | Respondent Demographics (n = 406)

Age Educational Level

451%

Postgraduate education [l 4.4%

Religious/Traditional leader [ 4.4%

I
1
I
I
I
I
27.8% | Graduate education [IIIIENEGE 22.9%
20.0% : Technical/vocational education [l 4.4%
| Secondary education GGG 53 5%
2.7% 3.4% ! Primary education [l 8.4%
1
i L | No formal education 5.9%
18-24 25-35 36-45 46-55  56and i
above :
I
1
Occupation Location Disabilty Status
I I
1 1
I I
Self-employed [ 30.8% ‘ ‘ 24.9%
! ! Yes
Unemployed [, 22.7% ‘ ‘
Student | 19.7%
civil t 11.8% : foan 28.9% :
ivil servant [N 11.8% ‘ Urban Rural ‘ 751%
Private sector employee [ 5.9% w w N
NGO/CSO worker 47% : :
I I
I I
I I
I I
1 1

The respondent profile is predominantly rural (58.9%) with the largest age group being 25-35 years (45.1%). Educational attainment shows 53.9% with secondary education and
27.3% with graduate-level education. The sample is occupationally diverse, with self-employed individuals (30.8%), unemployed (22.7%), and students (19.7%) being prominent.
Notably, 24.9% of respondents identify as persons with disabilities, indicating significant inclusivity.
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Yobe State | Public Awareness

*:! Have you heard of the VAPP Law? *:! Do you know if tl'_ne VAPP Law has been *.:l Would you prefe.r to pursue cases under
passed in your state? the VAPP Law instead of other laws?
1 1 58%
‘ ‘ Depends on
] 29.3% , my case
No
47.0% 530% ! ! 13.6%
ES No ‘ ‘ No, prefer
‘ ‘ other laws
I I
‘ ‘ 80.1% 05% .
‘ ‘ Yes, prefer Unfamiliar with VAPP
: 70.7% ‘ VAPP Law Law
‘ Yes ‘
1 1
I I

|
*_.l How well do you understand the provisions of the VAPP Law?

12.3%

|
1
|
! 2.6%
Not aware of any , Not so well
|
7.3% 12.8% :
Seen multiple Not sure ‘ 34.0%
campaigns Somewhat well
i ] 63.4%
27.6% | Very well
Seen a few ‘
|
|

RECOMMENDATIONS
«  Yobe State has implemented awareness and sensitization campaigns on . Expand outreach to professional sectors such as teachers,
the VAPP Law, engaging religious leaders, traditional rulers, and the healthcare workers, and law enforcement.
general public. . Ensure training for police, courts, and legal practitioners so public
«  Awareness of the VAPP Law remains modest, with 47.0% of respondents trust in the VAPP Law translates into effective justice.

aware of the law, while 53.0% remain unaware.

«  Among those aware, 63.4% report strong understanding of the law’s
provisions, and 80.1% prefer pursuing cases under the VAPP Law,
showing high trust in its application.
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Yobe State | Enforcement Systems

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state,

*.:I.i do you think the state's overall response to
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

*.:I.i In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?

11.6%
No

88.4%
Yes

*:i Which of the following do you think are the major

barriers to implementing the VAPP Law
in your state?

41.4%

22.5% 22.5%
18.3%
9.4%
Weak Poor Law Traditional/  Inadequate Lack of
Political Enforcement  Religious Funding Awareness
Will Resistance

Broader definition

Wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms
Improved legal provision for GBV case prosecution
Increased public awareness

Increased GBV focused policy

More coordinated institutional response

Greater access to survivor centered services
Increased accountability for perpetrators

No observed significant impact

T 40.8%
- KW
T 27.7%
I 13.6%

N 63%

I cs%

B s2%

B 7%

1.0%

*.:I.i Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced

better access to justice?

Significant improvement I 42.4%

Not sure/Dont Know [ 30.9%

Moderate improvement I 14.7%

Unchanged

Worsened

10.5%

1.6%

« 88.4% of respondents believe Yobe State’s response to GBV has improved since adopting the VAPP Law, while 11.6% see no change.
» The most cited impacts include a broader definition of rape and sexual offenses (40.8%), wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms (39.8%), and stronger provisions

for prosecuting GBV cases (27.7%).

- Access to justice perceptions show 42.4% report significant improvement, 14.7% moderate improvement, while 30.9% remain uncertain and 10.5% see no change.
» Major challenges include lack of awareness (41.4%), traditional/religious resistance and inadequate funding (22.5% each), poor enforcement (18.3%), and weak political

will (9.4%).
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Yobe State | Enforcement Systems

Sex Offenders’ Register
Operational

+ Register established but not updated. but limited

» Not linked to databases.

« Not accessible to the public or authorities.

Protection Orders

« Courts authorized to issue orders

- Enforcement by police and security agencies is gpelfat.londal
inconsistent. Ll

Mandatory Reporting

- VAPP Law mandates reporting.

+ Penalties exist for non-compliance. Fully

- Standardized protocols in place. Operational

Legal Remedies

« Legal aid and pro bono lawyers available.

« No survivors received compensation or restitution in
the past year. Fully

« Number of cases prosecuted under VAPP Law in the Operational
past 12 months: 11-20.

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Update and maintain the Sex Offenders’ Register, linking it to state and national
GBV databases.

. Strengthen enforcement of Protection Orders by police through training and clear
operational guidelines.

- Ensure survivor remedies by implementing compensation and restitution provisions
and scaling up prosecutions under the VAPP Law.
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Yobe State | Support Service

*'I Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),
.I.i shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

26.4%
No

73.6%
Yes

*II How would you rate the availability
-I.i of survivor-centered services

Excellent [N 12.7%

Good I 322
Moderate [ 31.4%

Poor 7.0%
Very Poor 16.7%
RECOMMENDATIONS

W

SARCs and Shelters

« Government-funded SARCs : 6 and 1 shelter are
available.

« Actively receiving survivors.

« Services offered: Temporary housing, Psychosocial
counselling, and medical services.

Functional

|

goo
= LILH]

Of

Free Medical Assistance

« Government facilities are mandated to provide free care.

« Survivors still face cost-related barriers for medical
reports and forensic services. Available

- Limited access to forensic evidence undermines
prosecution.

@

AN

Victims Support Fund

« Funding sources: State budget, donor/partner support,
and private sector contributions.

« Fund has supported services in the past year, but no
specific services identified.

- Operational guidelines and disbursement processes
remain unclear.

Established

- Expand SARC and shelter capacity while standardizing access to psychosocial, medical, and housing support.
- Cover costs of medical reports and forensic services to remove barriers that hinder prosecution.
. Strengthen the Victims Support Fund with clear guidelines, transparent disbursement, and targeted use for survivor services.
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Yobe State | Coordination Mechanisms

Status

Regulatory Body

- Formally designated body: Ministry of Justice.
« Coordinator appointed for domestic violence
- prevention.
~ud - Annual report: Not submitted to state, federal
—E- authorities, or the National Bureau of Statistics.
- There is a state coordination mechanism between
relevant MDAs.
- Protection Officers have not been appointed across all
LGAs.

Partially
Operational

Service Provider Registration

- State-maintained register exists and is regularly sl

updated.

- The register has not been circulated to police stations,
courts, or Protection Officers.

- Operational guidelines for accredited providers are in
progress but not finalized.

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Ensure the Coordinator submits annual reports to state, federal authorities,
and the NBS to strengthen accountability.

«  Appoint Protection Officers in all LGAs to localize enforcement and support
GBV case handling.

. Circulate the register of accredited service providers to relevant institutions
and finalize operational guidelines to standardize practices.
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Zamfara State | Respondent Demographics (1 = 309)

Gender Age Educational Level

34.4%
31.5%
Postgraduate education [N 14.0%

Graduate education [ 45.0%

1 1
50.0% 50.0% . 189% ‘
, , Technical/vocational education [l 3.4%
Male Female ‘ 12.3% ‘ :
‘ ‘ Secondary education [N 30.9%
‘ I 29% Primary education [l 4.3%
1 1
| - I No formal education 2.3%
I 18-24 25-35 36-45 46-55 56and
| above
I I
Occupation Location Disabilty Status

Civil servant I 27.29%
seff-employed I 2.6%
Student I 19 5%

Private sector employee [ 83% 40.1%
Rural
90.5%
NGO/CSO worker 6.3% No

Religious/Traditional leader [ 5.4%

I I
1 1
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
59.9%
Unemployed [N 8.3% : Urban :
I I
1 1
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I

The demographic profile of respondents is largely rural (59.9%), with a youthful population dominated by young adults aged 25-35 (34.4%) and 18-24 (18.9%). Most have completed
graduate education (45%), while 30.9% hold secondary qualifications. The largest occupational groups are civil servants (27.2%), self-employed (24.6%), and students (19.7%), with
19.8% being civil servants. Notably, 9.5% of respondents identify as persons with disabilities.
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Zamfara State | Public Awareness

#_:! Have you heard of the VAPP Law?

*:! Do you know if the VAPP Law has been *.:l Would you prefer to pursue cases under

26.4%
Yes

73.6%
No

I

1

I

I

I

I

I

: 54.3%
! Yes
I

I

I

1

I

Have you seen any state-led awareness campaigns about the VAPP Law?

passed in your state?

45.7%

the VAPP Law instead of other laws?

I

1

. 31.5%

I 53.3% Depends on my case
1 Yes, prefer

1 VAPP Law

I

I

, 6.5%

, No, prefer other laws
' 8.7%

! Unfamiliar with VAPP

0 Law

I

How well do you understand the provisions of the VAPP Law?

I

1

9.2% I

Seen multiple !

campaigns !

8.3% palg i
Seen a few 43.8% I
Not aware of any :

I

I

38.7% I
Not sure 1
I

I

- Awareness campaigns is generally low.

«  26.4% of respondents in Zamfara State have heard of the VAPP Law,
while 73.6% remain unaware.

- Among those aware of the law, 28.3% report strong understanding of its
provisions, while 42.4% have some understanding and 29.3% have
limited knowledge or do not understand it completely.

«  53.3% prefer pursuing cases under the VAPP Law compared to 6.5%
preferring other laws and 31.5% depending on the case.

7.6%
Not at all
28.3% 21.7%
Very well Not so well

42.4%
Somewhat well

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Tailor awareness campaigns to specific groups—schools for
prevention, traditional/religious leaders for advocacy, and law
enforcement for enforcement guidance.

. Expand outreach beyond urban centers to rural and hard-to-reach
communities to reduce the awareness gap.

. Train legal practitioners, judges, and police to match strong public
preference for the VAPP Law with consistent application in
prosecutions.
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Zamfara State | Enforcement Systems

Since the VAPP Law was domesticated in your state,
do you think the state's overall response to
gender-based violence (GBV) has improved?

*.:I.i In your opinion, what has been the key impacts of the VAPP Law in your state and across Nigeria?

39.5%
yes 60.5%
No

Which of the following do you think are the major

barriers to implementing the VAPP Law
in your state?

62.0%

34.8%
19.6% 19.6%
15.2%
Traditional/ Weak Inadequate Poor Law Lack of
Religious Political Funding Enforcement Awareness
Resistance Wwill
FINDINGS

Broader definition

Increased public awareness

Wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms
Improved legal provision for GBV case prosecution
Increased accountability for perpetrators

More coordinated institutional response

Greater access to survivor centered services
Increased GBV focused policy

No observed significant impact

I, 42.4%
I 32.6%
I 25.0%
I 23.9%
I 21.7%
I 17.4%
I 13.0%
I s87%

6.5%

Since the VAPP Law was passed, do you think GBV survivors in your state have experienced

better access to justice?

Unchanged I 40.2%

Not sure/Dont Know [I— 23.9%

Moderate improvernent [ 18.5%

Significant improvement

Worsened

15.2%

22%

+ 39.5% of respondents think Zamfara State’s response to GBV has improved since the domestication of the VAPP Law, while 60.5% report no change.
« Access to justice perceptions show 42.4% report significant progress, 14.7% moderate progress, 30.9% remain unsure, 10.5% see no change, and 1.6% believe it has

worsened.

« The most cited impacts include a broader definition of GBV (40.8%), wider legal recognition of diverse GBV forms (39.8%), and improved legal provisions for prosecution

(277%).

- Major challenges include lack of awareness (62%), poor law enforcement (34.8%), inadequate funding (19.6%), Traditional/Religious resistance (15.2%), and weak political

will (19.6%).
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Zamfara State | Enforcement Systems

Sex Offenders’ Register
Operational

« Register established and updated quarterly.

« Publicly accessible.

« Not linked to state or national GBV databases.

Protection Orders

« Courts authorized to issue orders.
« Between 6-10 issued in the past year.
« Police enforcement is in place.

Operational

Mandatory Reporting
« Legal mandate across health, education, and social
welfare sectors. Fully
- Penalties exist for non-compliance. Operational

. Standardized referral and reporting protocols in use.

Legal Remedies

« Access to legal aid and pro bono services available.
« Only 1-5 survivors obtained compensation/restitution Fully

in the past year. Operational
« Between 6-10 cases prosecuted using the VAPP Law.

RECOMMENDATIONS

- Link the Sex Offenders’ Register to state and national GBV databases for stronger
coordination.

- Strengthen survivor support and enforcement so that legal remedies translate into
real access to justice.
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Zamfara State | Support Service

K

P

Are you aware of any Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs),
shelters, or other protective services for GBV survivors in your state?

33.8%
Yes

66.2%

How would you rate the availability
of survivor-centered services

Excellent
Good
Moderate
Poor

Very Poor

I

I s
T 32.2%

16.9%

21.2%

RECOMMENDATIONS

SARCs and Shelters

« One government-funded SARC exist

« Actively receiving survivors.

« No state-run shelter exist

- Services offered: Medical, forensic, counselling, referral
services, and skills acquisition for reintegration.

goao
=Lt

0]

o

Free Medical Assistance

« Government facilities are mandated to provide free
medical care.

« Some survivors still face cost-related barriers in
accessing medical and forensic services.

« Medical reports and forensic services are being
accessed for prosecutions.

@

=

=

Victims Support Fund

« Funded through the state budget.

« Supports legal aid, medical services, psychosocial
support, shelter, and rehabilitation (skills acquisition and
education).

« Active in disbursing resources, though sustainability
remains a challenge.

Functional
but limited

Not Available

Established
and
Operational

Eliminate hidden cost barriers to ensure free medical and forensic services are fully accessible.

Secure long-term, sustainable funding mechanisms for the Victims Support Fund to guarantee continuity.
Expand outreach and improve service quality to rebuild trust and increase survivor confidence in SARCs and shelters.
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Zamfara State | Coordination Mechanisms

Status

Regulatory Body

. Formally designated body: Ministry of Women Affairs.
. Coordinator appointed for domestic violence Established
- prevention.
~ud . Annual reports submitted to the state government
—E- and the National Bureau of Statistics.
. There is a state coordination mechanism between
relevant MDAs (Women Affairs, Justice, Health,
Information, Education, and Finance).
. Protection Officers appointed across all LGAs.

and
Operational

Service Provider Registration
Established

. State-maintained register regularly updated. and

. Register circulated to relevant institutions (police Functional
stations, Protection Officers, and courts).

. Operational guidelines developed for accredited
providers, promoting accountability and
standardization.

RECOMMENDATIONS

«  Strengthen monitoring of Protection Officers across LGAs to ensure timely
and survivor-centered responses.

. Enhance the usefulness of the service provider register through regular
training for police, health workers, and court officials.

. Expand accreditation to include trusted community-based and informal
networks, and foster deeper joint action among MDAs.
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